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Our Mission 
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through a positive editorial focus. 


1-800-THE-COOP 45 LOGAN STREET 


GARDNER, MA 01440 


aocar 
FURNITURE crnten | 


sane 


Soltd 
ipivclt! 


NICHOLS & STONE 


Olid 


Dining {Koon Ashi 


8 Occasional 
BEST PRICES! BEST DISPLAY! 


Visit the Factory Coop Basement... Super Bargains! 
SOLID WOOD - OAK - CHERRY - MAHOGANY 


Gifts for the 


Quilters on your list. 


Quilt Shop 


65 University Drive 
Amherst, MA 01002 
(413) 549-6009 
Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10 AM - 5:30 PM 
Thursday 12 Noon - 8 PM; Saturday 10 AM - 4 PM 


Books, Supplies, 


Gift Certificates. 


ale ale = ate ale 4, 


25-- 50%-OFF Store-Wide; Includes: ~- 
Hummel; Pr ecioits Moménhts, Moy, Sarahs'Altic, Dolls 5 
oy Plates, Music Boxes, And Much Mar en 
Except dept. 56, villages, snow babies and Walt Disney Classic Collection 


NOW UNTIL DECEMBER 30th 
é 1500 Main Street, 
Springfield, MA 01115 
(413)785-4648 


82 Summer Street 
Adams, MA 
(413)743-8200 


Celebrate 
Christmas Night 
with Spoons... 


Starting at 
6:30pm 


itzZWillys 


restaurant 


—_—— December 21 - 27, 1995 


PART i Al LI STi N G r : ey “] enthusiastically recommend Fathers 


SAAB 900S, 5dr, 5Ssp, CD. $19,995 a & ¢ “4 ‘ Sons to anyone interested in a new 
VOLVO 960 WAGON, 1 OWNER, : = or used car. I've seen first hand the way 
17,000 mi., Many Extras seveereee 924,995 4P509 : Sie Bs keth they treat customers, and their service 
VOLVO 850 GLT WAGON, Rare, 5sp : iy ee | has been great too. | love my Saab, | 
w/leather, 25,000 mi $24,995 —#28695a . 

VOLVO 850 TURBO WAGON, Bright Red, : 
Many Extras $ #551 Sons, and I know you will too! 
JAGUAR VANDEN PLAS, Back Cherry, - John Calipari 
Showroom Condition #437 

CHEVY SUBURBAN, Absolutely Loaded!, Th p d S . ali 

Ci Si cies aida inl e Pre-owne pecialists. 
MAZDA MX-6 rt ‘COUPE, Sep 17k #475 

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO, V-8, 

Many Extras #36954 


ISUZU RODEO 4x4, Spotless Cond. #39494 
TOYOTA COROLLA, 4dr, 5sp, 38k, Extra al ‘ q S Ni S 
#P486 


18,000 mi....... ssssevesvsssesesseseseee 918,995 PASE 
VOLVO 850 GIT ‘SEDAN, Nate, Many 


Extteisiceieeccstet er wanna $22,995 una  () Pre-owned vehicles, in stock at all times! 


enjoy my relationship with Fathers 2 


434 Memorial Ave Open Mon.-Thurs.8-8, 
West Springfield, MA 01089 Fri. 8-6, Sat 9-5, 


(413)785-1631 
1-800-446-1981 


50,000 MAY NOT 
GET YOU 4 AIR BAGS. 
BUT $26,125 WILL. 


er VOLVO dealer’s show- 
f WM room, look for this plaque. 
B vowre aneascn. tc. I 4 You won't find another 


Ai| recognizes the Sere 
porformance of 


FATHERS & SONS, INC. or Western Mass.That’s 
Mesceaieme |) because we are the only 
woryommm if VOLVO DEALER OF EXCEL-. 
| aneheemts Hi TENCE in these areas. Our 
4 customer satisfaction scores in 
both sales and service are among the highest in 


the country, in fact in North America. Our 


; I: you choose to visit anoth- 


commitment to you is fair pricing, honesty and 
integrity, and great service after the sale. What 
more could you ask for in a car dealer? We hope 
you'll agree that we’re 


“EVERY BIT THE DIFFERENCE” 


THE 1996 VOLVO 850. LOADED WITH WHAT MATTERS. 


You could spend twice as: much and still not get a car equipped like the 1996 Volvo 850 


— the first car in the world to be engineered with both dual front air bags and side impact 


air bags. For this test-drive, bring higher expectations and a smaller budget. 


Drive safely. 


Fathers 6 Sons 


434 Memorial Ave West Springfield, MA 01089 
(413)785-1631 * 1-800-446-1981 
Open Mon.-Thurs.8-8, Fri. 8-6, Sat 9-5, Sun. 12-4 


pecial equipment required by states, retailer prep, registeation fees and $495 destination charge. Individual retailer prices may 


434 Memorial Ave West Springfield, MA 01089 
(413)785-1631 * 1-800-446-1981 
lit Mon.-Thurs.8-8, Fri. 8-6, Sat 9-5, Sun. 12-4 


December 21 - 27, 1995 


timist/Positive 


he Man se pes the ASexind 


Suiting up as Santa Claus 


by Catherine Heins 


anta Suit, velvet with satin lining, 2 
years old, worn 10 times. Paid $300, 
asking $200. 

This ad appeared on December 4 in a local 
paper, and it’s quite a bargain, considering that 
a top-of-the-line suit costs $650, But it takes 
more thana suit to play Santa Claus. The youth- 
ful audiences take Santa seriously, and they know 
what they want. They’ve seen it before, too — 
over 25 million children visit 7,460 mall Santas 
every year in the United States. 

Fortunately, Santas get training — at least 
Mark Morrison's do, Morrison, the Santa Plus 
manager for ten mall Santa set-ups on the East 
Coast, is responsible for the photo shoot appa- 
ratus. The malls supply the sets; he provides the 
Santas. The first step, says Morrison, is “just get- 
ting in and out of the suit.” Some Santas need 
to don fake beards; others already sport a win- 
some fringe. Naturally bearded Santas, he says, 
tend to command higher salaries. 

Santas also need to learn the subtleties of the 
role, which include keeping the line moving 
when a kid’s list unrolls down to the floor, pos- 
ing for photos, placating parents who are on the 
verge of a breakdown, and stalling children who 
are on the verge of peeing in their pants. 

Meanwhile, Santas have to be listening close- 
ly to the background commotion, picking up 
kids’ names before the kids are actually on Santa’s 
knee with a list of demands. 


“Santas have to love kids,” says Morrison, , 


“and most of them really do, It’s not for the 


money.’ The only full-time Santa in the area is 


employed by Yankee Candle Company. The rest 
are strictly seasonal Santas, often taking vaca- 
tion time from a regular job or coming out of 
retirement. 


Spreading Cheer Throughout 
the Mall 

At the Holyoke Mall, the Santa set in Café 
Square is in full swing by 11 a.m. on a weekday 
morning, Santa, a.k.a Kyle McDonald, is seat- 
ed in an expansive rocking chair, receiving his 
youthful visitors one at a time. Some are there 
for a holiday photo, taken by location manag- 
er Donna Carraturo, who doubles as Santa’s 
helper. The photos, surrounded by a seasonal- 
ly decorated frame, run $6.99 apiece 

Other kids trundle up simply to say hello and 
chat for a minute or two. Some parents bring 
along their own camera, and take the photo 
themselves. Most kids go with the casual look, 
but a few, especially the younger set, are dressed 
for the occasion. Nina, a blonde toddler, is the 
best-dressed kid of the morning. She is outfit- 
ted in a black velvet dress with white lace trim 
and a big satiny bow around the back. White 
tights and black buckle shoes complete the 
ensemble." 

Nina, perhaps conscious of her elegance, 


Kyle McDonald takes a break at Taco Bell in between handing out Nutri-Grain 
bars at the Holyoke Mall. 


inspects her photo carefully from several angles, 
including upside-down, before relinquishing it 
to her mother. “Bye, Santa,’ she calls back, appar- 
ently satisfied, as she trots off. 

McDonald waves a white-gloved hand in 
reply. He harbors ambitions of becoming a full- 


on the set. “Who?” he asks, blank-faced. 

“Oh, sorry, Santa,” she replies. Santa nods. 
He settles back and awaits the next visitor. A 
young girl with a cloud of auburn curls encir- 
cling her face hovers on the edge of the set, safe 
in her mother’s arms. “We're just warming her 


In general, scenes of Santa 
harassment are rare, says Kyle 
McDonald, the Santa at the Holyoke 
Mall. “The Easter Bunny gets beat up 
on more,” he says. 


time Santa, but it’s a tough market, and at the 
moment he’s simply grateful that his regular 
employer, Dragon's Lair, gave him the time off. 

“I take Santa seriously,” he explains during a 
break. “I take everything about this job seri- 
ously.” His devotion to the role becomes appar- 
ent when Carraturo inadvertently calls him Kyle 


up,” the mother explains. Many kids boldly run 
up to talk, but others just stare. Their silence 
isn’t surprising. Santa may be the only stranger 
that kids are actually encouraged to talk to. 
The mother attempts to introduce her daugh- 
ter to Santa several times, but the daughter wants 
none of it. Eventually, they depart, to return 


another day, or perhaps next year. Meanwhile, 
four boys cascade cheerfully into Santa’s lap, 
clamoring for attention. There’s strength in 
numbers. 

Jordan’s mother is anxiously brushing Jordan’s 
hair in line. Jordan, wearing a red and black cor- 
duroy dress and clutching Minnie Mouse, seems 
unfazed, but is also unwilling to crack a grin for 
the camera, Carraturo jingles a bracelet of bells 
to engage her attention, and finally Jordan is 
coaxed into smiling. Click. 

For those who are truly in a sour mood, Santa 
Tesorts to tickling. Carraturo always exclaims, 
“Oh, Santa’s going to tickle you!” so the kids 
don’t get startled. 

Some kids turn fretful immediately upon 
being abandoned by their parents, who never 
drift far beyond the range of the camera, Others 
are cheerfully compliant, although by about 
third grade they seem slightly self-conscious, as 
though they’re only doing this because Mom 
or Dad insisted. 

Many older kids prefer to stand, and are more 
comfortable giving Santa a high-five instead of 
the more traditional handshake, Others make 
the pilgrimage entirely by stroller, turning the 
set into a sort of Santa drive-through. And some 
kids just refuse, often to the chagrin of their par- 
ents. “Kids make up their minds whether they're 
going to see Santa or not,’ says McDonald. “You 
can’t coax a child.” 

Except when they're very young, When infants 
get panicky, McDonald offers them his Santa 
treats — blueberry Nutri-Grain bars. “The food,” 
he explains, “takes their mind off the big red 
guy with the beard.” What happened to candy 
canes? “They went out the door years ago,” says 
McDonald, with a dismissive wave of the hand. 
No one seems to know why, although Morrison 
suspects it was the health issue, Parents appar- 
ently appreciate healthier treats, and hard candy 
isn’t suitable for very young children due to the 
risk of choking if they bite off a piece. Last year, 
Santa handed out breakfast cereal. 

When business is slow, McDonald roams the 
food court, passing out Christmas cheer and 
conversation to both children and adults. “You 
gonna make sure I get everything I asked for, 
right?” one young woman demands, as she high- 
fives Santa. 

“How's your luck?” Santa asks a middle-aged 
woman, as she examines a scratch ticket in dis- 
gust. “Lousy,” she answers, grinning. 

On the way out to lunch, Santa rumples a 
towheaded boy’s hair, passes out Nutri-Grain 
bars to an amused family, and swaps hats with 
an elderly visitor sporting a black felt cap. “I’m 
the Christmas spirit,” he explains, “I’m supposed 
to make everyone feel good.” 

Over tacos, McDonald discusses the subtleties 
of the Santa trade, “You never promise any- 
thing,” he says. “Sometimes kids say, ‘Santa, I 
want Mom and Dad back together again. And 
Thave to say, 'T'll try, but that’s really up to Mom 


and dad, not Santa.” 

What happens when teenagers start harass- 
ing Santa on his joy-spreading travels among 
the lunchers? Once, his first year as Santa, he 
lost his temper, although not so that anyone 
noticed except his provoker. Now, he leaves it 
up to others, and merely speaks loudly to draw 
attention. . 

“Tl say, ‘oh, you're being mean, or, ‘Santa 
doesn't like that. That's not nice.” Nearby adults 
quickly figure it out and intervene. Occasionally, 
young children will take the adolescents to task 
for their bad manners. But these scenes are rare. 
“The Easter Bunny gets beat up on more,” says 
McDonald. 

He also doesn’t believe in moralizing to the .» 
kids, or using his mythical authority to back & 
up a parent's agenda, “It really ticks me off when t= 
parents say, ‘if you're bad, Santa won't bring & 
you anything.” One mother once said, ‘Santa 
wants you to be a good boy, I shocked her, I 
guess. I said, ‘Santa knows you're a good boy: 
It's my job to make every child feel special.” 

After a quick mint to ward off taco breath, 
McDonald dons his beard again, and as he steps 
back into the mall, slips back into Santa mode. 


Santa’s Summer Home 

“I coax them in a soft voice,” says the Santa- 
in-residence at Yankee Candle Company in 
Deerfield, who prefers to be known simply as 
Santa. “I tell them they've got a friend in Santa. 
But some just won't come up. Lots of kids spend 
the whole car ride telling Mom what they're 
going to say to Santa, but when they arrive, they 
can't do it. Then you get the ones who can’t 
keep quiet. You hope the others, behind them, 
will see that and they'll open up too.” 

At Yankee Candle, Santa seems quite at home, 
presiding over his toy workshop. In a loft above 
Santa’s nook, mechanized elves work diligent- 
ly on hand-crafted toys while snow falls gently 
beyond the windows, Toys ranging from puz- 
zles to wooden airplanes line the walls — if 
children arrive without a list, they won't have 
to look far for inspiration. 

So what are children asking for? Among girls, 
as usual, Barbie leads the pack. For boys, last 
year’s popular Power Rangers figures have fall- 
en from favor. No single mania has replaced 
them, to the undoubted chagrin of toy mar 
keters. 


Yankee Candle’s reminds kids to eat their 
their toys away, wash their faces, and brush their teeth. 


“Kids ask for the basics,” says Santa, 
“Nintendo and Sega, CDs, computers, fire 
engines. And I get great enjoyment when they 
ask for something to share with their brother 
or sister, Often, they ask for peace in the world. 
But sometimes the kids will tell you they want 
their mom back, and she’s died, or their dad is 
in the service and hasn’t been home for two 
years. Those are the heartbreakers. You don’t 


bed on time, put their toys away, wash their 
faces, and brush their teeth. 

“I make them show me their smile,” he says. 
“If they're not smiling, they’re not brushing!” 
Of course, the advice will only be taken if a 
child has faith in Santa, and knowing their name 
is the easiest way to convince them. 

Parents occasionally hold up signs behind 
their children’s backs, Or they'll go up to Santa's 


“I make kids show me their smile,” 
says Santa at Yankee Candle. “If 
they’re not smiling, they’re not 
brushing!” 


know what to say or do.” 

Like McDonald, Santa doesn’t believe in 
promises, but this Santa has no reservations 
about invoking his authority to improve a child’s 
behavior, or setting his own restrictions on 
Santa’s beneficence. 

“T say, ‘we'll see what we can do, but you've 
got to be good, and behave.’ I don’t give guns 
or weapons, and when they ask for a pet, | tell 
them that they have to be responsible. Lots of 
kids don't really want to take care of a pet.” He 
also reminds kids to eat their vegetables, go to 
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accounting firm. 


Course Sites 
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Northampton, S. 
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Pittsfield, 


chair in advance, to warn him, for example, 
that eight-year-old Annie, in a green coat and 
braids, will be along shortly, They may even 
brief Santa on Annie’s reluctance to put on her 
seat belt. “It makes them believe, 
And often, it makes Annie buckle up. At least 
until Christmas. 

The kids, in their turn, have a few questions 
for Santa. Most are fairly benign inquiries about 
the day-to-day life and health of Mrs. Claus, 
Rudolph, and the elves. Many a doubting 
Thomas, however, feels compelled to inform 


Santa explains. 
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Santa that he isn’t real. Some tug his beard to 
verify its authenticity. 

Kids aren’t Santa’s only visitors. Tour buses 
roll into Yankee Candle regularly, bringing 
tourists from China, Cuba, or points in 
between. Foreign visitors are usually familiar 
with the concept of Santa Claus, and recog- 
nize the costume. English children call him 
Father Christmas, and the Germans address 
him as Kris Kringle. 

‘Tourists might be surprised to see Santa in 
June, and they probably weren't expecting to 
encounter a Bavarian village or the Black Forest 
in the middle of Massachusetts. But if they can 
handle that, and if they can handle the elves’ 
enthusiastic rendition of the “Yankee Candle 
Polka” at lunchtime, they're truly ready to take 
on America. 


Ho Ho Ho, Bow Wow Wow 

Over at Dave's Soda and Pet Food City in 

Springfield, Santa hands out dog biscuits 
instead of candy canes. And Santa doesn’t have 
to worry about his visitors’ questions. He does- 
n't even ask what they want, But there are other 
challenges. Coaxing a baby to smile is nothing 
compared to trying to convince a disgruntled 
Doberman to prick up his ears. 

Dave's Soda and Pet Food City donated their 
space for a one-day photo shoot of pets plus 
Santa (plus snow) on December 9. The event 
was sponsored by FACES, a privately run dog 
rescue shelter. Photos here cost $8, but given 
the extra challenge and the charitable cause, 
it’s a bargain. The photographers, Franklyn and 
Elizabeth Cyran of Silver Ridge Photography, 
have donated their time as well, after driving 
in from Ware in blizzard conditions. 

Wilfred Stokowski, on a one-day Santa stint, 
also volunteered his time. A few dozen dogs 
into the shoot, he may be regretting it. Stokowski 
works at FACES, “I love all animals,” he says, 
“This was my idea!” 

He borrowed the Santa outfit from his son, 
who plays Santa at the Chapin School in 
Chicopee. The suit is getting some rough treat- 
ment this afternoon, as several hundred pounds 


of damp dog clamber eagerly onto hay bales 
for their holiday photo, 

The poundage is distributed among two 
Rottweilers (Elliot and Bruin) and a Golden 
Retriever named Jacob, with the Rottweilers 


¢ Custom Picture 
Framing 
¢ Custom Mirrors 


Since 1944 
584-3707 


6 Service Center 


Northampton, MA 


December 21 - 27, 1995 


BULBROUG BROUGH 


Simply Delicious 


Simply Delicious is a food and 
wine column contributed by the 
chef team at the Lord Jeffery Inn 
and Elijah Boltwood's Tavern. 
who believe that delicious food 
with elegant touches does not 
have to be complicated. This 
weeks suggestion is: 


Christmas Roast Goose 
To provide friends or family with 
a simple but unique variation on 
roast turkey, try a Charles Dick- 
ens classic roast goose. An 8-10 
pound bird will feed 6-8 people 
with all the accompaniments. To 
prepare, wash the goose inside 
and out, removing any fat you 
see. Rub inside and out with salt 

pepper. Stuff with your 
favorite stuffing recipe. Ours 
i finely diced onion, 
mushroom, celery, red and green 
peppers, apples, cranberries, sau- 
sage, coarsely chopped bread 
crumbs, chicken stock, parsley, 
thyme, salt and pepper. Roast 
the bird breast down for 2 1/2 
hours at 350°, then turn the 
breast up for the last 


When the leg and thigh bone 
move freely away from the body 
the bird is done. is 
somewhat of a cross between 
duck and turkey, very succulent 
and flavorful. The fruit added to 
the stuffing and a 1/2 cup o 


apple juice added to the pan] 
drippings when you make gravy}] 


complement it well 


A wide pee of wines can be 


choices, or a Beaujolais Nouveau 
or your favorite Pinot Noir are| 
possible reds. 


Whatever your choice, it's a very 
fine meal, as simple to roast as a' 
chicken, and something your 
guests probably have not tried, 
but will enjoy and remember 


For a 4x5 file card of this or | 
other recipes, or for dining infor-}] 


mation, please call The Lord 
Jeffery Inn at 253-2576. 
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Cerin Salads 
ver 100 Classic Caesar Salad with 
Domestic & Chicken or Shrimp 
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Napa Crab Salac 
Baked Stuffed Mushroom Caps by the glass Sesame Grilled Tuna Salad 
Curried Crab Fromage ° bs 
Micro Brewed Burgers 
5 Blue Cheese & Bacon Burger 
The Smokey Tavern Burger 
The Swiss Burger 


Sandwiches 
The Colonial & The Dagwood 
The Boltwood Roast 
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Cfub Sandwiches 


Smoked Turkey Club 
Grilled Chicken Breast 
Twin 4oz Black Angus Burger 
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y Entrees 
$7.95 featuring 


Inn Made Lemon & 
Dill Cured Salmon 
Mesquite Grilled Shrimp 


Full Se 
Caesar Salad Port, Sherry & 
Roast Chateaubriand Madiera. 
Roast Rack of Lamb % 
Bananas Flambe 


ON Gin Courses 
Braised Tenderloin of Pork Pernod 
Baked Stuffed Eggplant 
Veal Madeira 
Grilled Garlic & Herb NY Sirloin 
Chicken Dijon 
Grilled Salmon Fillet 
Shrimp & Scallop Suzanne 


A dozen Single 
Malt Scotches 


48 Guest Rooms 
Weddings 
Conferences 
Banquets 

Reunions French Fries & Cole Slaw 


30 Boltwood Ave Hummus with Pita Points 
Amherst, MA 01002 | Pasta Salad & Potato Salad 


Prices $4.95 - $24,00 _) (413)255-2576 \ Prices $1.95-812.95, 
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NORTHAMPTON’S JEWELER FOR OVER A QUARTER CENTURY 
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accounting for most of the weight. They are 
owned by Lisa and Randall Chaves, who assist 
the volunteers in constructing a satisfactory 
tableau, No one is too concerned about whether 
one of the dogs blinked, although every effort 
is made to get them all aimed in the direction 
of the tripod. 

A pet store is hardly the most tranquil envi- 
ronment for dogs to sit for a portrait. The smell 
of lunch must be intoxicating, especially when 
so much of it is still breathing — or perhaps 
palpitating would be more accurate. In any case, 
a handful of miniature lop-eared rabbits, sta- 
tioned nearby, are having an anxious morning 
of it. 

“Considering the weather,” says Cynthia 
Greenberg, a shelter volunteer, “[the turnout] 
has been really good.” They photographed sev- 
eral dozen dogs in the first hour, and at least 12 
more during the next 30 minutes. Altogether, 
the shoot should bring in several hundred dol- 
lars for the shelter, the costs of which are cur- 
rently paid out of the pockets of FACES volun- 


teers. 


State Street °- 


Wilfred Stokowski, Santa for a day at Dave’s Soda 
and Pet Food City, knows that coaxing a baby to 
smile is nothing compared to trying to convince a 
disgruntled Doberman to prick up his ears. 


Cats, of course, would be easi- 
er subjects, but given cats’ firm 
antipathy to car travel, dogs 
dominate the fray. Large dogs 
get decorated either with a plaid 
bow or a red-and-green scarf. 
Penny, a timid beagle with the 
air of a portly dowager, dons 
beige stuffed antlers. But she 
either can’t, or won't, prick up 
her ears with the antlers on. The 
antlers are removed. 
“Hold up a bone treat,’ owner 
Karen McCarthy suggests. “She 
loves food.” Sure enough, 
Penny's ears spring up at the first 
glimpse of a biscuit.“Come on, 
Penny,” McCarthy urges, pulling 
her away after the successful 
shoot. “We've got to get a har- 
ness for Bunny.” 
Rex, a Doberman mix, proves 
singularly difficult until owner 
Donna Flores calls out, “Rex? 
Want to go in the truck?”At 
which point Rex’s ears practically 
leap from their sockets, the photo 
is snapped, and he bounds down, It’s all a ques- 
tion of knowing what to say. 

Simba, an adolescent Shepherd with a soul- 
ful stare, also has to be coaxed to forget the prob- 
lems of the world for a brief moment. And 
Murphy, Sally DuPuis’ Shar-pei/Spaniel mix, is 
eager and willing, but dissolves into uncon- 
trollable wriggling when put on the spot. 

Kelly Hogan has brushed Kisha, her Siberian 
husky, especially for the occasion, but Kisha’s 
calm leaves her once she settles beside Santa on 
the hay bales. To alleviate their pet's fretfulness, 
many owners have to get in the photograph as 
well, 

Overall, though, it takes no longer to snap a 
good photo of the family dog than it does to 
photograph the family children. Longer for both 
if more than one subject is involved. As we leave, 
Santa is wrestling with a high-strung pair of 
Red-boned Coonhounds. Someone ought to 
tell Stokowski about the Santa suit for sale in 
the classifieds, or he'll have more than his canine 
clientele to worry about. Hopefully the kids at 
the Chapin School aren't allergic to dogs. * 
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Calendars 

Calendars for every interest and 
decor. Fine Art and photographic; 
hundreds of subjects and styles. 
Wall, date books and page-a-days. 


Styles shown: 

Winnie the Pooh $7.99 
Cats $10.98 

Poetry Datebook $12.95 


Ornaments Make Great Gifts 
Santas, snowmen, angels, cats, 
celestial, victorian, country and 
sports themes. Also, garlands, fun 
lights, stockings and angel chimes. 
Something for everybody on your list. 


Most Ornaments under $6 


The Christmas Alphabet 

‘The Christmas Alphabet by Robert Sabuda 
is a beautiful, heirloom quality pop up 
book that will delight both children and 
adults. Open doors to reveal elaborate pop 
up designs from A for Angel to Z for Zzzz, 
A lovely addition to any holiday tradition. 


Stocking Stuffers 

Silly or serious. Inexpensive or 
extravagant. Tried and true 
toys, keychains, soaps, fridge 
magnets, votive candles. Loads 
or choices under $5. 


Items shown 

Pez $1.19 

Assorted key chains from 
$1.99 

Kaboing Ball $6.99 
Magic 8 Ball $9.99 


178 Main Street . Northampton, MA . Open 7 Days 


Made in Vermont 
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Full/Queen $249 
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King $299 


413-586-1464 ¢ FREE DELIVERY 
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Robert Goodman, professor of 
environmental planning and design at 
Hampshire College 


Local ASO 


The Casino Quandary 


or a gambling spree, people used to 
HE head off to Las Vegas or Atlantic 

City. Now, thanks to a recent explo- 
sion in casino development across the 
country, anyone can gamble on a trip to 
Gary, Indiana, or Jefferson City, Missouri, 
or on an Illinois riverboat. Now that trend 


has come to the Valley. Springfield, 
Holyoke, Chicopee, and Agawam have 
recently hosted referendums on allowing 
casinos in their communities in the hopes 
of sparking economic growth, 

We asked Robert Goodman, professor 
of environmental planning and design at 
Hampshire College, whether or not these 
hopes are unrealistic. Professor Goodman 
has published a book, The Luck Business, 
based on a two-year study he developed 
with a tearn of other social scientists, which 
examines the consequences of casino 
development. 

Optimist: Could you briefly describe this 
study? 

Goodman: The basic idea was to ask 
where the idea of gambling as economic 
development is coming from, where it’s 
been used, and what the consequences have 
been. A lot has been written about places 
like Las Vegas and Atlantic City, but when 
we began, three and a half years ago, very 
little was being done about the explosion 
of gambling all over the country, in the 
Midwest and the South particularly. In 
| most cases, they're trying to use gambling 


The gambling industry has typically 
gone to economically depressed 
areas. That’s one of the reasons they 
targeted Holyoke. 


to jump-start local economies. The ques- 
tion was, does it work? 

O: Does it? 

Goodman: Essentially there are two 
types of gambling economies in this coun- 
try. One is the tourist model, in places like 
Las Vegas. Leaving aside some social prob- 
Jems, economically it can be a major ben- 
efit. People stay three or four days, and 
money spills out into the local economy. 

O; And the other type? 

Goodman: The new style of gambling, 
which we're seeing all over the country 


.and which would include Holyoke, 


Springfield, Agawam, and Chicopee, is 
located in older industrial cities with seri- 
ous economic problems, not tourist 
economies. In those types of places, you 


get a lot of local people gambling. You: 


don’t have tourists coming into Gary, 
Indiana or East St. Louis. It shifts spend- 
ing out of certain businesses and into the 
gambling concern. 

O: What kinds of businesses did you find 
to be affected? 

Goodman: Those that depend on dis- 
cretionary dollars and time, Restaurants, 
movie theaters, bowling alleys, and even 
clothing and furniture stores would all be 
negatively impacted. 

O: Do casinos bring in new businesses to 
offset this trend? 

Goodman: The only new businesses that 
We've seen are porn shops. In the Kansas 
City area they wound up with 13 new porn 
shops after they allow[{ed] gambling. 


O: So it’s up to the casino alone to gen- 
erate the revenue to compensate for other 
economic losses? 

Goodman: Yes, but overall, casinos are 
closing down and people are being laid 
off. Or popular local groups have been 
formed to get rid of the gambling ven- 
tures. Even in New Orleans, which is a best- 
case scenario because it already has a 
tourist economy, the casinos couldn't get 
the revenues they projected. One recent- 
ly went bankrupt and laid off thousands 
of people. 

O: So it’s not even an economically sound 
Proposition? 

Goodman: They wanted to put a casi- 
no in downtown Springfield, to bring new 
jobs and businesses in. Well, we haven't 
seen that happen anywhere. The gambling 
industry has typically gone to economi- 
cally depressed areas, That's one of the 
reasons they targeted Holyoke. 

O: But Holyoke does need jobs, 

Goodman: But it doesn’t need a venture 
that will suck more money out of local 
people in the Holyoke area, that will 
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increase social problems that will cost not 
only the people in Holyoke, but the the rest duction of Keno, you increase: the 
of the state, a lot of money. A gambling of problem gambling in thes 
casino will affect not just the people i in a lot more money out of oth 

Holyoke but in all of Western Mass. ” foci 

O; What about other forms of gambling, 
like Keno or video machines? 

Goodman: Keno is moving in the direc- 
tion of slot machines, You can doi it every. 
five minutes. Electronic video machi bling in the United States. 
are actually considered the most addictive O; How would you like to see suming 
form of gambling. Counselors tefer to them addressed? 
as the “crack cocaine” of gambling, Goodman: As public policy, 
~ In Holland, they had so many problems - determined what’ ’s economically 
with gambling behavior that the legitlan. ol t 
ture decided to get rid of all 64,000 
machines in the country. In Britain, they've 


— Gor re’s legislation now 
establish a national commission to s 
_the social and economic im pacts of gar 


had been put to all the vot 
Mass., it wouldn't have passec 


gambling where these, ‘fruit machines; they m 
_ Catherine Hei 1s 


call them, are available. Keno is the step 
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Used sharps get the can with the Northampton needle exchange program. 


Health 


The Needle and the 
Damage Done 


he establishment of the free needle 
exchange at the Western Massachusetts 
Family Planning Council in 
Northampton reveals a grim fact about the 
Northampton area: Heroin use is on the rise. 

The program, a free one-for-one exchange 
of dirty syringes for clean ones, began on 
December 11 as part of the council’s effort to 
reduce the transmission of HIV in western 
Massachusetts. 

“Heroin is absolutely on the rise,” says pro- 
gram supervisor Tim Purington, “There are a 
lot more young people getting into it. It’s kind 
of a fashionable thing.” 

An increace in the number of HIV trans- 
missions resulting from intravenous drug use 
has followed. The Family Planning Council 
reports that approximately 45 percent of HIV 
transmissions in Western Massachusetts are 
caused by needle-sharing, making the creation 
of an exchange program “urgent,” according 
to council Executive Director Leslie Laurie. 

“What we are trying to do here is mect a 
hometown need, and clearly there is a home- 
town need,” says Laurie. “I see this as a public 
health issue, not a political issue.” 

Early feedback from the needle exchange 
shows that the program may help. On the first 
day, eight needles were collected, a number 
Purington expects to rise as more IV drug users 
become aware of the program through word 
of mouth and the council's outreach efforts in 
Northampton and other towns in Western 
Mass. 

“It isa slow process. People [who are IV drug 
users] do not wear name tags. It is a matter of 
establishing ourselves in areas where there are 
IV drug users,” says Purington, who also coor- 
dinates the council’s Risk Reduction Project, 

_ which seeks out IV drug users in Northampton 
and nearby towns to distribute bleach kits for 
cleaning needles. “A lot of people are waiting 
to see what happens with the needle exchange 
program. They want to sce if it is something 
they can trust.” 

Northampton Police Chief Russell P. 


Sienkiewicz says he began to see signs of 
increased heroin use in mid-1993, when 3 
deaths attributed to heroin took place in a rel- 
atively short period. Sienkiewicz also attribut- 
es the deaths to greater purity of heroin, which 
he says is now often 70 —80 percent pure com- 
pared to 8—10 percent several years ago. Higher 
purity increases the chances of overdosing, even 
if the heroin is snorted rather than injected. 

Sienkiewicz says that the 16—24 year old age 
group has seen the biggest increase in heroin 
usage. 

“There's a kind of aura, something about 
heroin that seems to attract them,” he says. 

Increased heroin use, or at least the greater 
purity and toxicity seen by Sienkiewicz, is not 
a trend confined to Northampton. A recent 
study released by the Drug Abuse Awareness 
Network shows a marked increase in the num- 
ber of heroin-related emergencies in metro- 
politan areas across the country. 

The Northampton exchange is the state’s sec- 
ond program of this kind. Possession of syringes 
is illegal in Massachusetts, making the state one 
of only nine in the country with such a law, In 
1993, the state legislature authorized a pilot 
needle-exchange program in Boston. 

On the heels of that program's success — 20 
percent of people exchanging needles went on 
to become involved in a substance abuse coun- 
seling program — the legislature authorized 
the Department of Public Health to begin ten 
other exchange programs. 

Attending counseling sessions is not a 
requirement for the Northampton needle 
exchange, but participants will have access to 
information about treatment and counseling 
services in the area. 

— Ben Geman 


Education 


Raise the Roof 

n Tuesday, December 12th, Amherst 
Or told the town that they want 

renovations on the high school to 
begin now, even though state money will not 
become available for another three years. Since 
Pelham refused to agree to provide bridge 
funding this fall, the vote will have to make 
yet another round of the Town Meetings, start- 
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ing in January. Shutesbury, Leverett, Pelham, 
and Amherst comprise the regional school dis- 
trict. 

On December 12th, students, parents, con- 
cerned citizens, and the Superintendent him- 
self, Gus Sayars, stood in the 20-degree cold, 
holding signs that asked voters to support imme- 
diate funding. Although only 25 percent of reg- 
istered voters turned out for the election, bridge 
funding was approved by 1,723 voted to 1,108. 

The school is currently on a waiting list for 
state funding, Butin its 50-year history, the School 
Building Assistance Bureau has never reneged 
on providing funds once a project was approved. 

“The risk is definitely worth it,” says Sayars. 
“We expect another 250 students entering the 
junior and senior high schools in the next three 
years, and there just isn’t room for them.” To 
accommodate the extra students, the school will 
have to lease modular classrooms, which Sayars 
describes as “money down the drain, We'll never 
get that money back.” 

The problem isn’t really where the money 
comes from. “I think a lot of people aren't aware 
of how bad the problem really is,’ says Cory 
Kurtz, a high school junior from Pelham, who 
wielded her sign at the corner of Triangle St.and 
North Pleasant. 

To remedy this situation, the Student Senate 
has filmed a video depicting the various defects 
in the 40-year-old building. The senate plans to 
show the video at the upcoming Town Meetings. 
“There are holes in the ceiling,” says Kurtz, “and 
the heating system is antique. We either freeze 
or we sweat.” The cafeteria is so small that lines 
stretch out the door at lunchtime and students 
often have only five or ten minutes to eat, since 
only half an hour is allotted for lunch, 

The chemistry labs have no gas, and several 
sinks don’t work. Students use hot plates instead. 
Ethan Hazzard Watkins, a junior from Amherst, 
says that teachers’ offices have been sacrificed to 
provide the necessary classroom space, making 
it harder for them to collaborate with each other. 

But the worst problems, Kurtz and Watkins 
agree, are the overcrowding and the ninth-grade 
commute. The halls at both the junior high and 
the senior high are so packed during “passing 
time” that it can take four minutes just to push 
through the crush to find your locker (which is 
no down jackets 


only three inches wide 
allowed). 

Overcrowding will only worsen as the grades 
advance. Next years’ seventh grade is projected 
to be the largest ever. Watkins has a younger 
brother in the eighth grade, also a bulge year. 

“[just can't see the school housing that many 
people,” Watkins says. “There just isn’t room.” 
Overcrowding leads not only to packed hallways 
but packed classes. Often 30 students are in a 
single class, making discussion difficult and indi- 
vidual attention nearly impossible. 

The ninth-graders must trek along icy side- 
walks between the two schools. “Classes are 41 
minutes long,” says Watkins, “We have four min 
utes passing time, and there’s an extra five min- 
utes to get up or down the hill, so that’s a 36- 
minute class, and any teacher will tell you, you 
can’t get anything done in 36 minutes.” 

Watkins believes that Amherst is generally 
supportive of education, “It’s such a simple thing 
that they're asking for,” he says. 


“T think a lot of people do care about educa- 
tion in Amherst,” says Kurtz. 

“Each town will decide for itself?” says Sayars. 
“But it certainly will create a more favorable cli- 
mate if more people are already supportive.” 

It’s taken five years for Frontier Regional High 
to get funding to start needed renovations. 
Northampton High School may switch to fewer 
and longer class periods, but there’s no budget 
for technology, nor, at the moment, even a com- 
puter literacy course, although in many school 
districts, second-graders are already surfing the 
Net. 

— Catherine Heins 


Media 
A New Sheriff in Town at 


WSPR-AM 


zzie Alban has been the director of WSPR- 
AM (1270 on the dial) for just six months. 
In that time, the all-Spanish station has sky- 
rocketed from #14 to #3 on the Albitron rat- 
ings, and has changed its name from P’alante 
to Radio Universal, aname selected through a 
call-in survey. Alban, a former sales executive 
at WSPR, describes the station's meteoric rise 
in sales terms. “We are the only station in the 
area to have a Coca-Cola account.” he says. 
Alban’s directorship has sparked controversy 
in the radio community and in the Hispanic 
community at large. “I feel bad, because when I 
began, I had to lay off everyone,” Alban says, 
adding that the owner of the station, Edmund 
Denis, had expected him to do so. According to 


Alban, Denis hadn't been happy with the sta- 


tion for some time. Denis purchased the fre- 
quency in the fall of 1993, aware of the listening 
potential of Hampden County's vast Hispanic 
community. 

While Alban hails from Ecuador, nine out of 
ten of his radio listeners, in the Holyoke area, 
are Puerto Rican. However, Alban is quick to 
point out that his staff is 87 percent Puerto Rican, 
in proportion to the surrounding communities, 

Alban himself complains of feeling excluded 
when he first arrived at WSPR, after many years 
at WTCC at Springfield Technical Community 
College. “I wasn't involved,” he says. “When the 
newspapers came, when there were photos, no 
one even told me. Now that was discrimination. 
But check the records,” he adds. “Who was the 
top salesman?” 

Alban attributes his success to his determi- 
nation and his positive attitude. “But it’s not just 
me,” he points out. “It’s the people we have there. 
Before, anyone could come and talk. But ifthey're 
on prime time, when people are listening, you 
have to sound professional, to have good dic- 
tion and vocabulary, because that’s how little 
kids learn,” 

Thanks to a 5,000-watt transmitter, Radio 
Universal has a 300,000-person audience rang- 
ing from Meridan, Conn., to the Vermont bor- 
der and as far west as Pittsfield. The nearest other 
Spanish-speaking stations are located in New 
Britain, Conn., and Hartford. Radio Universal 
is, in fact, the strongest signal in Spanish-speak- 
ing radio north of New York City. 

Thus Radio Universal has a kind of monop- 
oly on the Hispanic audience in the Valley. Placed 


in this fortuitous position, Alban is, as always, 
thinking ahead. First, he’d like to transfer the 
operations to Springfield, to a new building. “I 
see a big market,” he says, “and it’s growing, So 
we're going to grow too. Our radio is doing fan- 
tastic. WSPR will be so exciting that people won't 
have to turn on the TV.” 

He is driven, he says, by his love of radio. 
“Radio isa passion,” he says. “It’s something you 
want to give to someone else for nothing.” 

When he first took over, however, starting 
from scratch wasn’t easy. “For the first month, I 
worked alone,” he says. “I did all the organizing, 
I learned how to run the computer to do the 
programming, I was sleeping two hours a night.” 
Even six months later, he says, “every day, I learn 
alittle more.” 

Alban’s interest in radio began while he was 
still in Ecuador. As a teenager, he repaired old 


radios and antennae. His mother sang in a trio 
with his aunts, and his two sisters are also singers. 
“Always I heard music in my house,” he said. 
“When I came to this country, | didn’t know the 
language. But when I want something, I learn.” 
He plans to expand the entertainment pro- 
grams on Radio Universal, and dreams of giv- 
ing a car away, At the moment, WSPR features 
a mix of salsa, merengue, romantic music, and 
public affairs. He encourages community pro- 
gramming as well. For one thing, it pays. The 
Governor of Puerto Rico buys 30 minutes every 
Saturday morning to discuss the problems and 
the issues of the week. “He's bringing unity to 
the Puerto Rican community,” says Alban. “And 
they pay top dollar” The Governor's diction also 
meets with the fastidious Alban’s approval. “His 

Spanish,” he says , “is perfect.” 
— CH 
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Community 


Vlotetook 


“How the hell did this 
happen?” 


Bill Weld, needless to say, smells Washington. 

When he supported California Governor 
Pete Wilson's disastrous and short-lived pres- 
idential bid, many believed he was eyeing the 
vice*presidency, or perhaps a Cabinet posi- 
tion, 

Now Weld is challenging Senator John Kerry 
in next year’s election, and what promises to 
be one of the more engaging, informal debates 
between the two will happen right here in 
Springfield, 

WHYN-AM talk show host Dan Yorke has 
announced that he’s secured verbal commit- 
ments from both candidates to square off on 
his nightly WGGB-TV television program. 
“Three guys sitting around shooting the breeze,” 
says Yorke of the planned format.Time and 


overnor Weld practices his debating skills. 


date have yet to be announced. 

Yorke says he was able to secure early com- 
mitments from the two men by bypassing their 
campaign representatives and talking to the 
two directly. Weld agreed to the debate in a 
conyersation with Yorke on November 30, say- 
ing“...if [Kerry] can’t make it, we'll do it with 
an empty chair. How about that?” 

Kerry responded on December 5, accepting 
the debate. 

Yorke says his theory of access to politicians 
is to go right to the “movers and shakers them- 
selves,” who he believes ought to be in more 
direct control of their own campaigns. 

“Their respective camps are probably look- 
ing at each other and saying, ‘how the hell did 
this happen?” says Yorke. 

While the forum’s content will likely depend 
on what's in the headlines when the two actu- 
ally appear on the show, Yorke says he will bring 
up campaign finance, He expects Kerry to 
spend upwards of $12 million on the cam- 
paign, with Weld trailing by about $3 or $4 
million. The cost of modern campaigns, Yorke 
says, is “absolutely obnoxious.” 
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Cyberta: Good Intentions 


by Paul Bissex 


Cc TOP NUCLEAR TE "it said, in 

Se block letters that filled the 

screen, I was in charge of forward- 

ing e-mail messages submitted to an 

activists’ mailing list, and was intrigued by 

this one from Japan. Below the banner it 
said: 

“This is a chain letter to urge the French gov- 
ernment to stop nuclear tests. If you agree with 
us, please add your name to the bottom of the 
list, below, and send copies to your friends. We 
will add up the lists that had (sic) come back 
nch Government.” 


to us, and send it to the 

The English wasn't perfect, but the message 
was clear, At the bottom was a list of names, all 
students at the University of Tokyo. 

Remember hearing the words in the old 
shampoo commercial, “...and they told two 
friends, and so on, and so on,” as you watched 
the screen fill up with happy faces? Well, pic- 
ture how fast that screen fills up when telling 
ten friends is as easy as telling two, and instead 
of having to wait until you run into your friends 
during the week, you can send them an exact 
copy of the e-mail as soon as you've read it. If 
each new set of recipients acted on the students’ 
message within 12 hours by sending out just 
three more copies, within three days the mes- 
sage would have arrived in over 700 new mail- 
boxes — and almost five million by the end of 
a week, 

Powerful stuff. So, what if it gets out of con- 
tro] and you want to stop it? 

When | finished reading, I thought for a while 
about the massive task the students would face 
in collating lists of names from around the 
world, and about stories of computer crashes 
resulting from e-mail overload. I sent an e-mail 
message to them, and quickly got a form reply. 
Apparently I was not the first to voice these con- 
cerns. In fact, it seefned that, just nineteen days 
after they started it, the petition was already 
beyond control: 

“Thank you very much for those of you who 
have pointed out the troublesomeness (sic) 
about the chain letter. I have decided to stop 
collecting signatures by using chain letter, but 
then, I have to use the same method to stop 


A notice I received from them two weeks later 
put it this way: 

“We have sent our second chain letter to go 
after the first one, since that was the only way 
we could think of to stop the first one from 
spreading. However this is not working so well, 
and now many sites around world is (sic) hav- 
ing unnecessarily high traffics and are getting 


into troubles (sic),” 

The problem is, the retraction is forever on 
the heels of the original message. By the time 
someone gets the retraction they probably have 
already sent out the original petition. And by 
the time they send the retraction to their friends, 
those friends may have already forwarded the 
petition too. It’s possible that both of these mes- 
sages will continue making the rounds for years 
(or at least until the French stop doing nuclear 
bomb tests, whichever comes first). 

Last week I received another copy of the peti- 
tion. I told the friend who sent it to me about 
the retraction, then went back and checked out 
the list of names, The first dozen or so were the 
same as on the copy I had received over four 
months earlier. But from there they were total- 
ly different. Scrolling down through the list of 
names and locations, I could follow the mes- 
sage’s path around the world, From Japan it had 
gone to France, then Holland, then back to 
France, then over to Germany, down to New 
Zealand and Australia, then on a tour of 
American colleges, two or three Italian univer- 
sities, and finally back to America where, 188 
names long, it found me. | didn’t pass it on, but 
1 was glad that others had. 

It’s fitting that, in the 50th anniversary year 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, some Japanese 
graduate students would try to wave a flag for 
peace. The best part about this story is that for 
all the technical troubles, those two students 
and their friends have remained dedicated to 
their cause. In August they delivered over 50,000 
names to the French embassy in Tokyo, and 
they aren't finished yet. 


Sites in my Sights 

You can visit the site yourself and learn more 
about the history of the petition (so you know 
what to say when it shows up in your e-mail box) 
by pointing your web browser to 
http://www.iijnet.or.jp/nuke/, 


Don’t Just Sit There, Sit There 
and Do Something 

As I trolled the Web finding sites related to 
banning nuclear weapons, the fact that so many 
of them are located in Japan became itself a grim 
historical reminder. Both of the bombed cities 
have powerful web sites (http://www. nagasaki- 
noc.or.jp/na-bomb/na-bombe.html and 
http://www.city.hiroshima.jp/). 

Questions? Comments? Send a letter in care 
of this publication or drop a line via e-mail to 
biscuit@well.com, 
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last defeat: the unlovely swamps of Newdersey. 
With a 6 — 0 record, its best start to a season 
since Jack Leaman’s 1977~'78 team wonits first 
_cight games, UMass squares off against Georgia 
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East Regional final back in March; this wet 


they'll be tested by Georgia ‘Tech's precocious 


freshman Stephon Marbury, who just might make 
this year his last before opting for the NBA; 
UMass’ flying start in 1995 — 96 has created 
equal measures of surprise and delight among 
observers both farand near. Their shortcomings 
have not yet cost the Minutemen, and it may be 
merely nitpicking to itemize them: too little offen- 
sive contribution beyond the starting five; too 
much reliance on Edgar Padilla and Carmelo 
Travieso to play productively for 35-plus min- 
utes each night, with Charlton Clarke still recov- 
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tigation, and has claimed no responsibility in the 
release of the transcripts. Their appearance in 
the pages of the Boston Globe 14 months ago was 
a clear violation of the Buckley Amendment, 
which safeguards students’ academic records. It’s 
not yet known if the six players will target the 
Globe for additional litigation, which would seem 
the next logical step. * 
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GEHIND THE /TACE DOOR 


Meeting the unsung stars of pre-concert preparations 


by Ken Maiuri 


hat do nightclubs do 
during the day? Not 
relax, that’s for sure. 


While concertgoers get to recu- 
perate the day after a raucous 
evening, clubs are back at the 
beginning of a busy, endless 
cycle, preparing for the night's 
festivities. Just like any other 
place of business, nightspots 
have a visible work force that 


deals with customer service 
(waitstaff, bartenders, ticket-tak 
ers, security types) and also a 
“night crew,” the unsung army 
that puts the place back togeth- 
er and readies it for another 
attack. 

Keeping the troops in line at 
Pearl Street is the big-dude pro- 
duction manager, 24-year-old 
Scott Lee. But you can call him 
Ogre. Everyone else does. And 
though the nickname was given 
to him at age nine by his sister, 
who he had just hit over the head 
with a Kung Fu lunchbox, he's 
more than happy to be known as the “Og,” 
“There are a billion Scotts in the world,” says 
Lee. “But Ogre — people remember you.” 

Even if you don't know him personally, you've 
probably seen Lee up on the Pearl Street stage, 
moving equipment between acts, or just hold- 
ing down the fort. He’s a pro: he's worked at 
the Northampton club for over two years, before 
that at Katina’s for three years, and he started 
his career ten years ago as a humble loader at 
the Augora Ballroom in West Hartford, 
Connecticut. “I was 14 years old, loading Ted 
Nugent's stuff,” he says. “I've been the same size 
ever since,” 

As production manager, Lee’s got more to 
do these days than just lug around amplifiers. 
“I take care of all the hospitality for the band,” 
says Lee, “I tell them what time they're loading 
in, make sure there are enough people there to 
load up their equipment... just make sure 
everything runs very smoothly.” All of which 
takes a lot of work, although the difficulty level 
depends on just how big the big shot is. 

“For example,” says Lee, “The Jon Spencer 
Blues Explosion is very easy. It takes about a 
half-hour on the phone for production, plus 
four or five guys, including a sound man, for 
the whole day working on [the show] for set 
changes and stuff; that’s a smaller scale show. 
But fora Filter type show, it takes a couple hours 
on the phone, renting barricades, making sure 
we have enough staff on because it’s a high- 
security show; all the arrangements have to be 
perfect. On that scale, it’s almost Civic Center 
type of work. 

“But then we get bands like Fugazi in here,” 


Lee continues, “and they're like, ‘Uh, could we 
get some bottled water? We'll load our own 
equipment in and we'll be there a couple hours 
before the show to get some levels for a sound- 
check. We'll play, then give us our money and 
we'll leave. They're the nicest people in the 


uctionimanager_ 
if 
his 


world to work with.” 

Fugazi is content with spring water from a 
local supermarket; other bands are more, shall 
we say, high-maintenance. Everyone knows the 
Van Halen legend, when David Lee Roth 
demanded that all the brown M&Ms be taken 


Easy on the bass — The sound board at the Iron Horse in Northampton. 


out of their backstage supply. While no Pearl 
Street booking has quite achieved that level of 
super-spoiled stardom, the things that per- 
formers want in their dressing rooms (these 
things are known as a “rider”) run from the 
obvious to the just plain weird, and Lee has 


seen his share of odd rider requests. “I’ve seen 
people ask for condoms, tube socks, fresh under- 
wear, cigarettes, beer,” he says. “The biggest rider 
I’ve ever seen had to be for Squeeze. They want- 
ed five different types of cheese: one had to be 
from Germany, one had to be from Switzerland, 


it had to be cut in a certain way on 
certain crackers; they wanted four 
cases of beer, two had to be import- 
ed... this is something we have to 
set up and provide for them!” 

Lee stresses the amount of effort that 
goes into every show. “There are so 
many people who don’t get credit 
for the concert,” he says. “You get 
these [performers] who get up 
onstage and play for an hour and a 
half and walk offstage, but there are 
people who work as hard as them, 
who are working for half as much 
money, for ten times as many hours. 
Technical people, sound people — 
they're here for hours beforehand 
making sure everything is perfect.” 
And as far as technical people go, 
none are more respected than Dan 
Richardson, the stage manager and 
house engineer at the Iron Horse 
Music Hall. Richardson has manned 
the soundboard at the Horse and 
occasionally the Bay State Cabaret, 
as well as doing sound profession- 
ally in Chicago for 12 years before 
moving to this area in 1991. Yet with all his 
high-profile jobs (know that mysterious, mel- 
low voice at the Iron Horse that courteously 
announces the performer? Richardson.), the 
house engineer never had any training. 

“T went to school for everything else,” he says. 
“Engineering, pre-dentistry, a bachelor of fine 
arts in sculpture, a technical degree in elec- 
tronics.” i 

Richardson's experience started when he was 
a member of a bluegrass band in Minneapolis. 
“We spent the summer driving around in a van, 
going to bars and asking them if we could 
unplug the jukebox,” he says. “We brought along 
a pile of various people’s stereos and used it for 
a sound system, I was the one who knew how 
to hook the stereos up, so I was the sound guy.” 

But isn’t the Iron Horse’s highly regarded 
sound system a bit more involved than a 
portable pile of stereos? Richardson explains 
that the basic principles are the same. No prob- 
lem, 

“It was a completely evolutionary thing: play- 
ing in bands, using small equipment, going into 
bars and using bigger equipment, moving down 
the line to a mixing board,” he says. “Nobody 
showed me how to do it.” 

Besides, there are important qualities that a 
good sound engineer must have, above and 
beyond technical know-how, “You need patience 
and a sense of humor,’ says Richardson witha 
smile. “I used to drink too much coffee before 
gigs. And that was always a bad idea.” 

You also need drive,and Richardson's intern, 
24-year-old Asya Perkins, has the market cor- 
—continued on next page 
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nered on sheer enthusiasm for conceit sound. 
“T’ve always loved music, but never wanted 
to play it,” she says. “I figured I’m just a lis- 
tener.” 

Perkins got a job busing tables at the Iron 
Horse so she could be around music all the 
time. And then came the epiphany. “I'd be 
watching Dan and think, Man, that would 
be the greatest job in the world!’ And it is.” 

The unemployed Perkins has been assist- 
ing Richardson for two months (hers is an 
unpaid position), and also interns at a neigh- 
boring club, “I can wire the stage [that is, set 
up all the mikes and instruments into the 
appropriate channels that go into the board 
so it all comes out of the PA], and I’m intern- 
ing down at Pearl Street, too; there you have 
to know how to wire the whole system, 
because they have to move their PA upstairs 
and downstairs. It’s very technical. I’m not a 
very technical person, But I’ve wanted to do 
sound since I was seven years old. My par- 
ents would let me skip school, so I'd stay home 
and wear headphones and listen to records. 
But I figured to do sound, you had to be a 
guy —and go to tech school and have a pony- 
tail.” 

(Although, as fate would have it, Richardson 
does indeed sport the occasional ponytail, 
the hairstyle is completely optional.) 

“T just love [my job],” said Perkins. “It’s the 
first time I’ve ever really used my brain. went 
to school for psychology, but that wasn’t chal- 
lenging. This is challenging. It’s like, what 
makes the sound come out, what makes it 
happen? You look at the board, and there’s 

“all this shit going on, all these lights. And some 
of the people who are coming through, who 
I'm working with, setting up the stage for, it’s 
just like, ‘wow!’ And I’m starting to under- 
stand the mechanics of sound; there's a real- 
ly spiritual aspect of it and a technical aspect 


of it.” 

Though she’s a bit concerned with her 
dwindling savings, Perkins remains enthusi 
astic about doing sound, “This is really like 
my dream happening. It sounds cheesy, but 
it's true. This is something that I thought 
would never happen in my life. It’s a lot of 
work, but it’s cool. I’m really excited.” 

Richardson says the average concertgoer 
would be astonished at “the sheer amount of 
time that goes into [preparing for a show]. 
Between advancing the show with the artist, 
working on the sound system, setting it up, 
(doing a] sound check, babysitting the room 
before the show, running the show, tearing it 
down... frequently a show isa 10 or 12 hour 
day. For two hours of music.” 

And since Richardson does all that seven 
days a week, how does it affect the non-job 
part of his life? “I don’t exactly go to too many 
other concerts,” he laughs. “I listen to talk 
radio in the car.” 

Although Richardson expresses a fondness 


- for low frequencies (“I like it when it goes 


thump,’ he says), his favorite part of his job 
is the people. “Working with bands, it’s a lot 
more important for me to get along with the 
people than it is to particularly like the music 
that they're doing.” 

Of course, not every band or performer is 
pleasant. Sometimes there’s even a David Lee 
Roth type. “The single main drawback to 
being the house guy is that you have to work 
with whoever walks up on that stage,” said 
Richardson, “No matter who they are or what 
their attitude is, you have to make it work.” 

Being the patient, easygoing sound guy that 
heis, Richardson has the answer. “In the case 
of a bad experience with an artist or a guest 
engineer, it’s good to keep in mind that in a 
couple hours, they'll be gone,” he says. “And 
somebody nicer will come in.” * 
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Art 
No Laughing Matter 


twin Rommel, World War II era Nazi gen- 

eral, also known as the Desert Fox because 
of his military successes in North Africa, strides 
with a devil-may-care attitude into a British 
hospital, astonishing the German captives 
there. Later, under heavy fire, he leads a recon- 
naissance mission into British territory, He 
comes back with nary a scratch. In Poland, 
teenagers are systematically shot in the backs 
of their heads for distributing anti-Nazi 
posters. In Russia, captured civilians — men, 
women, and children — are herded into 
trenches and German soldiers throw grenades 
in after them. Scores of people are burned 
alive in their homes by the Germans, while 
Jews and other “undesirables” die by the mil- 
lions in concentration camps. In 1945, as the 
war nears its end, Rommel is implicated in a 
failed assassination attempt on Hitler. He is 
given the choice of either facing a tribunal or 
committing suicide. He chooses the latter. 

This isn’t the synopsis of a documentary on 
the life of Erwin Rommel. These are descrip- 
tions of panels from a comic book story by 
Wally Wood, a famous illustrator who worked 
for Entertainment Comics (EC) Publishing in 
the 1950s, 

EC was headed by William M. Gaines, who 
later went on to create Mad Magazine. Gaines, 
along with his editor, Al Feldstein, established 
their reputation with the publication of a hor- 
ror series called “New Trend.” Although they 
weren't the first horror comics, Vault of Horror, 
Haunt of Fear, and Crypt of Terror (later 
renamed Tales from the Crypt), went on to 
become the best known horror comics of all 
time. The extraordinary success of the horror 
comics prompted Gaines and his new editor 
and artist, Harvey Kurtzman, to produce Tivo- 
Fisted Tales and Frontline Combat, war comics 
written for servicemen and would-be service- 
men, 

Readers of EC’s popular crime and horror 
series were attracted to the realistic violence 
portrayed in the war comics — so realistic that 
the comics make an effective anti-war state- 
ment. Accuracy and detail were two of 
Kurtzman’s manias. Says Fiona Russell, cura- 
tor of the Words and Pictures Museum in 
Northampton, “Kurtzman was known for being 
hard-nosed about detail. He’s quoted as say- 
ing that if he had to draw a submarine, he and 
the artist went down into a sub to see what it 
was really like rather than just drawing one out 
of his head.” 

A current exhibit at the Words and Pictures 
Museum features the original black-and-white 
science fiction and war comics, Russell says, 
“They're a popular area of comics. They're the 
finest of the comics and they employed the 
finest artists working. I think there will always 
be a stigma attached to illustration, but this is 
definitely an art form that is gaining more 
respect.” 

Many of the EC, originals were bought at 
Sotheby’s or Christies whose auctions of comics 
and ephemera have become very popular. 
Russell says, “Comics are becoming more 
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respected because people don’t give them up 
at 12 and 13 anymore, As the readers aged, the 
stories became more sophisticated.” 

The Classics Comics Exhibit at the Words & 
Pictures Museum of Fine Sequential Art features 
some of the best known comic artists, including 
Frank Frazetta, Jack Davis, and George Evans. 
The exhibit will run through January. Winter 
hours are: Tuesday through Thursday, 12 — 5; 
Friday, 12 — 8; Saturday, 10 — 8; and Sunday 12 
- 5. The museum is closed Mondays. Admission 
is $3 for adults, $2 for students and seniors, $1 
Jor kids under 18. Museum members get in free. 

— Karen Shoffner 


Folk 


Free at Last 
CC 7es. My whole music career is based on 

Yee says 42-year-old singer-song- 
writer Greg Greenway, a Virginian now living 
in Boston. 

The beginnings of Greenway’s musical career 
are indeed rooted in sibling rivalry, When 
Greenway was cight, his older brother got a 
ukelele for his birthday, which he forbade 
Greenway to play. “Of course, I waited for him 
to leave. As soon as he would leave, I would 
note the position the ukelele was left in, and 
then I would play. Then I'd put it back exact- 
ly as I had found it, so I would not get pum- 
meled,.” 

Greenway was a better player than his broth- 
er right from the start. He doesn’t know whether 
to attribute his ability to physiology or moti- 
vation, but he says, “I’m sure it happens in some 
way to everybody, There’s something they can 
do right away at a level that’s really pleasing. 
That's what happened for me and the guitar... 
I picked the thing up and went, ‘Oh. This makes 
perfect sense,” 

After knocking around the folk circuit for 
several years, Greenway’s star seems to be ris- 
ing at last. He has shared the stage with his first 
hero, Richie Havens, as well as Cheryl Wheeler, 
Arlo Guthrie, Greg Brown, The Story, and Patty 
Larkin, to name a few. His fifth CD, Singing for 
the Landlord, was released this fall. It showcas- 
es his prodigious guitar-playing skills and pow- 
erful voice, which is as smooth as a fine cigar 
on the draw. He combines the fire of gospel, 
the laid-back lyricism of James Taylor, and the 
rhythms of South Africa into one package. 

His songs range from the winsome “Icarus,” 
a song inspired by W.H. Auden’s poem “Musée 
des Beaux Arts” (which in turn was inspired 
by Pieter Breughel’s painting “Landscape with 
the Fall of Icarus”) to“Under the Night Forever 
Falling,’ an African-inspired tune, to “One Man, 
One Woman, One Vote,’ which Greenway wrote 
on the occasion of the first free elections in 
South Africa. 

Greenway’s interest in South Africa was 
sparked the day Nelson Mandela came to 
Boston after being freed from prison. “I think 
(it’s) probably because I grew up in the South. 
It’s hard to explain to anyone who has never 
lived there, but there’s this tremendous dichoto- 
my. On the one hand, [people] are extremely 
polite. I was taught to be totally polite to every 
living human being no matter what, but then 
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December 


talent, hard work — and spite. 


when you start speaking in general, there’s a 
tremendously racist situation. A lot of the exam- 
ination for me has been about race. Years ago, 
I heard a song by Gil Scot-Heron called 
‘Johannesburg, I also sawa program that showed 
a guard house on the edge of the city, and blacks 
were having their pa checked on their way 
into the city, It just didn’t look right.” 

He wrote “Free At Last,” which is on his fourth 
CD, in honor of Mandela's freedom. “One Man, 
One-Woman, One Vote” was written in three 
hours before a gig in Virginia, In attendance was 
Robert Kennedy’s widow, Ethel, who had trav- 
eled to South Africa to meet with black leaders 
after her husband had been banned from that 
country. “The response to the song was great, 
and I got to talk with Ethel a little bit after the 


show. She was extremely nice, very low-key. You 


would never pick this person out as the most 
famous person in the room.” 

And Greenway’s brother would probably not 
have picked Greenway out as the most talented 
ukelele player in the room when they were chil- 
dren. But, as Greenway’s songs imply, there’s 
always room to expand your mind. 

Greg Greenway opens for Dar Williams at the 
Iron Horse on Friday, December 22 at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 at the door, 
and are available at the Northampton Box Office, 
Thornes Marketplace, 586-8686 or 1-800-THE. 
TICK, 

— Matthew Mackenzie 


Rock 
Naked and Dancing 


etting into the spirit of things, the Kevin 

Sysyn Band has released the Christmas 
Sampler of their independent label, Frying Pan 
Records, just in time for the holidays. 

Sysyn and company contribute two original 
Christmas songs to the sampler: “Rock Me, 
Santa,” a real honky-tonk, foot-stomping num- 
ber, propelled by John (J.T) McKenna’s hard- 
driving drumming, and “Let's Put Up the Tree,” 
which again features Kevin Sysyn, who sounds 
like a peppier and less self-conscious Chris Isaak. 
Other band members are Chris Wood on bass 


Singer-songwriter Greg Greenway fashions a career out 
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and Bob Halprein on lead and 
slide guitar and harmonica. 
The Optimist spoke with Valley 
dwellers McKenna and Hal 
Benoit, a singer-songwriter 
who sits in with the band. 
Optimist: How long have you 
been playing in bands? 
John McKenna: | started play- 
ing in bands when I was 10 
years old, A couple of high 
school kids in my neighbor- 
hood came and knocked on 
my door and asked my parents 
where the drummer was, I'd 
been practicing and they heard 
me. My parents were good 
enough to bring me down and 
said, “Here he is.” They asked 
me to join the band, When I 
was 11 years old, I was playing 
high school dances. They'd 
introduce me as their little 
brother. 

O: Did they corrupt you? 

(Lots of laughter.) 

Hal Benoit: He screwed them all up. 

McKenna: I went to this party where there 
was a bottle of Boone’s Farm or Strawberry Hill 
and it was passed around, It was quite a scan 
dal. Yeah, I think I might have had a hit off that. 

Benoit: But he didn’t swallow. 

O; Of the musicians you know locally, region- 
ally, or nationally, whose career would like to 


emulate? 

McKenna: I've worked a lot with the surviv- 
ing members of the Drifters, the Coasters, the 
Marvelettes, the Shirelles, just about every act 
that had a Top Ten hit from 1955 to 1968. I’ve 
seen a lot of these people whose careers peaked 
real carly and then went into a lifetime plateau. 
I work with Charlie Thomas, one of the origi- 
nal Drifters. Charlie’s a consummate showman, 
Every time I work with him I watch and learn. 
And yet here's a guy whose career, by the time 
he was 25 or 26, had gone as far as it was ever 
going to go. He didn't let it destroy him. He does 
fund-raisers for municipal fire departments and 
at schools for audiences of 2,000 to 5,000. When 
these guys were teenagers, they were playing the 
biggest shows at the time, but it doesn’t matter 
in the slightest. As he says when he hands you 
a hundred-dollar bill, “Sure beats working, does- 
n't it, son?” You're right, I guess it does. 

Benoit: The problem with rock is that there 
aren't that many people to emulate. The guys 
who have had successful careers pay an incred- 
ible personal price. I think that’s an aspect of 
the business that’s affected generations of musi- 
cians, like the Beatles, Jimi Hendrix, Chuck Berry. 
‘To see what happened to them is a frightening 
thing. You just have to make good music for as 
long as you possibly can. 

O: Your show at the Green River Café is billed 
asa Christmas show. What's in store for the audi- 
ence? 

Benoit: Cut back on the nude thing. 

McKenna: It’s a family thing this time. 

Benoit: John does play nude, but he’s sitting 
down so you can't tell. 

McKenna: A Green Day tribute. It’s billed as 


a Christmas show because of the date’s prox- 
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imity to Christmas. We do our Christmas num- 
bers, our two numbers from the Christmas 
Sampler, and we do a whole bunch of other R 
& B Christmas classics. We do “Run, Run, 
Rudolph,’ “Merry Christmas, Baby,’ Jingle Bell 
Rock,” Clarence Carter’s “Back Door Santa.” 
We do the Chuck Berry version of Charles 
Brown's “Merry Christmas, Baby.” We do the 
Keith Richard version of Chuck Berry’s “Run, 
Run, Rudolph.” There's a lot of derivation 
involved there. We'll have our Christmas 
Sampler there, and we'll be actively promoting 
that. 

Benoit: It’s definitely rock and roll Christmas 
stuff, 

McKenna: Yeah, straight ahead rock and roll, 
really more R & B— R & B in the classic sense, 
not in the modern sense. I forget now that R 
& B has a new meaning. It’s not like the Boys 
II Men stuff, as hip as that is. We just can’t sing 
that good, We'll do a lot of our other, more sec- 
ular original music and a lot of the R & B stuff 
we do as our regular show, We also do a lot of 
dance music, and being a drummer, it’s my 
mission in life to make people dance. 

Benoit: Actually, being a drummer, his mis- 
sion in life is to get women to take their clothes 
off while he’s playing. Then he knows he’s doing 
well. 

McKenna: That's true. If 1 can get them to 
dance, I’m on the right track. If 1 can get them 
naked and dancing, then I've — 

O: I thought this was a family show. 

McKenna: Okay, families naked and dane 
ing. 

The Kevin Sysyn Band will be playing its 
Christmas show at the Green River Café on 24 
Federal Street in Greenfield on Friday, December 
22, at 9 p.m., admission is $6. Call 413-773-3313 
for reservations. 

— KS 


Blues 
Nomad’ Land 


Mi: Nomad was struck by a blue light- 
ning bolt when he first heard the blues. 
“I just think the intensity of it hit me over the 
head when I first heard it in the '60s. The heart- 
felt emotion of the music really struck me. It 


Dance naked with The Kevin Sysyn Band at the Green River Café. 


just seemed to be coming from a no-nonsense, 
mature place,” says the local blues man. 

Nomad, who has written for db, an interna- 
tional music magazine, is devoting a lot of his 
time to his music career now that his latest CD, 
Got to Carry On, has been released. Nomad 
found the recording process satisfying — espe- 
cially now that it’s done. Half of the tracks on 
Got to Carry On were done in the studio, and 
half were done live. Nomad says, “I wanted to 
capture that live feeling that is really hard to 
get in the studio. Sometimes when you're in 
the studio, you just want to get through the 
take, You don’t have the benefit of an audience 
egging you on and it’s not as much fun. All of 
those things enter into the equation.” 

Between Nomad’s original “contemporary 
blues” compositions and his live cover record- 
ings, Got To Carry On is an electrifying 
Mississippi Delta blues ride. Nomad’s energetic 
guitar picking and scowling vocals, sometimes 
supported by mournful harmonica, wailing 
saxophone, bass, and drums, make their own 
mark on the genre. 

Nomad, born Mark Maulucci, took a stage 
name to really get into the blues groove. “Many 
of the great blues men had blues names — 
Muddy Waters, Howlin’ Wolf. In the ’80s, I was 
in Chicago jamming with Jimmie Johnson's 
band, and they wanted to introduce me. I’m of 
Italian background, and I knew they weren't 
going to be able to pronounce my name, so I'd 
been thinking about the name. It came out that 
night, and it’s been that way ever since.” He's 
very proud of his real name, but, he says, “It 
just doesn’t roll off the tongue in the blues 
world.” 

Nomad has thrown himself into that world 
with passion. The blues have made their mark 
on him, just as he has left his own stamp on 
the blues genre. “The sheer intensity and hon- 
esty of the music and the real strong feeling — 
it was very satisfying to hear . Its just got this 
timeless quality. It sounded very familiar to me 
when I first heard it and yet it sounded so real 
and ‘now’ I love all kinds of music , but this is 
the music that I love to play.” 

The Mark Nomad Band shares the bill with 
Hot Hammer Soup and Wildcat O'Halloran for 
Pearl Street’s Blue Christmas on Saturday, 


December 21 - 27, 1995 


Paula Barron 


Bluesman Mark Nomad shares the healing’ 


power of the blues. 


December 23, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $6 at the door. 
—KS 


Theater 


Broadway's Cookin’ with 
Barbara 


ack in the ’50s, Barbara Cook was the 
Pacis Broadway musical 
ingenue, creating the roles of Cunegonde 
(“Glitter and Be Gay”) in Leonard Bernstein's 
Candide and Marian (the librarian) in The 
Music Man, For two decades, she was the 
toast of the town with starring roles in She 
Loves Me, Carousel, and Showboat. Over the 
years, she’s turned to cabaret and record- 
ings, keeping her Broadway standards alive 
and well, and bringing new interpretations 
to other gems in the great American song- 
book. Her indelible performances include 
her 1985 New York Philharmonic appear- 
ance opposite Mandy Patinkin in Stephen 
Sondheim’s Follies, her collection of Walt 
Disney songs on the MCA label, and two 
current chart-busters, Barbara Cook... Live 
from London and Barbara Cook... The 
Broadway Years on the DRG label. Along the 
way, she’s won a Tony, a Grammy, a Drama 


Canadian Balsam Christmas 
‘Trees 
Custom Made Wreaths & 
Garlands 
Thousands of Poinsettas in 


896 Somers Rd. (rt. 83) 
Fast Longmeadow 
(413) 525-1002 


F Grand Hotel, My One and Only, and 


© Dancin’ Feet —42nd 


8 January 12 and 13 at The Bushnell. For tick- 


Desk Award, and a recent induction into 
the Broadway Hall of Fame. Much of her 
success is due to her 20-year collaboration 
with arranger/accompanist Wally Harper, 
who is equally regarded in the Broadway 
arena, as musical director, arranger, com- 
poser, and/or conductor for some of the 
biggest hits in recent years, among them 


Company. 
Cook and Harper bring an evening of 
Broadway to the Hartford Symphony Pops on 


ets: 860-246-6807. 
— Mark G. Auerbach 


Come and Meet Those 


Street Kicks Off Revival 
Tour at the Bushnell 


42nd Street was one of Broadway’s longest- 
running musicals of the 1980s, the last in a 
series of hits for producer David Merrick, and 
the final (and finest) musical staged by Gower 
Champion, the legendary dancer-turned- 
director (Champion died on opening night). 
Based on the famous Warner Brothers musi- 
cal, 42nd Street is one of those typical “back- 
stage” musicals, where the star breaks her leg 
before opening night, and the understudy 
goes on to become a star. The score includes 
the standards “Lullaby of Broadway,” “We're 
in the Money,” and “Shuffle Off to Buffalo.” 
Champion’s staging of these Busby Berkeley 
numbers, complete with flashy costumes and 
expert tap dancing, won the Tony Award. This 
revival tour of 42nd Street is produced by The 
Troika Organization, the same folks who pro- 
duced the top-notch tour of The Will Rogers 
Follies, currently making the rounds of New 
England theaters. Tony Parise, choreograph- 
er of the Off-Broadway musical Pageant, a 
performer in the original Broadway produc- 
tion of 42nd Street, and choreographer and 
director of several 42nd Street companies in 
the US, London, Australia, and (most recent- 
ly) New Zealand, recreates the Champion 
magic. 
42nd Street plays the Bushnell from January 
16 — 21. For tickets: 860-246-6807. 
—MGA * 
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Dance & Play! 
Relieve Stress! 
Get physically fit! 


(NEW SPACE - ENTRANCE IS IN 
FRONT ON FAR RIGHT) 
TONI BERGINS 


4)3-367-9210 Cost: $5.00 
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WINGS 


Educational Services 
CERTIFIED HOME 
HEALTH AIDE TRAINING 


DAY & EVENING CLASSES AVAILABLE 


'\ 


Tuition discounts for WINGS Caregivers Association Members 


For more information please call 


1-800-821-3131 * 413-789-9844 


AFTER CHRISTMAS 
Clearance Sale! 


at the Colonial Shoppes 
50 Main St., Williamsburg 
268-3387 * 268-3001 


THE DOCUMENT COMPANY 


OF 


WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS 


WHY BUY A COPIER WHEN 


ALL YOU WANT IS COPIES? 


Offered Exclusively by Xerox® 


~ Cost per Copy 
~ lease 
~ Rental 
~ New 


~ Remanufactured 

~ Previously Owned 
~ Demo Units 

~ Installment Purchase 


For more information call us at 1-413-549-4200 
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THURSDAY DEC. 21 e Friday, February 9 
DANCE PARTY ThE Direct From Havana ~ Truly Incendiary 


(-4 
18 & Over/Hosted by Adam Wright of Today's 99.3 S FINE “ARTS| National Cuban Folkloric 
The Area's Biggest Dance Party Dance Ensemble 
FREE FOOD COURTESY OF SUBWAY CEN TER Concert Hall, 8pm 
mea Presented with the generous support 


‘ : t 
FRIDAY DEC. 22 MAWACHE! ET of Cable Advertising and Community 
AT AMHERST 


RETRO NIGHT Paar ee es 
MUSIC FROM THE 70°S & 80°S ait Ld bl ie Y, 
“FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS AD” @ Incomparable an 

World Renown 
7:00pm 


wi Guarneri String Quartet 
EXHUMED % 


Bowker Auditorium, 7pm. 
ual Door 


BpVSsDAy DECEMBER 


Bay State Cabaret, 41 Strong Avenue 
Northampton, 584-8513. Truck with Ostrich Farm, 
Southern flavored funk, 10 p.m. 21+ 

Black Sheep Café, 79 Main Street, Amhers! 
0679. Jay Ducharme with Karen Dion, open music 
host goes zany, 8 p.m 

Club Metro, 492 Pleasant Street, Northampton, 582. 
9898, Extremos Productions presents Five Spot 
Lounge featuring Trailer Park, New Orleans tla: 
vored rhythm and blues, 9 p.m. 

Fire and Water, 5 Old South 
586-8336, yeP!, local 
pm, 

Green River Café, 24 Federal Street, Greentield, 


Presented with the generous support of WFCR 88.5 FM 
Thursday, February 15 


Grammynominated banjo/guitarist Brown gives Bela Fleck a 
run for his money: 
The Alison Brown Quartet 
Bowker Auditorium, 8pm 
Presented with the generous support of The Recorder 


SATURDAY DEC. 23 


CLUB NIGHT 
Dance with DJ Dave 
Now Available “THE CLUB CARD” 
Good For Free Admission on Saturda 
Reserved Tables, New Year's Eve, and More 


ret, Northampton 
synesthesia rock, 9 


FINE ARTS 


FOR TICKET INFO CALL FAC BOX OFFICE 773-3313. Klezamir, a sixth night of Chanukah 
Downstairs 8:00pm (413) 545-2511 on 1-B00-999-UMAS dance jamboree with Middle Eastern music. Bring 
Visa/Mast d ted a menorah, 8:30 p.rr 
BLUE CHRISTMAs, aa LI The Grotto, 25 West Street, Northampton, 58¢ 


MARK NOMAD BAND 6900. Sextles with Stranger ¥, 9:30 par 
Hadley Pub, Rte. 9, Hadley, 586-3880. Open mike 
HOT HAMMER SOUP ‘igh th Wldeat OHaforan 930 pan. an 
ew JLOCAt 2 HALLORAN f Katina 9H ley, 586-4463. Selectrocution 
Dap eee OOR IN Mole’s Eye Café 4 High Street Heboro, (802) 
SNAPCASE 27-0771. Open mikes night, 8:3 
othe Kable Pearl Street, 10 Pearl Street, Northampton, 584 ‘Truck barrels through your stereo like a tornado straight outta 
LI ike ileal sheet ele Greenfield. Hit the pause button and listen — this band is good. 


sie, 


— ~ eee Theodore’s, 201 Worthinglon Str 
ie pee BTHE GROTTO 79600 ty ra 
WEDNESDAY DEC. 27 Thurs. 12/21 : SEXTILES, LITTLE HIN 
GAY NIGHT Fri: Gay Night, 18+ Dancing 9-1 


mr @ Check, Please! Christmas, 
With DJ Dennis (no cover before 9:30) Bay State Cabaret. 4 Check, Please! Christrr 


Christopolis, Jim Roberge, and Matthew Kim click well together, 
producing tight raw funk. The lyrics grind with passion and are 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 22 refreshingly distinct from the energetic guitars, Ostrich Farm op 
way for Truck to drive on through the Bay State Cabaret in 


10 pm. 21+ Northampton (584-8513) on Thursday December 21 at 10 p.m.. 
THURSDAY DEC. 28 Sat 12/23: i Je (no corer before 9:30 Black Sheep Café. Jazzotree, the return of poet . 7 
nee /23: Dancing 9-1 | : ) a8 an oes mere llook for their very first CD to be released everywhere soon. 
C18 & Over) Sat 12/30: IPC Presents, THE UNBAND om slp sean see Pearl Street. "Death Before Christmas," Colorlest Green River Café. Swee! Hot and Sa 
FRIDAY DEC. 29 7:00 PM with MOTHER HOLLY Common Ground, 25 Elliott St., Brattleboro, 802 Productions presents Stell Fone : on Hampshire trio doing the boogie woo, 
VIC/BABY JANE DOE 257-0855. The Johnson Boys with The Luckies 26", Malaka!, and Holygtot pam 
& KILL THE CARRIER rockabilly, 10 p.rr 21+ Retro dance night, 9 p.m. —1 The Grotto, Modern rock dance night 
PANGLOSS/MERISTEM Fire and Water. Luann Arena, songwriter, & pr re vay Woe ha Ree Pak eater i ’ 
is > * * ali enchantments, 9 p.m.. Dave Mt = joneer Valley Brow 07 Taylor Street, ron Horse, Bo Diddley, an American | 
ge New Years Eve: THE COYOTES with me tare a la a Springlield, 732-BREW, The Mark Morr. Thc Kg 
aT Green Rivor Café. Kevin Sysyn Band, voled bes! Springfield's jazz and blues, 8 p.m, ~ midnight 's, Selectrocution dance party: 1 
LOVE MINUS ZERO Pi ycoelgh ley hia rcota reek ore fol 8 bir Red Basket Restaurant, Rie. 10, Southampion, —- Mole’s Eye Café. Traller Park, burning 
The Grotto. Gay night. 18+ 527-9863. Cool Breeze, oldies rock, 9 p.m. ~ mid Orleans-style Iquanas-like rhythm and 
ee BAR ¢ NIGHTCLUB night 
Hadley Pub. Plane! Blue with East of Mercy, classic ugh Pot 
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ik+4m Christians and Pagans Tour 
DAR WILLIAMS 
plus GREG GREENWAY 7pm 
N@xI Rock and Roll Royalty 
BO DIDDLEY 7 10pm WAN 


TUESDAY DECEMBER 26 


Green River Café. Open stage with host Rob Skelton, 8 p.m 
Sign up, 7:30 p.m: 

tron Horse. Kips Bay Ceili Band, making magic with Irish sweet 
harmonies, 7 p.m. 

Northampton Brewery, 11 Brewster Court, Northampton, 
84-9903. Open mike night with David 13, 10 p.m. = 12:30 
am, 

Pearl Street. Snapcase with Despair, straight-edge hardcore 
show, 7:30 p.m, All ages. 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 27 


Club Metro, Gay night with Steve Kolak, 9 p.m. = 1 am, 21+ 
ire and Water. "Word on Wednesday,” poetry open mike fea 


Five Nights « 
of & 
First Night! ° 


turing Keith Snow, 8 p.m, Sign-up at 6:30 p.m. Bud Collins, a FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
crazy cacophony of fun, 10 p.m 
lwon Horse. Stanley Jordan, jazz guitar virtuoso scaling the NIGHTS Countdown to 1996... 
frets, 7 p.m. 0 nh 5) ry Tuesday 26 7pm 
Mole’s Eye Café. The Lustre Kings, a holiday mid-week party 10pm tO 3ann Guinness Import Company presents Celtic Pub Band 
8pm. 88 Pleasant St.Northampton KIPS BAY CEILI BAND 
Pearl Street, Gay dance night, 9 p.m. ~ 1 am, 21+ 
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“ ovis EURO UNDERGROUND DANCE MUSIC wal wi 
: ; sen ae THURSDAY DEC. 21st, @ SPOT LOUNGE | | enr HARRY’S HAPPY HOLIDAYS DUKE ROBILLARD 

n and are TRAILER PARK PRU AACE AED | FROM EVERYONE AT CITY CAFE BE Sy 7 

ch Farm opens the WEDNESDAY DEC. 20TH: PIZZA 4 SUBS « SLICES all Wang 
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at 10 p.m. And aun Thursday - Saturday 1 Pearl St. Northampton Blue New Year Celebration! 


THURSDAY DEC. 28th E} SPOT LOUNGE 
STEVE WESTFIELD & THE SLOW BAND 
OREN UNITL 2:00AM 


LUTHER GUITAR JR. JOHNSON 
7pm show & 10pm Champagne Show open ‘til 2 
Special New Year's Eve Menu 
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Aim Rich alto sax! 
THE STEPHEN McCRAVEN 
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& FORT APACHE BAND \\)\}\ 
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JOHNNY COPELAND iii 
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Tish HINOJOSA, solo ZAR 
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Mon. _Tues. _‘ We Tues. Thurs. 
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ry Sal ee | 
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ER 31 Piano Bar & Wenz carpenter [TAVERN BAKER 


Smoking Lounge 
21 Center Street 
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413-386-8900 


Live imtertaimment 
Carpente: Weeltiky » Faill 


Iiiqmer License 


’s Eve Party, DECEMBER 26 
NBIK & STASH ~. TBA f 


COMING: Kenny Rankin, Odetta, Phil Woods, Thanks to Gr 


Louden Wainwright, 
Tremblay, Beau, New der fh Pu 
YE = Dance Floor! 


20 CENTER ST., NORTHAMPTO 


ALL AGES 86-8686 
ernie 586-0686 | 
RESTAURANT  Mihuitulamfutuiis 


584-9903 “It's the Only Beer in Town!” 


ART 
EVENTS/EXHIBITS 


DECEMBER 21 - 23 

*ANNUAL HOLIDAY SHOP Jocated across ‘rom the Post 
Office on Bridge Street in Northampton showcases crafts 
handmade Christmas decorations and ornaments, dolls 
stained glass, jewelry, wood tunings, and artwork — by over 
60 juried artisans and craters Hours are Tue - Fri, 11am -5 
pm, Satt1am -4pm, Sun noon - 4p m Call Histone 
Northampton at 584.601 1 


ONGOING 

AN ART EXHIBIT BY JACQUELINE MAIDANA (554- 
7099) is on display at Bart's in downtown Nortnampton 
through December 30 

ASIAN ARTS AND ANTIQUES in Amnerst (253-2443) wel 
comes vistors to its new gallery with a show of Oriental rugs 
and pillows by noted designer Nazir Anmed Butt ot Srnagar 
The show runs through January 7 

BUILDING THEMES: ARCHITECTURAL MOTIFS 
FROM THE PERMANENT COLLECTION shows al the 
Williarns College Museum of Art in Williamstown (597-2429) 
througn August 10 

CLASSIC COMICS {he Words and Pictures Museum in 
Northampton (586-8545) features a selection of short stories 
by artists Frank Frazetta, Jack Davis, Wally Wood, Roy 
Krenkle, Al Williamson, George Evans, and John Severin in 
the third floor galleries through February 11 

CRAZY QUILTING Quills by Denise Niemezyk based on the 
razy-quilt technique will be on display at Forbes Library in 
Northampton (586-0489) through December 30 

CREATIVE ART WORKS by Mount Holyoke students are 
hanging in the Raw Carrot Vegetarian Café and Juice Bar in 
Amherst (549-4240) through January 4 Mixed media works 
including oils, charcoal, and photographs of figures: still lifes, 
and landscapes are featured 

A CHRISTMAS SHOW Pahana Gallery in Northampton 
(584-2753) exhibits a show of small works by gallery artists on 
display through December 29 

DEEP WOODS An exhibit of recent watercolors by Tim 
Murphy Is on display at the Village Co-op in Leverett (367- 
9794) through January 31 

*EARLY JOURNEY. an exhibition of paintings and works on 
paper by Leverett artist Judith Ellen Sanders, is on display in 
the Northampton City Hall Gallery through the end of January 
Sanders focuses on nature and feeling by merging color with 
form to create a sense of expansion The exhibit is sponsored 
by the Northampton Arts Council (586-6950, ext. 269) 

EUROPEAN AND LIONEL TOY TRAINS 0} Peter DeRose, 
Steven Bass, and other private collectors are on display at the 
Science Museum in Springfield (263-6800, ext 312) through 
December 31 

400 POTATOES a crazy cartoon-style spud art exhibit by 
John Squier, is on display at APE Lid. (586-5553) on the third 
floor of Thornes Marketplace in Northampton through: 
December 30 

HANGING IN GREEN FIELDS MARKET fn Green‘ield 
(773-5157) is an exhibit by Walter Cudnohutsky and Bob Ellis, 
which will show through January 16 These local artists con- 
centrate on local nature and the keen sense of its vulnerability 

+1 AM A MAN: THE CIVIL RIGHT PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
ERNEST WITHERS. an exhibit of compelling images trom 
the ‘50s and '60s which chronicle the historic political move- 
ment, is on display at the Mount Holyoke College Art Museum 
in South Hadley (598-2245) through March 3 

JURIED PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT. Ihe Northamplon 
Center for the Arts (584-7327) will host the first annual 
Western Mass Juried Photography Exhibit showing through 
January 28 

KEEPING OUR DREAMS ALIVE an ar\ exhibition by 
Donna Estabrooks, Helena Dooley Mehta, Gina Beavers, and 
John Franklin, is on display at the Orange Arts Center in 
Orange (508-544-7121) through January 6. 

MY PITTSFIELD CONSCIOUSNESS an exhibit by Jonny 
Struth, is on display at Radius Gallery in Pittsfield (445-7223). 
The series of acrylic paintings depicts real and imaginary 
scenes of downtown Pittsfield and landscapes of the sur- 
founding area, and shows through January. 

NACUL GALLERY SOLSTICE SHOW. a group exhibition 
by seven highly visible and respected New England artists, 
shows al the Nacul Gallery in Amherst (256-6025) through 
January 26. 

NASHAWANNUCK GALLERY in Easthampton (529-9393) 
continues to show Painting Around, an exhibit of Western 
Mass. and Cape Ann landscapes by Jack Braudis, through 
December 31 

19TH-CENTURY YULETIDE IMAGES — frances 
Gagnon's collages of Christmases past, including an 1844 
elfin creature, are on display in the rotunda at Springfield City 
Hall in Springfield (739-3871) through January 2 

NOAH'S ARK takes over Ferrin Gallery in Northampton (586- 


4509) with a group show featuring miniature arks, folk art, 
painted pottery, woaden toys. music boxes, and ornaments 
The show runs through December 31 

PIERCED HEARTS AND TRUE LOVE: A CENTURY OF 
DRAWINGS FOR TATTOOS an exnibil of 120 drawings 
and rough studies for tattoos on vellum, in ink and watercolor, 
as well as acetate stencils, shows at Williams College 
Museum of Art in Williamstown (597-2429) through March 17 

THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY: MATRIMONY 
IN EARLY AMERICA Historic Deerfield’s holiday exhibit of 
New England marriage customs and costumes from 1750 
1920. 1s on display in te Western Mass Hall Tavem and Asa 
Stebbins House Museum through January 21. Call Jane and 
Karl Sabo at 774-5587 

POINTS OF REFERENCE/REVERENCE a extibito! 
architectural artwork by Kat O'Connor, is showing at 
Wistarianurst Museum in Holyoke (534-2216) through January 
21 

A SENSE OF SPACE an exhibit of oll pastels and paintings 
by Simone Alter-Muir, shows in the Burnett Gallery at Jones 
Library in Amherst (549-6914) through December 29 

SIXTH ANNUAL ILLUSTRATORS SHOW Rf Michelson 
Galleries in Northampton (586-3964) displays work by fea- 
tured artists Barry Moser. Jane Dyer, Lauren Mills and Dennis 
Nolan, Kathyrn Brown, Abigail Rorer, and Ruth Sanderson in 
the gallery through January 5 

TRADITIONAL AND ANTIQUE SILVER o! Amorican and 
European design from the museum's collection is on display 
at (ne Connecticut Valley Historical Museum in Springfield 
(263-6800, ext 312) througn December 31 

WINTER'S PEARLS. a croup show of nature's jewelry, is dis- 
played al Ferrin Gallery in Northampton (586-4509) through 
December 31 Cassandra, Dogtown, Pat Garrett, Lyn Licay, 


Mark Panioto 


Spindt Design, Meryl Waitz, and Wasabi are the featured 
artists, 


BODY/MIND 


DECEMBER 30 - JANUARY 1 

SILENT NEW YEAR'S DAY RETREAT Woolman bill in 
Deerfield will host a quiet overnight of reflection and medita- 
tion within a supportive gathering of companions. The work- 
shop will run from Saturday at 6 p.m. through Sunday at 3 
p.m. Call Mary Ellen Preston or Jonn Preston at 774-3431 

JANUARY 2 

*PRENATAL EXERCISE COURSE The Center for Women's 
Health at Providence Hospital will conduct a month-long 
series of classes on Tuesdays from 5:45 ~ 6:45 p.m. begin- 
ning January 2. Call 539-2950 to register 

JANUARY 4 

*FOUR CHILDBIRTH EDUCATION COURSES will be 
offered through the Center for Women's Health at Providence 
Hospital for expectant parents in the emotional and physical 
aspects of pregnancy, labor, delivery, and baby care. The 
courses will be held Thursdays starting Jan 4, Saturdays slart- 
ing Jan 6, Mondays starting Jan 8, and Wednesdays starting 
Jan 24 Call 539-2950 to register 


ONGOING 

BREATHWORK — Expand your breathing, resolve stress, 
clear your mind, and heal your emotional and physical body 
with breath, Susan lellamo (586-5685) offers breathing analy- 
sis and private sessions in Tranformational Breath'™ at Seeds 
of Transformation, 3rd floor of Fitzwilly’s building in 


Deadline for calendar submissions is the Monday one week before 
publication. Please direct all material to Calendar Editor, Optimist 
Publications, 13 Old South St., Northampton, MA 01060. 


Northampton. 

AIDS SERVICES OF FRANKLIN COUNTY provides case 
management services for people living with HIV/AIDS, a vol- 
unteer buddies program, support groups, and outreach edu- 
cation Call 773-8888 

“DIABETES SELF-MANAGEMENT,” 27) ongoing diabetes 
education program for diabetics and their families, is offered 
by Holyoke Hospital on Thursdays at 1:30 pm. Free Call 
534-2500, ext 5696. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING SERVICES he family 
Planning Council presents educational programs on human 
sexuality to various community groups each year The FPC 
also hosts “Positive Perspectives,” a forum of HIV-positive 
people who discuss prevention Call John Terrell at (800) 
696-7752 

FREE EYE EXAMS are offered ‘or low-income workers and 
their families without health insurance by VISION USA Apply 
in writing to VISION USA, 243 N. Lindbergh Blvd, St. Louis, 
MO 63141 by January 25 or call (800) 766-4466 between 
January 2-31 from 7 am -9 p.m. 

*FREE SPINAL EXAMS are offered to those with backach- 
@8, Neck pain, headaches, or other problems related to spinal 
of postural problems Visit Northeast Chiropractic in the 
Dunkin Donuts Plaza in Easthampton Call §29-2131 

©THE GIFT OF LIFE is one of the best holiday gifts you can 
give this holiday season at Mercy Hospital's Blood Bank 
December donors will be entered into drawings for Mt Tom 
ski passes and gift certificates to the Holyoke Mall at 
Ingleside Donors must be 18 or older (17 with parental con- 
sent) and weigh at least 110 pounds Hours are Monday, 
Tuesday, and Friday from 815. am ~4 pm, Wednesday 
and Thursday, 8:15am. -7 pm Call 748-9511 

HIV/AIDS COUNSELING, TESTING, AND SUPPORT 

SERVICES Ihe Family 

Planning Council provides free 

and anonymous pre-test risk 

assessment counseling, lab 
work, and post-testing counsel- 
ing with discussion of the 
results, Call Luz Pena Till at 

(800) 696-7752 

HIV COUNSELING AND 

TESTING HOTLINE pro- 


vides callers with information on 

the benefits and limitations of 

the HIV test, risk assessment 
information, and the location of 
all Mass anonymous/free HIV 
testing programs. In Spanish 

and English Call (800) 750- 
2016 

LEGAL SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH HIV/AIDS [he 
Law Consortium of Western Mass. offers HIV persons a sen- 
sitive and caring environment in which to iron out legal 
issues. The service is free to income-eligible people Call 
(800) 696-7752 or 747-5144 

MEDICAL CARE FOR PEOPLE WITH HIV/AIDS is 
offered through the Family Planning Council. Services include 
complete gyn care, massage, acupressure, and general 
medical exams Call (800) 696-7752, ext. 406 

TAKE POUNDS OFF SENSIBLY OPS can help you enjoy 
the holidays without losing perspective on your health Call 
Barbara Todd at 773-0391 or (800) 932-8677 for the nearest 
chapter 

YOGA — deep yoga classes of a gentle to moderate nature 
designed to create a profound level of relaxation, rejuvena- 
tion, and inner stillness are taught by Gary Halperin in 
Northampton. Call 584-7197. 

YOGA, KRIPALU STYLE Ihe Heart Song Yoga Center 
(525-0720) is offering beginner level yoga classes in East 
Longmeadow on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in 
December for a small fee wnen you donate a non-perishable 
food item to the Open Pantry 


CHILDREN/YOUTH 


DECEMBER 23 

CORRAL THE KIDS AT A SHOPPERS’ CAMP [he 
Children’s Museum al Holyoke (536-7048) will offer help for 
holiday caregivers by giving kids the gift of fun from 9 am 
1 p.m or noon -4 p.m. Parents should send a lunch with 


ballte the Prince 


Take a journey with Clara and her Nutcracker Prince through 
mystical places and among exotic characters. The magic 
and mirth of the holiday season come alive as the Hartford 
Ballet presents the last original performance of The 
Nutcracker. “This is the moment before the new beginning,” 
says choreographer Kirk Patterson, who will recreate the 
show next year for the ballet’s silver anniversary celebration. 
Savor some magical spirit at The Bushnell in Hartford (860- 
246-6807), Friday December 22 at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday 
December 23 at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. 
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their child. 

DECEMBER 26 - 27 

* “BREAD AND BUTTER.” Winterberry Farm at Woolman 
Hill in Deerfield will host a week of farm programs for kids 
starting Tuesday and Wednesday at 8 am Children in 2nd 
grade and up can learn how to milk Huldah and churn butter, 
and have time to visit the other farm animals. Bring a lunch, 
Then, “Muffins and Butter" will be held on December 28 and 
“Weaving For Kids" on December 29 Call Jill Horton-Lyons. 
or Jim Lyons at 772-1987 

DECEMBER 26 - 29 

*DECEMBER VACATION CAMP registration for youth ages 
6 ~ 12 is underway by the Hampshire Regional YMCA for fun 
and exciting programs Tuesday through Friday from 9 am, - 
4 p.m Extended care programs begin at 7:30 a.m. and oper- 
ate until 5:30 pm. Call Andy at 584-7086 

JANUARY 2 

*BRIGHT BEGINNINGS NURSERY SCHOOL PRO- 
GRAM at the Hampshire Regional YMCA has half-day 
space in the afternoons for children ages 2.9 ~ kindergarten 
beginning January 2. Call Holly Martineau, preschool direc- 
tor, at 584-7066, 

*Y’S KIDS AT BEAR HILL CHILDCARE CENTER local- 
ed at the VA Medical Center in Florence has space available 
for children ages 8 weeks ~ Kindergarten beginning January 
2 Call Holly Martineau, preschool! director, at 584-7086 


ONGOING 

*FREE SCOLIOSIS SCREENINGS are offered for children 
by Northeast Chiropractic in the Dunkin Donuts Plaza in 
Easthampton. Call 529-2131 

*SANTA ON VOICE MAIL Hear Santa's special Christmas 
greeting of love, holiday safety, the importance of giving and 
feceiving, and feeling happy about your presents. This mos- 
sage is sponsored by lel-Med service of Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital Call 586-5800, tape number 395 


CLASSES 
Ww 


DECEMBER 26 

*MAKE YOUR OWN EGYPTIAN JEWELRY and discover 
the secret of Egyptian hieroglyphics in a holiday vacation 
workshop al the G.W.V. Smith Art Museum in Springfield from 
noon — 4 p.m, Hear a story about ancient Egypt and visit the 
museum exhibit Timbuktu. Call 263-6800, ext. 379, 

DECEMBER 26 - 29 

“INTRODUCTION TO DANCE THERAPY: UNIFYING 
THE VERBAL AND NONVERBAL,” a workshop wilh 


Sarah J. Kaye, a registered dance therapist, will focus on 

increasing participant's awareness of their individual move- 

ment style and the creative and therapeutic power of move~ 
ment. The workshop will be held in Amherst from 10 a.m. = 4 
p.m Call 567-5209 to register 

DECEMBER 27 

*CREATE YOUR OWN ‘HORTON’ OR ‘SAM | AM’ 
PUPPET The Museum of Fine Arts in Springfield will offer a 
holiday vacation activity from noon ~ 4 p.m. Enjoy a Dr. Seuss 
story and see And fo Think That He Saw It in Springfield! 
exhibition on display at Connecticut Valley Historical 
Museum. Call 263-6800, ext 379. 

DECEMBER 28 

*SLED OVER TO THE SCIENCE MUSEUM in Springfield 
and get involved in several holiday activities offered. From 
noon = 4 p.m. view the new exhibition Before the Pilgrims: 
Native Americans in Pre-Colonial Massachusetts At 1 and 3 
p.m follow the “Stars of Africa” in the Planetarium, At 2 p.m. 
see live North American birds of prey and meet a “my: 
guest” presented by Wingmaster Julie Collier (sign language 
interpreted). From 3 - 3:30 p.m., create your own Native 
American beadwork (sign language interpreted), Call 263- 
6800, ext. 379. , 

DECEMBER 29 

“CREATE YOUR PERSONAL WODAABE MIRROR 
POUCH or other African craft in a vacation day workshop 
held at the Museum of Fine Arts in Springfield from noon - 4 
p.m Play gallery games and visit the /nspired by Draams: 
African Art trom the Derby Collection exhibition. Call 263- 
6800, ext. 379 

JANUARY 2 

“WORKSHOPS OFFERED BY DIVISION OF 
CONTINUING EDUCATION at UMass include art and 
photography; business and financial planning; career and 
personal development; family and life skills; health, food, and 
fitness; sports, recreation, and the outdoors beginning the 
week of January 2. Call 545-24 14 to register 

JANUARY 11 

*PIONEER VALLEY TAI CHI begins ils new winter begin- 

‘ners series at the People's Institute in Northampton on 


Thursdays, January 11 ~March 28, at 7:15 p.m. An open 
house and open push hands practice will also be held at 
Munson Memorial Library in Amherst the first Sunday of each 
month starting in January from 2 - 3:30 pm and 430-6 
Pm, respectively Call 259-1049 


UPCOMING 

*BECOME A LICENSED FAMILY DAY CARE 
PROVIDER Child Care Focus and Valley COC has 
designed a special 3 week training program for 10 hours/ 
week. Dates are February 5-23 and the training Is free to 12 
residents of Northampton only. Upon completion, trainees will 
be licensed and reacly to care for children Call (800) 962- 
5511 or 582-4218 

SPRING STUDY TOURS TO SCANDINAVIA North 
Adams State College invites the public to a study tour of 
Copenhagen, Oslo, Stockholm, and Helsinki from March 14 
31. The tour is designed to teach participants about 
Scandinavian history, including recent events. A deposit is 
required by December 22 Call Connerton at 663-5478 or 
663-5048 

SUMMER ART WORKSHOPS IN ITALY Hegistration is 
now open for next summer's workshops, hosted by nationally 
known artists Fred Wessel (586-0708) and Bill Patterson (253- 
2640). The Umbria-Tuscany-Rome workshop and the Assisi- 
Venice workshop will give artists plenty of time to create and 
explore ltaly 


ONGOING 

COMPUTER WORKSHOPS aye offered during December 
and January through DBS Consulting Service in Greenfield 
Microsoft Windows and PowerPoint, internet, WordPerfect, 
Windows 95, NetWare, and Quattro Pro 6.0 are some of the 
courses available Call 772-2526 


EVENTS 
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practice clinicians, as well as workshops, therapy groups, and 
support groups. Call 586-2627 

THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL YOUTH PROJECT 0! 
the Pioneer Valley in Northampton (584-4213) offers support 
groups and activity programs, AIDS and safer sex information 
and mentor programs to any teen under 19 wna is gay, les~ 
ian, bisexual, or questioning their sexual orientation 


MEETINGS/_ 
CONFERENCES 


DECEMBER 21 

OPEN HOUSE FOR “JUMP START.” A free pre-college 
program for low-income women will be the focus of an open 
house information meeting in Room N330 at Greenfield 
Community College (774-3131, ext 327) from 9:30 - 10:30 
am. Classes for Jump Start begin January 29. 

DECEMBER 27 

“WEAPONS ELIMINATION COMMITTEE will meet al 
Bangs Center in Amherst at 7 p.m Call Ginny Schneider at 


ONGOIN iq” 665-0536 

THE PARADISE CITY FILM COOPERATIVE has occa- 
sional informal meetings for area film and video makers 
Meetings are announced to members and open to all Call 
582-0252 or 256-4908 


OUTDOORS 


Optimist Community Calendar 


DECEMBER 21 

SOLSTICE CELEBRATION Avcadia Nature Center and 
Wildlife Sanctuary will host a relaxing time of cultural and nat- 
ural history readings by the bontire from 5 6 p.m Call 584- 
3009 to pre-register 


: il i 
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Doltln Springhield 
This holiday vacation, take the kids to the Quadrangle for oodles of clever 
activities, At the Museum of Fine Arts on Wednesday, December 27, create 
your own Dr. Seuss paper puppet and listen to volunteers read stories about 
green eggs and ham and how the Grinch stole Christmas. Then stroll over to 
the Connecticut Valley Historical Museum and visit the Dr. Seuss exhibit, And 
To Think That He Saw It in Springfield! This ongoing workshop runs from 
noon — 4 p.m. So walk in and stay as long as you want. It’s free (except for a 
small fee if you choose to make a puppet). 


DECEMBER 21 

*2ND ANNUAL SOLSTICE CELEBRATION will be pre- 
sented by Arcadia Nature Center and Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Easthampton to celebrate the shortest day and longest night 
of the year This family program from 5 ~6 p.m. will be out. 
doors around a bonfire; dress warmly, Call 584-3009 to regis- 


ter 

*STILL LOOKING FOR THAT SPECIAL HOLIDAY 
GIFT? The El Arco Iris Youth and Community Arts Center in 
Holyoke will sponsor its first annual youth crafts fair, Art stu 
dents will be selling pieces they made this fall, and money 
raised will go toward programming for 1996. The fair will be 
held in the Skinner Community Center, 2nd floor, in Holyoke 
from 4-7 p.m Call Lorna Kepes at 532-2360, 

DECEMBER 

VALLEY VEGETARIAN SOCIETY POTLUCK [he Valley 
Vegetarian Society will hold its 2nd meeting at the Cliff View 
Manor Community Center at the base of Mt Tom in 


Easthampton al 6 p.m. Bring a vegetarian dish, a friend, and a 


recipe to exchange. Claudia Gitman will present a talk, "Food 
and Mood," at 7 p.m. Call 529-2131 

“WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION with a fire coromony 
and meditation will be presented by Sunray Meditation 
Society in Leverett beginning at 6 p.m with a potluck The 
ceremony will begin at 7°30 pm. Call 369-4252 or 548-9394 


GLB EVENTS/INFO 


ONGOING 
GLBT COUNSELING AND PSYCHOTHERAPY REFER- 
RAL SERVICE lists “gay-friendly” agencies and private 


DECEMBER 23 

OBSERVATORY OBSERVING [he Amerst Astronomy 
Association will conduct a free program at Amherst College 
Wilder Observatory at 9 p m. Call Tom Whitney at 256-6234 

PLANETARIUM SHOWS [he Amherst Astronomy 
Association will conduct a free show at Amherst College 
Bassett Planetarium at 4 p.m. Call Tom Whitney al 256-6234 

DECEMBER 27 - JANUARY 1 

NEW YEAR'S VACATION FAMILY CAMP Spend a week 
in Vermont's winter wonderland at Hulbert Outdoor Center in 
Fairlee, Vt Explore the woodlands on snowshoes, listen to sto- 
fies by a fire, or spend the day skiing. II's an old-fashioned 
country paradise. Call (802) 333-3405, 

DECEMBER 30 

*“CELEBRATION OF THE WINTER NIGHT.” Northneld 
Mountain will host a rousing family program with stories, 
games, and discussions about winter and nocturnal animals, 
The event will be held from 6:30 - 8 p.m, Call 659-4465, 9 
am.-5 p.m Wed ~ Sun, to register 

JANUARY 26 - 28 

“WINTER ECOLOGY WEEKEND at Hulbert Outdoor Center 
in Fairlee, Vt will prove to enlighten and calm the most stress- 
ful city dwellers. The weekend, open to adults and children 
over 14, will focus on the unique adaptations that enable ani- 
mals and plants to survive the long winter Bring your snow- 
shoes or cross-country skis. Call (802) 333-3405 or write 
Hulbert Outdoor Center, RR 1, Box 91A, Fairlee, VT 05045 


BRIGHT NIGHTS AT FOREST PARK [east your eyes on 
holiday lights as you drive through Forest Park. Seuss Land, 
Victorian Village, Winter Woods, and North Pole Village await 


PRE-CHRISTMAS SALE! 
© 50% OFF ALL FONTANINI 
OPEN STOCK (ONLY) 
NATIVITY FIGURES - SALE 
STARTS DEC.11 
The 


OF THE DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD, Inc. 


12-14 CENTER STREET at MARKET SQUARE 


CHICOPEE, MA 01013 
594-5111 Hours: M-F 9:30-5:00 
SAT 9:30-4:00 


thru XMAS THURS, ‘til 7:00 


KENWOOD 


__AM/FM/Cassette 
with 10 disc CD Changer 


i) 


J 


Sound & Music 


351 Pleasant Street Northampton 
584-9547 « visa & MasterCard accepted 


NO, INEXPENSIVE. LOW PRICES EVERY DAY AND NO 


COUPON HASSLE. COME TO PARADISE COPIES 


HEA \ 
RACQUET 


You know an exercise program 
is good for you. 


585-0414 


What are you waiting for? 
8 weeks for $89.00 


122 Chestnut St., Springfield + (413) 737-6675 


155 Ashley Ave., West Springfield » (413) 781-0181 


NO, INEXPENSIVE. LOW PRICES EVERY DAY AND NO 
COUPON HASSLE. COMETO PARADISE COPIES 585-0414 


Service is our 
Product 


...along with Competitive Prices 
and Top Quality. 


ning + Hi-Res Output Dig. proofing + Separations 


7 Art Proofs 


No matter what your needs in electronic prepress or even traditio phics processes, camera work. 


or stripping, AUhas you covered. Our graphics and prepress professionals have experience in every phase 


of graphic arts production. Bring st job. Problem solving is our specialty. 


AL uses only state-of-the are equipment ro make sure you get the very best results in the fastest time 


ty color proofs made on actual print 


pouible. From imagesetter ouput, negativ 


stock, Al Electronic Prepress does ital 


ip 10 22” X 26” 


asput 


Call Toll-Free for free Pickup or drop box locations in 
Northampton or Amherst 
1-800-468-5235 
Springfield Calling Are: 
* Fax 413-525-8762 
81 


1028-08) 


East Longmeadow. M 


GRAPHICS 24 nour aus (413) 525-921 


F OBERT TOBI vy 


Boshi Ot Or (SSR 


NEPA AWARD WINNING 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
Specializing in Candid, Unobtrusive Wedding 
Photography, Portraiture, and Art Photography. 
Imaginative Promotion for Musicians, 
Performers and Advertisers. Also Portfolio 


for Artists, Artisans, and Models. All at 
reasonable rates! 


Published in Newsweek, Sports Illustrated, 
People, The New York Times, INC., Yankee, 
USA Today, New England Monthly, Artforum, 


and OH NO NOHO. 


] Sock OR er 
NORT H-AcMeP-EOuN 
4° bk “So © BD 3S 


in Forest Park in Springfield from 6 ~ 11 p.m. Bright Nights 

is on display through January 7. Call 748-9148 

MULTI-AREA SKI PASS AVAILABLE through five cross- 
country ski areas for the upcoming season. With the trans- 
ferable pass, anyone can ski twice at Notchview, Stump 
Sprouts, Swift River Inn, Northfield Mountain, and Hickory 
Hill Call 634-5751 

1996 GARDEN CALENDAR, highlighting perennials for 

low-maintenance landscapes and year-round gardening 

tips, is available from the UMass Extension staff (545-0895) 


PERFORMANCES 


DECEMBER 21 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING ON THE COMMON Orgaris! 
Elizabeth Bolton will play international holiday carols and 
then lead the audience in a sing-along at the Second 
Congregational Church in Greenfield from 12:10 ~ 12:45 
pm. Call 774-3476 

*HARTSBROOK STUDENT CHOIR Youngslers from 
Hartsbrook School will sing songs of winter at Bread and 
Circus in Hadley (586-9932) beginning at 11am 

DECEMBER 21 - 24 

ITS AUTHENTIC The Whetstone Theatre Company (802- 
257-2600) will present the world premiere of Irue Magic by 
Evan Blake ih performances at the theater in West 
Brattleboro on Thursday at 7 p.m, Friday - Saturday al 8 
p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m 

THE MAGIC LANTERN: CLASSIC HOLIDAY TALES 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY, a world premiare produc 
tion of favorite holiday children’s stories, shows at 
StageWest in Springfield (781-2340) at 6 pm. through 
December 24 

DECEMBER 22 

TER! RAMBO will perform cheery acoustic folk to brighten 
the winter day at Bread and Circus in Hadley (586-9932) 
from 1 - 2:30 p.m 


POETRY /PROSE 


ONGOING 

AMHERST WRITERS AND ARTISTS offers daytime and 
‘evening creative writing workshops in fiction, nonfiction, 
and poetry. All ages of people with beginning and 
advanced levels are invited to participate. For general infor- 
mation, call Director Pat Schneider at 253-3307 

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP ‘Celebraling 
Ourselves and One Another Through Writing,” a workshop 
for women, is held ThUrsday evenings in Amherst by Susan 
Solomon-Darling Also, another evening workshop for men 
and women is forming in Amherst. Call 549-4058 

*45TH ANNIVERSARY POETRY CONTEST is offered 
by Artists Embassy for all poets worldwide, with over $3000 
in prizes and a $1000 grand prize. Send 1 poem of 21 lines 
or less in any format on any subject to Artists Embassy, 
1598 Shrader Street, San Francisco, CA 94117 Poels name 
and address must appear on the page with the poem Call 
Richard Angilly, director, at (510) 235-036 1 

*FREE NORTHAMPTON POETRY CONTEST A $1000 
grand prize is being offered in a contest open to anyone liv- 
ing in the Northampton area. Send 1 poem on any subject, 
any style of 21 lines or less to Free Poetry Contest, 1626 N 
Wilcox Ave , Suite 126, Hollywood, CA 90028 Hurry, dead- 
line is February 18 

FREE POETRY CONTEST [he Bards of Burbank are 
offering a $1000 grand prize for the winning poem Send 1 
poem of 21 lines or less on any subject in any style to Free 
Poetry Contest, 2219 W Olive Ave., Suite 250, Burbank, CA 
91506. Entry deadline is December 25. Call Dr Scribner 
director, at (213) 462-8908 

*FREE POETRY CONTEST New Jersey Rainbow Pools is 
sponsoring an open religious poetry contest with prizes 
totaling $2000, Send 1 poem of 21 lines or less on any sub 
ject/style with a spiritual inference to Poetry Contest, 103 N 
Wood Ave , Suite 70, Linden, NJ.07036 Deadline is 
February 15 

GAY MEN’S WRITING GROUP meets [hursdays for cre: 
ative writing activities and exercises and support/feedback 
for personal writing projects, Free Call Stefan at 247-9141 

SEND YOUR WRITING SAMPLES [he Speak Out! 
series (508-544-6407) is currently accepting writing for next 
year's reading series. Send no more than six selections to 
1794 Meetinghouse, Speak Out, PO Box 8, New Salem, MA 
01355 (include SASE) 


SUPPORT GROUPS 


DECEMBER 27 

*BALANCE DISORDERS AND DIZZINESS SUPPORT 
GROUP will moet in the Deliso Conference Center at 
Mercy Hospital at 7 p.m. Call Lois Osetek at 748-6840 

*SPINAL CORD INJURY SUPPORT GROUP will mee! 
in the Deliso Conference Center al Mercy Hospital at 7 p.m 
The free meetings are held the last Wed of every month 
Call the Weldon Center for Rehabilitation at 748-6800 

SUPPORT GROUPS FOR FAMILY MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS of people suffering trom Alzheimer's Disease will 
meet at the Geriatric Authority in Holyoke (536-8110) on 
Thursday from 730 - 9:30 p.m and Tuesday from 2-4 
pm 


ONGOING 

ADULT CHILDREN GROUP for those in search of healing 
is forming A heart-centered approach is offered by Holly 
Levinson, LICSW, at 584-7363. 

*APHASIA SUPPORT GROUP Persons with aphasia can 
get information and fellowship at a weekly meeting in Mercy 
Hospital's Deliso Conference Center Fridays from 9:30 - 11 
a.m. The meetings are sponsored by the Weldon Center for 
Rehabilitation Call David Landry at 748-698 

*CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets Mondays in 
Providence Hospital's auditorium at 7 p.m. Persons with 
cancer can find information and fellowship with chaplain Sr 
Madeleine Joy, S P_Call 539-2950 

CODA BASED 12-STEP GROUP FOR THERAPISTS 


December 21 - 27, 1995 


meets every Wednesday at noon in downtown 
Northampton. Men and women are encouraged to inquire 
Call 586-7377 or 256-0959 

GAY MEN’S THERAPY GROUP. a facilitated monthly 
support group, offers support to men who feel their lives are 
too busy and to those going through the coming out 
process. Call GLBT Counseling and Psychotherapy 
Referral Service (586-2627) 

HOME CARE P.R.N. ALZHEIMER SUPPORT GROUP 
meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month at Wilbraham Senior 
Center in Wilbraham from 6:45 - 8 p.m. Call 737-3597 

LESBIAN, GAY, AND BISEXUAL BEREAVEMENT 
GROUP A free support group is now forming, Call GLBT 
Counseling and Psychotherapy Referral Service at 586- 
2627 

SEASONAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER (SAD)/WINTER 
DEPRESSION SUPPORT GROUP js forming in 
Northampton. Call Gary at 584-7197 

SPIRITUAL JOURNEY A gyoup is forming to offer support 
and guidance for your spiritual path, including soul 
advancement, inner healing, and deepening the heart Call 
Holly Levinson, LICSW, at 584-7363 

*STRAIGHT SPOUSE SUPPORT GROUP Confidential 
Western Mass. meetings. Call GLBT Counseling and 
Psychotherapy Referral Service at 586-2627 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR POST-OP TRANSSEXUALS 
is now forming to meet in the Valley once a month. Call 
GLBT Counseling and Psychotherapy Referral Service 
(586-2627) 

WOMENSONGS. a heart-centered support and therapy 
group for women in any kind of transition is forming Call 
Holly Levinson, LICSW, at 584-7363, 


VOLUNTEERS 


ONGOING 


*ADOPT AN ANIMAL from (he Forest Park Zoological 
Society, Animal adoptions make wonderful gifts and come 
with benefits like free Zoo passes, free Zoo train rides, fact 
sheets and animal photograph, and a personalized 
Adoption Certificate Call the Zoo in Springfield at 733- 
2251 

*THE BETWEEN FAMILY AND FRIENDS CENTER 
WANTS YOU if you are looking for a rewarding and edu- 
cational experience working for a home base for those 
dealing with HIV/AIDS Volunteers are needed for trans- 
portation, outreach, buddies, childcare, cooks, and office 
help. Call Frank Baldasarre at 747-6236, 

FIELD WALK LEADERS NEEDED {or Arcadia Nalure 
Center and Wildlife Sanctuary's school program. Volunteers 
will lead small groups of school children in environmental 
education activities one morning a week No experience is 
necessary. Training will occur on January 11 and 18 from 9 
am —noon. Call 584-3009 

FIRST NIGHT, NORTHAMPTON 1996 [he 
Northampton Center for the Arts and the First Night 
Planning Committee requests volunteers to aid in all 
aspects of planning this community celebration All volun- 
teers get free First Night buttons and a one-year member 
ship to the Center for the Arts. Call Kathy Service at 584 
0784 of 584-7327 

FREE TRAINING FOR ELDERS Highland Valley Lider 
Services is offering individualized training programs to job 
seekers over 55 who are pursuing part-time and fulltime 
employment Call Jody Kean at 586-2000/800-322-0551 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST Sylvostor's 
Restaurant in Northampton (586-5343) is sponsoring a 
build-it-yoursel gingerbread structure contest for the most 
creative and the most popular holiday house Entries are 
due at the restaurant by December 18 at 4 pm 

*THE HOMESHARING PROGRAM al UMass \s actively 
seeking families with extra room in their home in exchange 
for childcare assistance. HomeShanng is also seeking 
elders who want some in-home companionship during the 
day or night. Call 545-0865 

LETTERS FROM SANTA Special Olympics will send a 
personalized letter to your child or loved one when you 
donate $5 or more Send a donation with the name, 
addn x, and special Christmas wish to Special 
Olympics, 15 Highland Park Drive, West Springfield MA 
01089-4529 

«MARKET YOUR TALENTS WITH SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS The Special Olympics "Recycle for Gold” 
gram for unwanted vehicles is looking for persons interest- 
ed in spending 5 ~ 10 hours per month creating and imple- 
menting marketing strategies and overseeing the work Call 
Alice Zuvers at 747-8946 

NATURE CENTER HOSTS al Arcadia Nature Center and 
Wildlife Sanctuary are needed to greet the public and 
answer phones on Saturdays from 9 a.m. = noon or noon ~ 
3pm twice a month or on other shifts during the week The 
only requirements are a desire to help an environmental 
organization, a willingness to learn more about natural his- 
tory, and an interest in working with people. Call 584-3009 

*NECESSITIES/NECESIDADES an organization for bal- 
tered women, is seeking women for the hotline, legal advo- 
cacy, administration, and childcare. Volunteers are asked to 
make an 8 month commitment and to work 16 hours/month 
The next 40-hour training begins February 18 (child care 
provided). Call Shellie al 586-1125. Application deadline is 
January 20 

SHARE THE HOLIDAY WARMTH and donale your new 
or used winter hats, mittens, and scarves to decorate the 
annual Mitten Tree at the Central Library in Springfield (263- 
6800, ext. 290) The tree is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Springfield Library and will be in place through January 5, 

TEACHERS AND TUTORS NEEDED at the Western 
Mass. Shelter for Homeless Veterans in Northampton. Six- 
week one-hour classes begin January 1 Teachers are 
needed in comedy, communication and computer skills, 
creative and résumé writing, current events, music lessons, 
post traumatic stress, relationships, stress management, 
T’ai chi and yoga, and watercolor Tutors are needed imme- 
diately in basic writing, reading, math, and spelling, Call 
Any Shornstein or Gretchen Sullivan at 582-3059 
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TO SEE SOMETHING PERSONAL, 
TURN TO PAGE 46... 


Built in stereo 
mimics riding sounds 


e 20" color monitor 
with CD-ROM 


e Fans synchronize 
with speed 


e Free-moving seat 
tilts into turns 


The ultimate merging of computer technology 
and exercise. Not just new and improved. 


REVOLUTIONARY w- 


, Amherst, 256-0080 


, 460 West St. 


Amherst Athletic Club 


ee 


RAY’S CLEANING & 
MAINTENANCE 
Livingroom carpet cleaned 
FREE! 


| purchase of deaning of 3-piece livingroom set, 
» CARPET CLEANING re 
<{4 UPHOLSTERY CLEANING § 
TILE FLOORS STRIPPED, SEALED 


413-538-9542 


BOOKS 


* 51 Books on Puritanism 
* 13 Books on Eisenstein 
+ 4 Books on Jewish Cooking 
Rte. 5 N. Hatfield 
247-3028 


hh Books & Records 


John Melanson 


\Qptimist/Record Review 


Veterans Law 
Representation 
before the Court of 
Veterans Appeals 


533-3070 
Metropolitan 


Used and rare 
Bought & Sold 


9 3/4 Market Street 
Northampton, MA 


413 °*586°7077 


AREA’ 
Wall, Pocket, Engagement 


Professional Planners 


189 Main Street 
Northampton, MA + 586-6304 
Open Late Every Night 
Sundays 12-5 


GRAND OPENING 
Spectacy Rs 5 AML 


SELECTED 


MOUNTAIN BIKES 
by GIANT 


PLUS SPECIAL 
PRICES ON 
SELECTED MODELS 


by Marin, Peugeot & Barracuda 


“ 


ertormance 


‘N 


Buy Now or 
Layaway for 
Christmas 


+ VISA 


* MASTERCARD 
* DISCOVER 

* DEBIT CARD 
ACCEPTED 


BIKES e ACCESSORIES e REPAIRS 
1584 Dwight Street e Holyoke 
(413) 535-BIKE (2453) 
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Man, Myth, & Legend” last year and presented it to his parents on Christmas 


B ryan Forbes is a sophomore at Chicopee High School. He wrote “Santa Claus: 


Eve. Mr. Forbes is a National Library of Poetry semi-finalist, and his work will 


be included in a National Library anthology in the spring. He enjoys reading, bas- 
ketball, and baseball in addition to writing poetry. } 


Santa Claus: Man, 
Myth, & Legend 
This isa story 
About our friend, Santa Claus, 
His life growing up 
And his miniature flaws 


Bortvon the 25th 

A long time ago 

In the month of December 
In the year double zero 


When he was a kid 

He always played with toys 
He said, “When I'm older, 
I'll make ’em for girls and boys 


A big, huge collection 
Of my favorite games 

‘To give out to kids 

With all different names” 


But his parents disagreed; 
They thought he was a fool 
They said,”Get a real job 
After you finish school” 


Santa couldn't believe 
His parents made this choice 
He didn’t have his say 
He didn’t have a voice 


He thought, “T'll show them 
I'll run to the North Pole 
I'll earn myself some money 
To help achieve my goal” 


The next day he was 
Off and on his way 

He reached Nova Scotia 
On the very next day 


Fiction 


He got a plumbing job 
Fixing someon’es toilet 
It didn’t quite work out 
Cause he overflowed it 


He moved up farther north 
‘To the Yukon, I think 

He found another job 

But this one really stinks 


Santa was a garbage man 
And was doing pretty well 
Until he crashed his truck 
Then his boss gave him hell 


He crashed his garbage truck 
Into Rudolph the Reindeer 
This creature wasn't killed 
Only smacked in the rear 


Santa vowed from then on out 
To take care of his friend 
Santa told him of his goal 
And the places he had been 


They traveled farther north 
“Til they reached their desti- 
nation 

They chopped down some 
trees 

For their hut of hibernation 


But, Rudolph was depressed 
He missed his family 

Santa said he'd call them 

To help make him happy 


‘To go one step further 

He invited them to stay 
One great, big, happy family 
‘That only eats the hay 


He found another job 
Working ina factory 
‘They made candy canes 
The most popular candy 


It was the only factory 

‘To have a striping deal 
They had that special touch 
They had that special feel 


One day he was tired 

And fell asleep at the wheel 
No canes were then striped 
So they lost the striping deal 


‘The elves were out of work 
With nowhere else to go 
So Santa said, “Come work 
for me 

And get out of the snow” 


They graciously accepted 

‘To work for Mr. Claus— 
Didn't have to pay taxes — 
Founda loophole in the laws 


They worked for years and 
years 

“Til finally they were done 

They had built lots of toys 

So kids could have fun 


All that they had left 

To accomplish Santa's goal 
Was to deliver everything 
Including lumps of coal 


Santa will live forever 
Because of his good deeds 
‘The man, the myth, the leg 
end 

He leaves a legacy 


LOCAL SPACE FOR LOCAL WRITERS! 
Send your poetry, prose or short story toThe Optimist: 1 Brewster Court, Northampton, MA 01060 


BEST-SELLING BOOKS IN THE VALLEY 


Nonfiction 


(Houghton Mifflin, $19.95) 
2. Stories of Viadimir Nabokov, by Vladimir 
Nabokov. (Random House, $35) 


(Putnam, $24.95) 

4. Sabbath's Theater, by Phillip Roth. 
(Houghton Mifflin, $24.95) 

5. Island of the Day Before, by Umberto 
Eco. (Harcourt Brace, $25) 

6. Numbers in the Dark and Other Stories, 
by Italo Calvino. (Random House, $24) 

7. Tattooed Map, by Barbara Hodgson, 
(Chronicle Books, $17.95) 

8, Ghost Road, by Pat Barker. (E.P. Dutton, 
$21.95) 

9. Isabel's Bed, by Elinor Lipman. (Simon & 
Schuster, $20) 

140. Mr, Ive's Christmas, by Oscar Hijnelos. 
(HarperCollins, $23) 


1. The Passion of Alice, by Stephanie Grant. 


3. The Hundred Secret Senses, by Amy Tan. 


This week's Best Sellers list courtesy of The Globe Bookshop, 


1. Amazing Grace, by Jonathan Kozol. 
(Vintage, $23) 

2. What Dogs Do, by Sharon Beals. 
(Chronicle Books, $7.95) 

3. A Civil Action, by Jonathan Harr. (Random 
House, $25) 

4. Bury Me Standing, by Isabel Fonesca. 
(Random House, $25) 

5. Mr. Wilson's Cabinet of Wonder, by 
Lawrence Weschler. (Random House, $21) 
6. Unleashed, by Amy Hempel. (Vintage, 
$19) 

7, Encyclopedia of New York City, by 
Kenneth T. Jackson. (McMillan, $60) 

8. Aimée & Jaguar, by Erica Fischer. 
(HarperCollins, $24) 

9, Savages, by Joe Kane. (Random House, 
$25) 

10. An Unquiet Mind, by Kay Redfield 
Northampton. 
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RECORD REVIEWS 


STRIPPED — THE ROLLING 
STONES, VIRGIN 

By now the unplugged concept has gotten rather 
tired and trendy. It’s become a rite of passage for 
new bands and a way for established acts to rehash 
their hits. It was only a matter of time before the 
Stones followed the other dinosaurs down the 
acoustic road, but what's surprising is that the 
band that has tried so hard to be relevant in the 
"90s has added its own twist to the whole notion 
of “unplugged.” 

First off, Stripped has nothing to do with the 
MTV Unplugged show — it was recorded at var- 
ious live shows during last year’s Voodoo Lounge 
tour, And while the band does get down to the 
bare bones, they do occasionally plug in. But what 
makes this the Stones’ most refreshing album since 
Some Girlsis the choice of material, The guys have 
shelved the hits and pulled out some obscure, 
albeit decent, material from their vast catalog: the 
gospel-tinged “Shine A Light” from Exile, “Dead 
Flowers” off Sticky Fingers, and “The Spider and 
the Fly,” the B-side of “Satisfaction.” They also 
offer up some interesting cover tunes like Dylan's 
“Like A Rolling Stone” and Willie Dixon's “Little 
Baby.” 

In recent years, the Stones have adapted the 
credo “bigger is better” — which is why it’s so 
great to hear them making music without all the 
razzle-dazzle. Their last few studio releases have 


| been exercises in slickness, but Stripped is rough 


around the edges. The band members actually 
seem to be enjoying themselves rather than just 
going through the motions. Asa bonus, Stripped 
isan interactive CD, so those with CD-ROM capa 

bilities can get a glimpse of three videos from the 
band’s recently released Voodoo Lounge CD-ROM. 


YOUR LITTLE SECRET — 
MELISSA ETHERIDGE, 
ISLAND 

Melissa Etheridge isn’t a little secret any- 
more. The huge success of her fourth album, 
Yes I Am, sent her career through the roof. 
Suddenly the woman who was known for her 
knockout shows at Smith College’s John M. 
Greene Hall was headlining arenas, singing 
with Bruce Springsteen and inducting Janis 
Joplin into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. 
Melissa was everywhere. Not wanting to lose 
any momentum, Etheridge has released Your 
Little Secretwhile Yes [Amis still on the charts. 
She once again works with veteran producer 
Hugh Padgham and is accompanied by her 
current touring band. 

The album opens with two hard-rocking 
numbers, the title track and “I Really Like You.” 
From there she settles into a selection of melod- 
ic rockers (“An Unusual Kiss”) and heartfelt 
ballads (“All The Way To Heaven”), making 
Your Little Secret a natural follow-up to Yes I 
Am. Springsteen's strong influence can be heard 
here, but, unfortunately, not on the lyrics. 
Etheridge has a tendency to fall back on clichés 
in her tales of obsessive, lusty love, although 
“coming out” has led to more frankness in her 
writing. “Shriner's Park” deals with her awak- 
ening sexuality, while“I Could Have Been You,” 
one of the strongest tracks here, deals with 
intolerance toward gays, In a recent interview, 
Etheridge said she wants to be the first woman 
to headline a stadium tour. Your Little Secret 
brings her a notch closer to that goal. 


— Sheryl Hunter 
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WINGS 


* Quality Care 
+ Dependable 


| Dedicated to Connie (Al fantic ) 
© Li Keith Jarrett — Live at the Blue Note (ECM) 


AFFORDABLE RATES °9.”* - °11.7° per hour 
24 Hours a Day * 


Call 1-800-821-3131 * 413-789-9844 


Original Soundtracks (Island) 


ngs ) 
Sponsored By 
Pati >f 


Records 


Home Care Referral Service 
For all your certified home health aide needs 


* Compassionate 
* Experienced 


7 Days a Week 


/HOUSE OF TICKETS 


WORCESTER 
1/20 OZZY 
OSBOURNE 


RED HOT CHILI 
PEPPERS ¢ TBA 


MULLINS CENTER 


NEW HAVEN 


renvese tn | onsets House of Lloyd 


OSBOURNE 
HARTFORD 


SPRINGFIELD 


¢ Now Booking Parties 
2/2 TONY BENNETT 


° $50 FREE Merchandise 


2/27 DISCOVER 
CARD SKATING | COMING SOON * Door Prizes for Your Guests 
aN BOB SEGER 


° Great Holiday Gijts 


Call Peggy 543-3619 
or 
549-5767 
* HIRING DEMONSTRATORS * 


UMASS MEN'S HOOPS 
1/4 vs. MEMPHIS (@ Worcester) * 1/6 vs, DAYTON 
* 1/17 vs. RHODE ISLAND * 1/27 vs. St. BONAVENTURE 
* 1/30 vs. FORDHAM 


Ski Area 5% 16°! 


More sha Than Ever - 
We've Spent "The Big Bucks" So 
You Can Ski For "Small Bucks” 


NEW - Triple Chair! aes. 
NEW + Expanded Base Lodge! 
NEW - Ski Shop! 4 New Trails! 


Charlemont, MA “413-339-6617 


South River Road 


Recording Studio 


“We are specialists in recording Demos, CDs, 
& Radio & TV Commercials 


We offer 2 acoustically adjusted rooms along with our 

Mackie 24 track board, Alesis adats Sony DAT & lots of 

outboard equipment. We will work with our clients to 
make sure their tapes are perfect! 

Very Reasonable Hourly, Daily & Weekly Rates. 
BPR Productions 
Old Village Rd., Shelburne MA 

625-9036 
D.B-X. * Apex® Mackie 


Come and Visit our New Location! 
4 Conz Street, in the Mazicygoos Shops, 


Bigger, Better Location! Easy to Find. 
$We have the lowest prices 
anywhere in town!$ 
Special orders? NO PROBLEM! 


New & Used Compact Discs & Cassettes. 
Huge selection of vinyl & 7 inches! © Accessories-blank tapes 
Used CD's from $2.99-$7.99 © All new CD's 12.99 or less 
College Students [ Discounts!!#11IH1! 


HESSIDEEREGORDS 


$1.00 off Peete 
with this coupon! — | 


*some restrictions do apply 


PUT US ON YOUR LIST THIS DECEMBER 
Third 


feminist 
booksellers 


creating community with spirit 


W books galore 

holiday cards & calendars 

W special events 

@ huge selection of used books 


@ children’s books 

@ friendly feminist fun 

@ 45 local artists feature 
paintings, textiles, sculpture 

W jewelry 

@ your favorite periodicals 

@ CD's and cassettes 

@ Native American art 

@ candles 

@ much, much more 


CALL OR STEP IN FOR A LIST OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
* 6A RR HIBS 


WE BUY USED FEMINIST BOOKS 
90 KING ST. NORTHAMPTON 
(413) 586-7851 


Pedtvit Srttors 
Chidrey’s Birttors 
Seviors Sirttoys 


Great Cuts,Great Prices! 
Anne Leger-Hairstylist, Sole Proprietor 


A relaxing full service salon 


Spring Rd., 
Belchertown 


9757 ec. MA 01007 


PURPLE PARADISE 
A Women's Beachfront Guest House in| 
the DOMINICAN REPUBLIC! 
Lounge by the pool or jacuzzi, stroll 
pfivate beaches, relax. 
Spaciaus, private, tranquil. 
All rooms have private bath. 
ort Reasonable rates. Brochure, 
reservations, more info: Hill Van Gogh 
809-571-0637, FAX 809-571-0691 or 809-571-3346 


LAURA FE. ARBEITMAN 
*ATTORNEY AT LAW*s 
+ Family law for gay, lesbian and 


traditional families + Second parent 
co-adoptions * Real estate 


64 GoTHIC STREET Te.(413) 586-8538 
NokrtHAMPTON, MA 01060-3042 Fax (413) 585-5125 


Gay « Lesbian « Bisexual * Transgendered 


GLBY 


iRefernal|Senvice: 


1-413-586-2627 


Western Massachusetts Area 


FOR ALL YOUR FIRST NIGHT INFORMATION, 
CALL THE CENTER FOR THE ARTS AT 584-7327 OR 586-7282. 


Community Chal 


by Sharon Bass 


‘m taking a departure this week from my 
I usual Chat news to address something that 

has shocked and deeply saddened me — 
the recent murder of a little girl at the hands 
of her mother. It doesn’t help to remind myself 
that this is not the first time a child has been 
killed by a parent. Each case is so horrifying 
it leaves me dumbfounded as to how such a 
thing could ever happen. 

Earlier this month, six-year-old Elisa 
Izquierdo was found dead in her Brooklyn, New 
York apartment. Her abbreviated life, riddled 
with sadistic abuse and torture by her mother, 
Awilda Lopez, was chronicled in Time maga- 
zine (December 11, 1995). However, the thrust 
of the cover story was the ineffectiveness of 
New York City’s Child Welfare Administration 
(CWA), which, according to the article, failed 
time and time again to intervene adequately 
during Elisa’s years of hell with mom. In fact, 
a pull-quote in the story read: “She was not 
killed by an individual, but by the silence of 
many.” Among the many accused is the CWA, 

Why is it that we're so quick to point an angry 
finger at ill-funded, under-staffed human ser- 
vice agencies (many of which work beyond 
their capacities) in order to soften our wrath 
toward the criminal? 

Was it because the CWA was lax that Lopez 
smashed her daughter’s head into a concrete 
wall, thus causing her demise? Was it because 
the CWA was lax that Lopez made her daugh- 
ter eat her own feces and then mopped the floor 
with her six-year-old’s head? Was it because the 
CWA was lax that Lopez sexually assaulted her 
daughter with a hairbrush? Was it because the 
CWA was lax that Lopez burned her daughter 
repeatedly with cigarettes? And was it because 
the CWA was lax that Lopez called her daugh- 
ter a “filthy, little whore?” 

I don’t think so. 

Lopez was reportedly a drug addict. That 
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doesn’t make her clinically insane. Nowhere 
have I read that the woman is psychotic, thus 
incapable of distinguishing fantasy from real- 
ity. Sick? Yes. Perverted? Definitely. Was she jeal- 
ous of her decidedly beautiful daughter, whose 
private education was being paid for by Prince 
Michael of Greece? It’s highly likely. But does 
that make Lopez less accountable for her actions 
thana governmental agency is supposed to be? 
I find that hard to swallow and tolerate. The 
Timearticle focuses on all the mistakes the CWA 
made while investigating the Izquierdo/Lopez 
case over the last few years, The reporter seems 
to want us to direct the blame everywhere except 
where it belongs — on the child abuser/mur- 
derer. 

I’m sure we're all going to hear what a raw 
deal Lopez has been dealt in life. The media 
will most likely generate numerous stories on 
her own childhood traumas, Frankly, I don't 
care. At least right now I don't. I’m staring ata 
photo of Elisa’s white coffin with teddy bears 
on top being lowered into her grave. And I’m 
tired of hearing defense attorneys deliver pol- 
ished, emotionally charged summations of their 
clients’ unfortunate lives while defenseless vic- 
tims have been robbed of their lives. 

No, I have no sympathy for Lopez, Like all 
children, Elisa came into this world with the 
right (not the privilege) to be loved, nurtured, 
and protected by her parent. Instead, she was 
brutally smashed to death. + 


, a pobpbhhbbbbbind 


Amherst * Northampton 


In addition to Espresso, Cappuccino & Lattes, our Extraordinary 
Coffee Varieties include: Marrakesh Express (French Roast), 
Costa Rican, Hazelnut (reg. & decaf.), Decaf. Chocolate Raspberry, 
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The Optimist 
Personals — 

the only one that 
works for me!” 


I’ve tried other personals before — but I never met the 
right people. The Optimist reaches the right kind of per- 
son for me — the type of person who lives in the valley, 
enjoys going to local events and is down to earth. And, 
with all the new features and their Personals Nights, 
recording the perfect voice greeting was simple. But best 
of all, it worked! 


Check out this issue’s Personals on pages 63 & 64! 
There are tons of new ads this week! 


| ° 
+s— Optimag ( 413-586-OPTI XX 13 Old South St 
@aol.com. } Northampton, MA 01060 


Call 413-586-OPTI from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday. Ask for the Personals Department and we will 
help you write your ad and give you instructions on using our Personals System. 


WRSI presents a 
benefit project to 
fight hunger in 
Western 
Massachusetts. 


GET 95 GREAT CHANNELS WITHOUT 
BUYING ANY EQUIPMENT. 


© 95 channels in all ® Digital technology for 

® The only mini-dish you the most advanced 
don’t have to buy picture and sound 

© Equipment, programming, ° All available with just 
and maintenance starting one easy phone call 
at about a dollar a day* 


COMPARE FIRST. 
YOU WON'T FIND A BETTER VALUE IN SATELLITE ENTERTAINMENT. 


NO 
EQUIPMENT 
TO BUY! 


“Prices may vary. Does Not Include installation or premium channels, Territorial restrictions and taxes may apply. 


PRIMESE SR ——= 


» Continental Satellite Co. of N.E. 
CALL: 1-800-924-0148 


PO apd mak a P 


Canned Heat 
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Michael Mann’s Heat throws off secondary sparks 


by Jeff Allard 


hen Heat is on, it’s one of the most incen- 
diary action films of recent memory. A 
prolonged shoot-out that sprawls across 


several city blocks is one for the books — the cen- 
terpiece of a movie that contains several virtuoso 
moments. Michael Mann’s command of the poetry 
of violence has never been better, and it has often been 
very, very good (Thief, Manhunter). Watching Heat, 
you get the feeling that Mann is trying to reach for 
greatness here — the cops-and-robbers film to end 


aline and DeNiro as the cool, almost monkish crimi- 
nal living in a beautiful beach house devoid of any per- 
sonal effects. It’s just the first step, though, in placing 
nearly every sympathetic impulse with DeNiro, DeNiro, 
as usual, is the master of every scene he's in, without 
ever seeming to try to be. Pacino, on the other hand, 
is never fully believable in the tough-cop role he’s sup- 
posed to carry. When he screams out his lines to the 
various thugs and low-lifes he’s harassing for info, you 
wonder how he gets away with it (to have supporting 


The problem with Heat is that the roles 
seem to belong to the wrong men. 


all cops-and-robbers films. Like many films these days, 
it has an epic length (two hours and 52 minutes), 
Mann makes Heat a primal, existential urban hunt. 
It should work. Ironically, it’s the casting that undoes 
him. 

With Al Pacino as the cop and Robert DeNiro as the 
criminal, Mann puts two of the most celebrated actors 
of our time head-to-head in a great bit of stunt cast- 
ing. Pacino plays LAPD detective Vincent Hanna, a 
man on the downward slope of his third marriage. 
DeNiro plays Neil McCauley, a solitary, highly disci- 
plined professional thief. The two men are supposed 
to be mirror images of each other: both are driven; 
both are tragically unable to balance the violence of 
their jobs with the needs of a domestic life. Both men 
are, well, loners. “You try and take down guys like me,” 
DeNiro tells Pacino in a brief but powerful meeting 
midway through the film. This is the one relationship 
both men can work out — they both know what they 
need from each other. For all the blood spilled, their 
chase isn’t as messy as the heartache they leave around 
them. 

The problem with Heat is that the roles seem to 
belong to the wrong men. It's a clever conceit to show 
Pacino as the disheveled cop running on pure adren- 


players like Tone Loc and Henry Rollins fold in his 
presence is stretching my disbelief too far). I could have 
believed DeNiro as Hanna instantly. Likewise, Pacino's 
hyperactive performance (why does he yell all the time 
now?) would have set better in the role of the desper- 
ate criminal. The flawed dynamic between the two, and 
the disparity between our gut sympathies and the way 
movie convention demands that the film play out, 
throws off any satisfaction, The reversal of the two 
men’s usual screen personas might have added an 
intriguing wrinkle to the film in addition to giving it 
a cathartic resolution. 

If Mann had intended Heat to be revisionist, the 
seeming misstep on his part might have paid off. But 
while Heat is definitely state-of-the-art, it’s not out to 
overturn the genre. If anything, Mann's intention seems 
to vindicate the crime thriller by raising it to the level 
of postmodern spectacle, Heat needed more than pow- 
erhouse performances and grandiose battles, For most 
films, that would be enough. And Heat is more com- 
pelling than most films of its type. But given the tal- 
ent harnessed for this project, it’s almost a waste to have 
it all go toward an elaborate retread. Mann stages a 
good showdown, but he should have tried to stage a 
great one instead. * 
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These listings cover December 
22 - December 28. Movie list- 
ings are subject to change. 
Please call theaters for further 
information and updated listings. 


ACADEMY OF MUSIC 
Northampton (584-8435) 
*Carrington (R) (no film Sun) 7, 
9:15 p.m. daily. 


AMHERST CINEMA 
Amherst (253-5426) 

Sabrina (PG) (no film Sun) Fri 
land Sat 7, 9:15 p.m.; Mon — 
Thurs 7:30 p.m. 


(G) 
ee 2p.m.; Tue 
. *Casino (R) 


Island EB 1 aes Sat) Sat - 
Sun 1 eee ald pli Thurs yi) SB 
te sien 
p ier Old Men 4 
PG- 13) (opens Sat) Sat — Sun 2 
p.m.; Tue — Thurs 2, 7:10, 9:10 
p.m. *Sabrina (PG) Sat — Sun 
1:45 p.m.; Tue — Thurs 1:45, 6:30, 
fa oe m. *Tom and Huck 
ee Sat) Sat — Sun 2 
ue — Thurs 2, 7:10, 9:10 


HAMPSHIRE MALL 6 CINE- 
MAS 


Hadley (584-7550) 
*Balto (G) (opens Fri) Fri-Sun 
and Tue —Thurs 11:40, 4, 6 p.m.; 


sxx MEOVEETEMES 4x+ 


p.m. Mon 8, Week *Father 
of the Bride 2 (PG) Fri-Sat 
and Tue — Thurs 1:10, 5, 8:10, 
10:40 p.m.; Sun 1:10, 5, 8:10 
p.m.; Mon 5, 8:10, 10:40 p.m. 
Jumanji (PG) Fri— Sat and Tue 
— Thurs noon, 2:10, 5:10, 8:20, 
10:50 p.m.; Sun noon, 2:10, 5:10, 
8:20 p.m.; Mon 3, 5:10, 8:20, 
10:50 p.m. *Sudden Death (A) 
{0 pens Fri) Fri— Sat and Tue — 
hurs 1:30, 5, 8:10, 10:40 p.m.; 
Sun 1:30, 5, 8:10 p.m.; Mon 5, 
8:10, 10:40 p.m. *Tom and 
Huck Be @) for Get SOM eee 
11:50, 10, 8:20, 10 
p.m.; Sun 1150. 2:20, 510, 820 
p.m.; Mon 3:10, 5:10, 8:20, 10:50 
*Toy Story (G) Fri-Sat 


ade Tue — Thurs 12:10, 2:30, 


5:20, 8:30, 10:50 p.m.; Sun 
12:10, 2:30, 5:20, "8:30 pm: Mon 
3:20, 5:20, 8:30, 10:50 p.m. 


CINEMA 6 
eee igi ac 
*Dracula an ing 
it yg a) (peers Fri) 12:05, 2:35, 
9:20 il m. daly 
Father of the Bride 2 (PG) 
ally. 
12:20, 2:45, 7, 9:25 p.m. daily. 
«Jumanji (PG) 12:10, 2:40, 5, 
7:20, 9: pa ye Sudden 
Death Mi ) fopers i ri) NOON, 
2:25, 4:50, ae a daily. 
red “apd BSS ) 12:2. 
6:30, 8:25, 10: oa daily. 
“Waiting to Exhale (R 
(opens Fri) 12:15, 3:15, Bs, 9:30 
p.m. 


LATCHIS THEATRE 


eve and Mon matinee. Father 

of the Bride 2 (PG) 6:55, 9:10 

cay daily, except Sun; slarling 
al 2 p.m. matinee dally, except 

Mon. *Jumanji (PG) 7, 9:05 

a daily, except Sun; starting 

eel 2.p.m. malinee daily, except 
lon 


MOUNTAIN FARMS FOUR 
THEATERS 
ells Beene 9153) 

and Loving 


it Mince “3 (oper wens Fri) Fri-Sat 
and Tue — Thurs 2, 5:30, 7:45, 
10:15 p.m.; Sun 2, 5:15, 7:15 


p.m.; Mon 5:30, 7:45, 10:15 p.m. 


*Gi Oid Men (PG-13) 

(opens Ti) Fri— Sat and Tue — 
hurs 1:45, 5:15, 7:30, 10 p.m.; 

Sun 1:45, 5, 7 p.m.; Mon 9:15, 


7:30, 10 p.m. *Heat (R) Fri-Sat 


12:30, 4, 7:30, 10:45 p.m.; Sun 
12:30, 4, 7:15 p.m.; Mon 5, 8:45 
p.m.; Tue — Thurs 1, 5, 8:45 p.m. 
Waitin: jto Exhale 8) 

Greta 1) Fri — Sat and Tue — 
hurs 1:30, 4:45, 7:30, 10:15 


p.m.; Sun 1:30, 4:30, 7 p.m.; Mon 


4:45, 7:30, 10:15 p.m 
PLEASANT STREET THE- 
ATER 


Northampton (584-0935) 
Main Theater: 


SPRINGFIELD CINEMAS 
Sed gfield (782-1000) 

e Ventura — vies 
Nature Calls (PG-13) 2:45, 5, 
7:20, 9:25 p.m. Say 
American President (PG) 


2:25, 4:45, 7:15, 9:50 p.m. daily. 
say scoercta 220. 

aily. © ington 

gad 7 7:15, as m. daily, 
“Copycat , 4:30, 7:05, 9:40 
p.m. daily. ET Minds 
R) 7:35, 455 m. daily. «Four 

looms (PG-1 Oss Mon) 
Mon — Thurs 2:05, 4:30, 7, 9:25 
p.m. Get (R) 2:30, 
4:50, 7:20, LEN mM, daily, 
*Goldeneye (PG-13) 2, 4:40, 
7:25, 10:05 p.m. daily. *Home 
for the Holidays (PG-13) Fri — 
Sun 2:05, 4:30, 7, 9:25 p.m, elt 
Takes Two (PG) 2:15, 4:35 
p.m. Ped *Money Vote 
2:10, 4:25, 7:10, 9:40 p.m eon 
*A Month by the Lake (PC) 
2:10, 4:20, 7:10, 9:15 p.m. Gory 
*Seven (R) 7, 9:45 m. daily. 
*Unzipped (R) 2:05, 4, 5:40, 
7:30, 9:30 p.m, daily. 


*Four Rooms (starts Von) Mon 


3, 7:15, 9:40 p.m.; Tue - Thurs 7, 
9:30 p.m.; Wed 10 a.m. matinee 
*The Indian in the 
Cupboard Sal 11 a.m., 1 p.m 
Free children’s matinee; adults 
must be accompanied by a 
child. 
eWhen Ni: 


is Fallin: (nO, 
Hag Fri 5, at, 33. 


m.; Sat 


TOWER THEATERS 

South oe (ee FILM) 

*Drac ad and Loving 

It (PG-13) Fri-Sat and Tue — 

Thurs 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:30 

ie Sun 1:30, 3:30, 5:30 p.m.; 
jon'7:30, 9:30 p.m. *Toy Story 

(G) Fri- Sat and Tue - Thurs 


Rockwell 


Tim Roth 
Jennifer Beals 
Marisa Tomei 


WHEN NIGHT 
Is Fab 


OC TOBER 


Sun. - Xmas Eve - Theatre Closed 
Mon.- Xmas Day-12/25, 5:15pm only 


velve outrageous guests. 


Four scandalous requests 
and one lone bellhop, in 
his first day on the job who 


is in for the wildest 


New Years Eve of his life 


OUR ROOMS 


a new film by 

nders, Rodriguez 

farantino 

with 

Antonio Banderas 
Madonna 

Valeria Golina 

Mon.- 12/25 -Xmas Day - 3, 7:15, 

9:40pm 

Tues,-Thurs, 7 & 9:30pm 


Wed, 10am Matinee — $3.50 
FREE SNACKS AT WED. A.M. MATINEE 


THE 


INDIAN IN THE 


Brattleboro (802-254-5800) 
eAn American Preside: 
(PG-13) 6:50, 9: iS p.m. daily, 
except Sun. ¢| 10 (G) (opens 
Sal) 2,5 p.m aa except Sun 


Mon 4, ale .m. *Cutthroat 
Island 5G. 13) (opens Fri) Fri — 
Sat and Tue - Thurs 11:40, 2:20, 
8, 10:30 p.m.; Sun 11:40, 2:20, 8 


m.; Mon 5:1 
Little: Theater: 


p.m. 


Not Everyone Likes 
Milk and Cookies. 


The Northampton 
Brewery has plenty 
of deviations from 
the regular “milk & 
cookie” gift ideas: 
© T-Shirts with one of our 

fabulous beer logos. 


* Imprinted Sweatshirts 
season favorites. 

* Pint Glasses imprinted 
with our insignia. 

* Ceramic Mugs the very 
same as the Mug Club 
members above ‘the bar. 

* Gift Certificates 
are always in good taste. 

* Pale Ale in half gallon 

rowlers are sold at 26 

local fine package stores. 


Funny Bones (opens F7/) 


12:30, 2:30, 4:30, 6:30, 9 p.m.; 
Sun 12:30, 2:30, 4:30 p.m.; Mon 
6:30, 9 p.m. 


KARATE 


Confidence * Conditioning * Coordination 


CUPBOARD 


sadiite must be Patel} by a child 


Ah d 


ce 4:45, 7:15 2 9:45pm 

15, 4:45, 7:15 & 9:45pm 
a Xmas Eve - Theatre Closed 
Mon,- Xmas Day- 12/25, 2:15, 4:45, 
7:15 & 9:45pm 
Tues.-Thurs. 7 & 9:30pm 
Wed, 10am Matinee — $3.50 
FREE SNACKS AT WED. A.M. MATINEE 


27 Pleasant St., Northampton 
* 586-0935 * 
460 West St., 


The Pleasant St. Theater 
So. Amherst, 253-5157 


your ‘Granville 
holiday. oun’ 
shopping at... 


njoy a drive to the country and visit the 

Granville Country Store. Pick up some 
famous Granville Cheese, which has been aged 
and sold from the same store since 1851. 


SAFE 
PRACTICAL 
EFFECTIVE 


KARATE HEATH FITNESS 


Do 


rowse through our Gourmet Foods 


Section and check out our Homemade 
Fudge and Granville Maple Syrup. 
Route 57, Granville MA. 
Across the green, 6 miles west of Southwick 
$1 Off IIb. of cheese -exp. 12/17/95. Special corporate price list. 
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LEAD STORY 

A 62-year-old woman pleaded guilty in 
Roanoke, Va., in November to stealing about 
500 pieces of mail from her neighbors’ mail 
boxes — her third such offense in five years. She 
had been found sane and competent for trial 
but nonetheless diagnosed as having an “irre 
sistible impulse” to steal other people’s mail. 
The judge had kept her confined to her home 
since her arrest, allowing her full freedom only 
on Sundays, when there is no mail delivery. 
POLICE BLOTTER 

Police in New York City arrested Paul Keller, 
30, in October and accused him of being the 
Snacking Bandit who had been breaking into 
homes in Queens, stealing cash and valuables 
and inevitably raiding the refrigerator before 
he left. Detectives following the 11 Snacking 
Bandit cases between April and June note that 
the Bandit had been described by a witness in 
April as weighing 170 pounds; by a witness in 
May, 175 pounds; and by a witness in June, 180 
pounds. 

In September, according to police in New 
Canaan, Conn., someone removed the tires from. 
acar parked at a commuter train station, stole 


the brakes, and put the tires back on, And in 
Mt. Juliet, Tenn., in May, Shirley and Rick 
Wheeler reported their driveway missing; thieves 
had removed all the gravel and plowed the 
ground beneath it. 

John W. ‘Tay was arrested for burglary in El 
Cajon, Calif., in November and told police that 
he felt so bad about having had to break the vic 
tims’ window that he had left the residents a $50 
bill on the floor by the window to pay for it. 
Police returned to the scene and confirmed Tay's 
story. 

Among recent crime targets: A small amount 
of cash was taken during a June break-in at the 
local Crime Stoppers civic group's office in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland. And in May, one of the 
accountants employed by the Scotland Yard 
detective organization in London was accused 
of embezzling about $8 million over an eight- 
year period from an undercover operations 
fund. 

FAMILY VALUES 

In August, Joy Glassman, 60, was charged in 
Mount Shasta, Calif., with arson in connection 
with five fires dating back to June 1994. 
According to police, Glassman set the fires to 


help the career of 
her son, Jason 
Robertson, who 
was a Mount Shasta 
firefighter at the 
time. 
UNCLEAR 
ON THE 
CONCEPT 

Parole board 
transcripts released 
in August of the 
attempt at freedom 
by convicted killer 
Winston Moseley, 
61, reveal his appeal 
for sympathy: The 
suffering of his three victims was only “a one- 
minute affair,” he said, “but for the person who's 
caught, it’s forever.” 

From a March letter to the editor of the 
Kingsport (Tenn.) Times-News, exposing local 
jail conditions, written by inmate Travis Nelms, 
22, who had been locked up for the ninth time 
since 1992: “We the inmates here at the Sullivan 
County Jail [are] concerned that here we all 
{are] treated as criminals,” 

Charles Mahuka, who ran an anger-coun- 
seling seminar in Honolulu, was charged in 
October in connection with the death of one 
of his clients, Miguel Gonzalez, who had showed 
up late and inebriated for a session. The two 
argued and Mahuka punched Mr. Gonzalez, 


who lapsed into a coma and died. 

In October, apparently angry that a truck 
was moving too slowly in traffic for her taste, 
Lisa Lind, 26, pulled up alongside it in her car, 
held an aluminum baseball bat out the win- 
dow, and took several futile swipes at the truck 
as both were moving down the highway. Police 
in Tustin, Calif., arrested her and noticed her 
personalized license plate, “PEACE 95.” Said an 
officer, “She told me she got it because she 
thought there was so much violence going on 
in today’s society.” 

(Send your Weird News to Chuck Shepherd, 
P.O. Box 8306, St. Petersburg, Fla. 33738, or 
74777,3206@compuserve.com.) 

—Universal Press Syndicate * 


EXTREMOS pre 


New Year's Eve 


492 Pleasant St. Northampton, MA 
(413) 582-9898 


Open 


The area’s most elegant. 


and _ wildest celebration 


featuring the Latin rhythms of La Consistencia 
sizzling 12-piece salsa orchestra 


Red-hot Go-Go Dancers 
COCKTAIL HOUR WITH SUSHI HORS D’OUVRES 3 PM 
formal to outrageous attire - valet park’ 
advance tix - Northampton Box Office 1-800-the-tick 


“The Best Cold-Weather 
Apres Ski Boots In The World.” 


For a skier, there's nothing better than an awesome 
day on the slopes. And a pair of comfortable, warm 
and dry boots apres-ski. That's why Sorel, the best 
cold-weather boots in the world, are for you. 

Sorel are famous for cold weather performance. 
They're stylish, comfortable and long wearing. And 
they provide maximum warmth and dryness on 
even the coldest days. 

Sorel. The boots to wear when you're not on the 


slopes. ‘E 
+ Warm 6mm removable 
ThermoPlus® InnerBoot 
* Guaranteed waterproof 
* Full grain leather upper & wool snow cuff 


* Handcrafted natural 
rubber bottom 


> fic 


Rte. 9 Hadley (Next to McDonalds) (413) 584-3474 


Ull© 
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December 21 - 27, 1995 


TOP TEN SIGNS YOU BOUGHT A 
BAD CHRISTMAS TREE 

10. Two feet tall, forty feet wide 

9. Salesman's opening line: “You're not a 
cop, are you?" 

8. It looks suspiciously like a broom handle 
with a lot of coat hangers 

7. While you sleep, it gets liquored up and 
takes the family caravan for a joy ride 

6. Each branch has “Duraflame” printed on 
it 
5. Keeps heckling your lame top ten list 

4. I's very small and says “air freshener" on 
it 
3. Rabbis have better Christmas trees than 
yours 

2. Some guy named Mujibur puts a crappy 
Statue of Liberty on top of it 

1. Constantly bragging about its “trunk size" 
TOP TEN SANTA PICK-UP LINES 

10, “I'll make you shake'like a bow full of 
jelly” 

9. “I put the ‘scroo’ in ‘Scrooge'!” 

8. “I've got something you can hang a 
wreath on” 

7. "One hour with me, honey, and you'll see 
flyin’ reindeer" 

6. “Buy you a Zima?" 

5. “Thal is a candy cane in my pocket, and 
I'm glad to see you" 

4. “Uh — yeah, that's right, I'm Kenny 
Rogers" 

3. “I got your stocking stuffer right here, 
Shirley!" 

2. “Giddy-up over here and say ‘Howdy’ to 
your fat, bearded cowboy of love!” 

1. "I've gol an elf in my pants!" 

TOP TEN LEAST POPULAR 
HOLIDAY TV SPECIALS 

10. The Gingrich That Stole Christmas 

9. Rush Limbaugh Eats a Reindeer 

8. Bob Hope's Dizzy Dizzy Christmas 

7. Frothy the Runny-Nosed Snow Monkey 
6. Richard Simmons Sweatin’ with Elves 

5, Harvey Fierstein Hanukkah on Fire 
Island 

4. Van Damme Kick-Boxes Sania to Death 


TO SEE SOMETHING 
PERSONAL, 
TURN TO PAGE 46... 


3. The Dave Letterman Christmas 
Spectacular 

2. Joycelyn Elders’ Mistletoe-For-One 
Special 

1. Teddy the Red-Nosed Kennedy 

TOP TEN THINGS MADONNA IS 
LOOKING FOR IN A HUSBAND 

10. Someone who will be patient while she's 
in the bathroom reinventing herself 

9. Must have experience operating cone 
bra 

8. Despite song, shouldn't expect her to 
really be like a virgin 

7. Asteady nine-to-five job and must make 
at least $27,000 a year 

6. Open-minded about sharing their bed 
with lots and lots of basketball players 

5. A foreigner, to expand her cultural hori- 
zons and teach her new swear words 

4. Ability to vogue while pushing a lawn- 
mower 

3. First name: Andy — Last name: Rooney 
2. You know that “Million Man March?” Any 
one of those guys would be just fine 

1, One word: gap-tooth 

TOP TEN GOOD THINGS ABOUT A 
COLD SNAP 

10, Less upsetting when some guy flips you 
the mitten instead of the finger 

9. Naked guys on D-train now wearing 
Speedos 

8. Chance to use the word “dickey” in polite 
company 

7. “Unbearable stench” of East River 
upgraded to just a “sickening smell" 

6. Actually enjoyable to spill scalding hot 
McDonald's coffee on your lap 

5. Very refreshing and made of natural 
ingredients (sorry, that's a cold Snapple) 

4. Husbands of Anna Nicole Smith stay 
fresher longer 

3, Thrill of realizing your “reflection” in ice of 
Hudson River is actually a mob informant 
2. If hell freezes over, CBS will be number 
one! 

1. Clinton can't wear those tiny jogging 
shorts 


Df éNWIUC 
DOS) 


Come see what 15 years 
of Hairstyling experience 


can do for you! 
Contact AnneMarie or Julie 


t: 
(413) 323-1031 
11 Main Street, 
Belchertown, MA. 


Qptimist/Top 10 


Featuring: Largest Selection of Homeopathic 
Remedies ¢ Herbs,*-Vitamins « Natural Body 
Care « Fresh Locally ‘Roas ed Gourmet Coffee ¢ 
Whole Foods a Orga’ ic Produce ¢ Bulk Foods 


j f 


Thorne s Market > 150:Maity St., Notthampton,MA 
586-3800 | 
> Eye Examinations (all ages) 4 
- Dec. 20% discount on new contact lenses c 
(may not be combined with other programs) 


Dr. Michael Feinberg 
Specializing in all Contact Lenses. 


Please call, 586-6591 or 1-800-346-6591 + 16 Center Street Northampton MA, 
21 Mohawk Trail + Greenfield MA. * 774-9944 


Concerned care for your eyes and vision 


V=DV=—ADTY = 


584-4145 
88 Pleasant St. Northampton ¢ Open Late Fri & Sat 


CEEANERS 


Don't Have The Time? We Do! Take Advantage of Northampton's 
Oldest & Finest Pickup & Delivery Drycleaning Service. Offering a Full 
Range of Professional Garment Maintenance Services. 
TWIN CLEANERS, Inc. 
211 North St., Northampton 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6 * Sat. 8-4 * 584-1911 
1-800-584-1914, CALLNOW! 
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30 WHAT'S THAT GOT 10 00 

WITH THE Big PicURES 

AND LACK Of PLOT 
TNS WEEK? 

et a 


AGAINST ALL ODDS , THEY Liked }] FOR THREE NiGHTs| 

WIS WORK 4 LOT, AND GAVE HIM, [/ THE LAD KpRKED 

AN ASSIGNMENT TO FURTHER 
TEST HIM. 


WHAT WACKY 


ADVENTURE ARE BIGSCARY 


STUBIO 


oN WE OFF 10 MAT OW) 
D ce 
Nye paint F LAST FEW DAYS HAD Lor, 
BEEN COMPLETELY ACTUALLY, 
; _ AGNORED. \ 


(QING TO HEAR 
A STORY, COLE. 


NCE UPON A TIME THERE WAS THiS 
YOUNG ARTIST WHO APPLIED To A 
BiG SCARY ANIMATION STUDIO. 


0 D0 MORES AND SENT| 
HIM AWAY AGAIN. 


Fann waar do YOU 5 


WANT FoR CHRISTMAS fC 
THIS YEAR, 4 Od 
LITTLE BOY = p 


\SN'T THERE ANYTHING 
SMALLER SANTA CAN 
BRING You? LIKE A 
SKATEBOARD? op AN 4 


1M AFRAID SANTA con'T 
GET You WorRLD 
PEACE, LITTLE BOY 
(S THERE ANYTHING 
ELSE You WANT? 


od 


~ 
=> 


Ke ~ ~ 
SYS2> 


re, 
SSS 


Crossword 


ACROSS 25 Ultimate buyers 55 Govt. disaster 


Edited by Will Shortz No, 0818 


1747, e.g. 27 Perfect agency 
 @Hotel posting 29 Converge (on) are oy 
Fi ji 58 Excessive 
14 jms 2 = sick contraction of 
the pupil 
15 Follower of 34 Early biblical 59 Boys Town 
Santa commentary figure 
16 Pant waist 40 Aurora's 61 Draws out 
inserts counterpart 
ty . 62 ——-glycol 
17"l, pobet 42 Mal de mer (antifreeze) 
Senek 43Fabricdesign 63 Stucco backin 
18 It can have ° 
5 pluses or 49 Sh tad ald 64 Had a setback 
H minuses = =. 
ge 
j pn Interlude" DOWN 
avinbletiad playwright 1 Liar in old car 
j 2zoTwinkle-toed s+ Actress ads 
3 21 Baking —— Gardner 2 Release, 
8 230Onepastdue = §3 Boss: Abbr. redundantly 
i 24 More costly 54 Courage 3 Follows a 


stream's path 
ee 
4 Cattle genus 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE 5 Knowing about 


ECE se" 
Vv Le ; : 5 
IMATNIDIO|LI LIN] TAILIAINIOIN] 7 Rerun ofa 22 Aligned, with 39 Hurried up aT Friends 
u NI fBiAlAN|D |x] telecast in 41 Office 48 Having a 
DB 8 Inlaid piece 26"Sprechen—— __ employee ipodelle 
Re 
9 More optimistic =e Yogi a ne oftheFive 52 Moneta 
rT [O| T/E|MMMBOJEINJARIY] 10 Kind of cracker Rico lola Nations character 
economically }G}E|M} oe 11 Sound quality worry 45 Exhale 56 Author Seton _ 
poeleccoy wegen ee ary Seta tet gue 
profess 35 Flood control use o. 
13People of some 36s contrite Get answers to any three clues 
FxGoA}\O) account 37 Pacifies byt 
fouch-tone phone: 1-900-420- 
AIRLTTEICISMMAIVIEIRISITIOIN] serroupadour's aeAlaskan —SURB (7Be gach minute) 
IM[AINTRIALY] BERUEDwE instrument transport ‘ 


at nay | 
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é 3 Fg BD ae 
. = s 
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Py, , Shetek he 
Tapes, CDs, Gifts, Clothing, 
or 


Home, Health, Work, Relationships, Recreation, and Spirituality 


Geta Life 


2nd Floor - Thornes Marketplace 150 Main Street, Northampton 413-587-3060 
Open Late Every Night Through December 24th 


Videos, and more... 


Books, 


page 40 — 


Last Chance! 


Performas at 


the lowest 
prices ever! 


Sale ends 
December 31st. 


20th Anniversary Special 

20% Off Selected Items 
Pet supplies for birds, 

tropical fish, dogs, cats, 


exp. 12/30/95 
584-7977 


492 PLEASANT ST. (RT,S), NORTHAMPTON | 


38 Main Street * Northampton * 413-585-0007 


Open 7 days! 


Mail-order prices. Home-town service. 


small animals & reptiles. | 


mist/Horoscop 


TO SEE SOMETHING PERSONAL, Your Weekly Horoscope 


TURN TO PAGE 46 


by Sally Brompton 


Forecast for the week of Dec. 25 
+ Dec. 31, 1995 


ARIES 


(March 21 — April 19): For once, you are 
in a position to justify running before 
you can walk. Your ruler Mars, aligned 
to Mercury, is allowing you to outrank 
and outrun the opposition in the profes- 
sional, business, or financial field. Be 
discreet. Your strength lies in what you 
know that others don't. 


TAURUS 


(April 20 - May 20): You can now afford 
to be a little more adventurous in rela- 
tion to your professional or personal 
lifestyle. Being tied to an outdated 
image can be as restrictive as being 
tied to an outdated job or relationship. 
Just be sure that what you show is what 
you are. 


GEMINI 


(May 21 — June 20); Be careful not to 
say anything you might regret in con- 
nection with a business or financial ven- 
ture. A Mercury-Mars conjunction is giv- 
ing you the opportunity to air your views 
rather more forcefully than is considered 
diplomatic, Avoid the bait, and you will 
survive the rapids. 


CANCER 


(June 21 — July 22): Someone has got 
the wrong end of the stick, and you 
seem to be bearing the brunt of their 
emotions. For the moment, however, 
reassurance and understanding will be 
more effective than a no-holds-barred 
confrontation. Avoid do-gooders — they 
are on nobody's side but their own. 
LEO 
(July 23 - Aug. 22): You are trying to be 
too many things to too many people. You 
tun the risk of jeopardizing your own 
well-being. In fact, certain individuals 
are more than able to stand on their own 
feet, given the chance. A sense of duty 
is only viable if it is based on reality. 


VIRGO 


(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22): Your ruler Mercury, 
aligned to Mars and Neptune, is allow- 
ing you a rare respite to pursue a cre- 
ative or romantic goal. Don't waste it. 
Time is an expandable commodity. If 
you want to do something badly enough, 
there is always time. 


December 21 - 27, 1995 


LIBRA 


(Sept. 23 - Oct. 22): Don't allow yourself to be 
talked into doing something thal, in your heart 
of hearts, you would rather not do. Just 
because someone is credible or convincing 
does not mean they are right. Stick up for 
yourself now, and it will be easier next time: 


SCORPIO 


(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21): You tend to be hard to 
impress at the best of times, and it would be 
foolish to accept a certain person's views or 
beliefs at face value just now, It's far better to 
follow your instincts and base your judgment 
on what is rather than on what might be. 


SAGITTARIUS 


(Nov. 22 —- Dec. 21): Don't make the mistake 
of becoming overly confident about a finan- 
cial or business venture that is far from set- 
tled. In fact, you would be wise to take exper! 
advice rather than to rely on the suggestions 
of well-meaning friends. Think before you 
speak or act. 


CAPRICORN 


(Dec. 22 ~ Jan. 19): Positive planetary activity 
in your birth sign should give your confidence 
a much-needed boost this week. There are, 
however, certain people who would prefer you 
to remain in the wings. Ignore them. You are 
ideally placed to take center stage and 
should do so. 


AQUARIUS 


(Jan. 20 — Feb, 18): You probably feel as if 
you are on the edge of a financial or emotion- 
al precipice. What you don't realize is that 
there is a safety net just oul of sight. By hav- 
ing faith in your own ability and integrity, you 
stand the chance of succeeding now where 
you have failed before. 


(Feb. 19 - March 20); There comes a point 
when one has to draw a line through the past, 
and you appear to have reached it. Your ruler 
Neptune is encouraging you to sever an 
unproductive association that is doing you 
more harm than good, On this occasion, 
sooner is better than later. 


For your extended weekly and birthday fore- 
casts by Sally Brompton, call 1-900-420-3888 
from a touch-tone phone. Your call will be 
billed at 99 cents per minute. If you are under 
18, please get parental permission. Sally 
Brompton’s forecast line: 1-900-420-3888. 


— New York Times Syndicate * 


MOBILE PET SALON 


Coming soon 
to a driveway 
near you! 


* Experienced 
¢ Reliable 
* Patient 


Call Claudia 04: 


1-800-482-8694 | 


HOWLING 
Doc KENNEL 
PET CARE 


SERVICE 


“Your pet can stay while you're away” 


AKC Alaskan Malamutes 


88 Curtis Road, Worthington, MA 


413-238-5557 
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Emotional Fithess 


by Tom Raymond, LICSW 


Dear Tom, 

My sister and I are very close, but some- 
times I wish she didn’t exist. It seems like every 
time I’m interested in someone for a rela- 
tionship, or even when I make a new friend, 
he meets my attractive, vivacious sister and 
then all I hear aboutis her. I love her, but when 
this kind of thing happens (and it happens a 
lot), we don't get along at all. How can I keep 
someone interested in me, not her? 

— Out-Shone 

You and I know you can’t judge a book by 
its cover but the men in your life may not. In 
fact, lots of guys never learn. They continue 
to be swayed by a good marketing job only to 
panic because the numbers don’t add up when 
they reach the bottom line. And the bottom 
line is this: genuine intimacy is so difficult to 
create and maintain that once you've got it 
nobody can take it away. 

The reason you're tasting some sibling sour 


game. Soon you'll catch up in the popularity 
contest as well. 


Dear Tom, 

I'm in graduate school, and I’m very attract- 
ed to one of my professors. We click on an 
intellectual level as well as personally, and 
we've had some fantastic conversations, some 
of them with flirtatious undertones, He's not 
married, but I can’t tell if his interest is more 
than friendly. I don’t know if it’s appropriate 
to say something. Should I try to just quell my 
feelings? 

— Educated Rita 

Students are wise to pause before “falling” 
for one of their teachers, but given that you're 
in graduate school, your professor's not mar- 
ried, and graduate students often marry their 
teachers (just ask Newt Gingrich), it’s hard to 
come up with a clear reason not to go forward. 

At this level of academia, it’s really more 


Because the nuts and bolts of what 
makes a close friendship work aren’t 
easy to recognize, we tend to gravitate 
to the person with the cutest smile 


grapes is that it’s very difficult at your age to 


keep your friends focused on the reality of 


“what is” rather than the fantasy of “what could 
be.” Because the nuts and bolts of what makes 
a close friendship work aren't easy to recog 
nize, we tend to gravitate to the person with 
the cutest smile, nicest clothes, or most out- 
going personality. (People like this aren't nec- 
essarily bad risks as friends; they just don’t 
have to work as hard at getting our attention) 

In time, the problem will disappear. Your 
friends will be attracted to you because of the 
unique qualities you bring to a relationship, 
and your sister’s friends will look to her for 
something different. 

In the meantime, do yourself a favor and 
stay clear of Sis while you're getting to know 
someone, You can, however, mention to her 
that even though you appreciate her charm, 
you'd appreciate it more if she'd cut it back a 
few notches when she’s with you and your 
friends, 

And by all means, don’t worry about your 
homicidal urges. Most people in your situa- 
tion would have already put super glue in your 
sister's lipstick. Since you recognize it’s not 
her fault, you're doing well in the maturity 


like an employer-employee relationship than 
student-teacher. As the person a step lower on 
the totem pole, you want to avoid putting 
yourself in a position in which a romantic rela 
tionship would compromise your credibility 
or a soured relationship would affect your per- 
formance. 

Otherwise, you're free to make your feel- 
ings known. But, between you and me, I'd let 
him make the first move. He’s most likely aware 
of what's happening, and he needs to make 
some decisions regarding his standing in the 
college community. These relationships are 
common but are not without their social and 
political ramifications, 

‘The other course of action is to keep things 
platonic until you're no longer in his class. 
Then you can see whether he's truly interest- 
ed in you or simply attracted to whoever hap 
pens to be his latest “star” pupil. 

Tom Raymond, LICSW, is a licensed clini- 
cal social worker who provides individual, fam 
ily, and couples therapy at his office in 
Northfield, Massachusetts. You can write him 
at; 24 North Lane, Northfield, MA 01360; call: 
(413) 498-5872; or e-mail 
mraymond@k 12. 0it.wmass.edu. 


TO SEE SOMETHING PERSONAL, 


Personals 


TURN TO PAGE 


| Take Care of Shopping Blues 
Skiers, Runners, Athletes 


James Anderson, L.M.T 
Northfield, MA © (413) 498-0178 


APPLEWOC FARMS 
RELAXED, QUIET, FOUR FIREPLACES, 
SIX ROOMS ON 33 ACRES 
BASSETHOUNDS IN RESIDENCE 
Breakfast: “Whatever my husband 
feels like cooking.“ -Frankie. 

528 COLONEL LEDYARD F 


CALL FOR YOUR RESE 
203) 536-20 


‘ARS, Et, 


Relative Petitions 


1163 Main Street - 2nd Floor 
Springfield, MA 01103 


781-6370 


JOSEPH CURRAN ASSOCIATES 


IMMIGRATION 


H-1B Specialty Occupations 
Labor Certification / Special Handling 
212(e) J-1 Waivers 


Outstanding Professor/Researcher 


Free Consultation for Five-College Students/Faculty 


AESTHETICS 


34 Main St., Suite 1 
Amherst + 253-9879 
Therapeutic Skin Care 
& Massage for Men & Women 

+ Deep Pore Cleansing Facial 
* Lash Tints * Lip, Brow & Leg Waxing 
* 15% off with this ad. orrer expires 12/31 


390 Main Road 
Gill, MA 01376 


Classes in Personal & Spiritual Development 
Meditation Retreats 


Call: 413-863-8411 


LAW OFFICES 


13 Old South Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 


584-3232 


Specializing in IMMIGRATION LAW for over 10 years. 


Gl 


Creativity 


Art Supplies Framing 


Original Art Prints 
Art Instruction 


Remenretn 


Guild Art Centre 


102 Main Street Northampton 
413-586-6343 
We will be open Monday-Friday 9:30am-9:00pm 
Saturday 9:30am-5:30pm & Christmas Eve 9:30am-3: 30pm. 


we have beautiful Sifticc cer rtificates! 


TO SEE SOMETHING PERSONAL, 
TURN TO PAGE 46 


MOUNTAIN 
VIEW TIRE 


Winter Special! 


Snow Tire Change 


Over 2% 
$10 per axle” 


includes complete tire balance 
next to Howard Johnson’s 
109 Mohawk Trail 
Rt.2, Greenfield 
413-772-0572 


Se: across the state 
’ 


Sunoco Servic 


RALPH D. RAU Phone (413) 367-2475 


Owner 20 Depot Street 
Montague, MA 01351 
Family Owned Since 1965 


C&C S; BARU Presents 
THE SOLUTION TO 
ALL WEATHER DRIVING. 


Your new or used 
SUBARU 
will get you to 
your holiday 
shopping! 


(All Wheel Drive) 


on an AWD... 
(Awful Weather Day) 


STK#3053, AWD, 5- Speed, 


STK# 3062, AWD, 5- Speed, - L J 
Cassette, Dual Air Bags...With 


Cassette, Dual Air Bags...Meets All /” é 
1997 Safety Standards All Standard Equipment 


$12.999* "22 515, 499" 


Ecellex Selection See fron Deliveny 


“All Reb bates and Incentives Assigned To Dealer re 


HONS to Ext 17 
ioe ha owe if eo ag 


fou > BARU 


Open: Mon-P, 8 1226 DWIGHT ST., HOLYOKE 
ibhsmsateiheideed 11 Quick Service ~ One-Stop Super Store! 


Follow the 3 Wise Pigs 
to Pelham Parts! 


| Pelham Auto 


December 21 - 27, 1995 


Glick and Glack Talk Gars: 


is sponsored by: 


ACME AUTOMOTIVE CENTER 


Serving the Valley for over 25 years. 220 King St, Northampton 584-3710 


Against All Odds, You Weren't Taken 


by Tom and Ray Magliozzi 


Dear Tom and Ray: 

Thavea 1990 Chevrolet Lumina with 83,000 miles. 
Last Monday, the car started fine when I drove to 
work, but when I went to go home, it would not start. 
It cranked away but would not fire up. 

I had the car towed to the nearest Chevrolet deal- 
er. They told me the electronic ignition module went 
bad and had to be replaced if] wanted to start the car. 
‘The part was $258 and the labor was $84. Is this nor- 
mal for a car with 83,000 miles? Why would it die 
with no warning? The dealership gave me the bad 
part. Is there any way a person can go and have it 
checked? I’m concerned that I may have been taken. 

Kathy 

TOM: | completely sympathize with your instincts, 
Kathy. We know that everyone even remotely con- 
nected with the automotive industry is a sleazeball 
(including us). But in this case, unbelievably, and 
against all odds, the diagnosis and the price both 
sound perfectly reasonable. 

RAY: Anelectronic ignition module fails like a light 
bulb. It works fine, day in, day out. And then all of a 
sudden, you go into the room, flip the switch, and 
pfift! Doesn't work. Looks exactly the same. Just does- 
n'twork anymore. 

TOM: Of course, the ignition module takes a lot 
more abuse thana light bulb. It’s subject to huge fluc- 
tuations in temperature, from below freezing in the 
winter to hundreds of degrees in the summer. Plus, 
it gets bounced and rattled every time you drive the 
car. 

RAY: And eventually, one of the tiny electronic cir- 
cuits in the module fails. And when it fails, the car 
won't start. 

‘TOM: And 83,000 miles is a perfectly reasonable 
lifetime for an electronic ignition module. The price 
for the part was about right. And some of the labor 
charge is for the time spent diagnosing the problem. 
So that’s about right, too. 

RAY: | don’t think you were cheated at all, Kathy. 
1 think this dealer was absolutely honest with you. 


And if you'll be kind enough to send us his name, 
we'll turn him over to the proper authorities first thing 
in the morning. 


Dear Tom and Ray: 

I have a Honda Accord equipped with Michelin 
tires. Recently, someone (not me, of course) caught 
the left rear tire on a curb and raised a “boo-boo” 
about 3 inches long by 2 inches wide on the sidewall. 
We were ona long drive, so I put on a new tire. But 
can L reuse the old one? Is there reliable, maybe glue- 
in type of patch on the market that will reinforce that 
sidewall? The tire has 17,000 miles on it. Waiting with 
bated breath (Certs-treated, of course) for your answer. 

—John 

TOM: John, get serious! When you damage a side- 
wall, the tire is garbage. 

RAY: You should thank your lucky stars that you 
noticed the damage and changed the tire before it 
blew outon the highway and caused you some SERI- 
OUS problems. 

TOM: Some of the high-end tire makers warran- 
ty their tires against damage, even if the damage is 
your fault. So it would be worth checking with your 
tire dealer to see if he'll pay for part of the replace- 
ment cost. 

RAY: But when he tells you to go fly a kite, here's 
how you reuse your old tire, John. Tie a rope to it and 
hang it from a good sturdy tree limb in your back- 
yard. Letting the kids use itasa swing is the only duty 
it’s qualified for now. 


‘TOM: Is warming up your car actually BAD for 
it? Does slamming the door really make a difference 
to the life of your car? Should you save the brakes by 
shifting into a lower gear to help you slow down? 

Got a question about cars? Write to Click and Clack 
Talk Cars in care of this newspaper. We can't answer 
your letter personally but will run the best letters in the 
column, 


—King Features Syndicate + 
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December 21 - 27, 1995 —_____________ |@¥ptimist 


ANSWER SOME PERSONAL QUESTIONS AND YOU COULD WIN A $40 GIFT 
CERTIFICATE TO ONE OF THESE GREAT RESTAURANTS: CITY CAFE, 
FITZWILLY’S, THE NORTHAMPTON BREWERY, SQUIRES’, OR TAIPEI & TOKYO! 
BUT ONLY IF YOU FILL THIS OUT COMPLETELY!!! 


Help to make us better by responding to all questions below. 


Who You Are: 
Your age: 
Your Gender: 
O Male O Female 
Are you: 
O Single O Married O Divorced/Separated 
How many adults live at your residence? 
How many children live at your residence? 
Any children enrolled in day care? 
O Yes ONo O n/a 
Pets in the home... 
ODog OCat OBird OFish O Other O None 
Do you live in: 
O Apartment O Condominium O House 
Do you: 
O Rent O Own 
How long have you lived in the area? 
O Less than | year © 1-4 years © 5+ years 
Have you voted in the past 12 months? m Yes m No 
Education completed: 
O Some high school 
OGE.D. recipient © Some college 
O College grad O Advanced degree 
Are you currently enrolled in school? 
OYes ONo O No, but considering next year 
Your occupation: 
O Proprietor / Owner O Professional / Managerial 
O Clerical worker O Sales © Blue collar 
ORetired © Service industry O Military 
O Student O Looking for work 
Family income: 
O Under $15,000 
O $15,000 - $24,999 
© $25,000 - $34,999 


O High School grad 


O $35,000 - 49,999 
O $50,000 - $74,999 
O $75,000 or more 


What You Do: 


How many times in the past 12 months did you frequent the following 
professional service providers? 


HURRY! Send us your completed survey 
by December 30th 1995, & your name 
will be entered in a drawing to win one 


of the five $40 Gift Certificates to a 
great local restaurant. Winners will be 
announced by 1/18/96 


O 12 35 69 10+ Plante. 
Doctor Oe 0: (Ges -O 
Dentist Or Or SO O 
Counselor / Therapist OO. 9D “Gh O 
Chiropractor 7, QO (On ORO 
Massage Therapist 9 -OrOr 0... 0 © 
Alternative Health Care Provider oO oo. 0 *O. C2 
Lawyer I Se Aye ah a CE 
Realtor FO = OO SO 
Financial Planner / Accountant Ou Op: Oh ie RE eh 
Veterinarian OO. 1 = OF Ox ic) 
House / Carpet Cleaning Service O* OD "OO ine 
Insurance Agent OF" O30) 20 (OT 
Child Care Provider oy -O-10 9 “Or-O 
Travel Agent Dt 0:40:05. O" 
Florist OPOL ORO 1:0'-O 
Hairstylist Or TOO? OF Oro 
Auto Mechanic Ooo eo (O36 
Landscaping Service C1 SOE OO 
Caterer OF ONO Oe Oi 8: 
How many times in the past 12 months did you travel: 
0 12 35 69 10+ 

In state / business (9) (o) o) 2) (2) 
In state / pleasure e) ie) 2) 2) 2) 
Out of state / business o) oO ie) 1°) 12) 
Out of state / pleasure e) o) e} o} o 
When reading the Optimist, how frequently do you: 

3 Vs Ac : reload lly never 
Read the display ads (eo) 2) 12) 
Read the classified ads (e) 1°) 1°) 
Read the personals fe) fo) fe) 


In the past 12 months, how many times have you: 
4 


Responded to a display ad 
Responded to a classified ad 


Dined at an advertised restaurant 


Shopped at an advertised store 
Attended an advertised event 


Used a coupon from the Optimist ce: Me | 


How frequently do you do each 
Dining: 

Dine out for breakfast 
Dine out for lunch 
Dine out for dinner 

Go to a coffee shop 
Entertainment: 

Go to a movie 

Rent a video 

Go to a concert 

Go to art galleries / museums 
Go to live theatre / ballet 
Go to a nightclub / bar 
Go to a sporting event 
Go to a pool hall 
Entertain at home 
Travel to Brattleboro VT. 
Travel to Boston 

Travel to VT. / NH. 
Shopping 

For CDs / cassettes 

For books 

For clothing / shoes 

At the mall 

Exercise / Sports 
Climbing 

Running / walking 
Team sports 

Exercise in gym / health club 
Cycling 

Golfing 

Hiking / camping 
Fishing / hunting, 

Lawn / gardening 
Water sports / boating 
Dieting 

Do you: 

Electronics 

Television 

Stereo equip. / Tape, CD etc 
VCR or camcorder 
Camera / equip. 
Cellular phone 

Car stereo 

Health 

Ski equip. 

Exercise equip. 

Bicycle / accessories 
Camping gear 
Prescription glasses / lenses 
Household 

New home 
Redecorate / remodel! 
Major appliances 
Furniture - new 
Furniture - antiques 
Personal computer 
Computer softwear 
Automotive 

New car / truck 

Used car / truck 
Motorcycle 


Name: 


Pr) 
$ 
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0 
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ie} 
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ooooo0s 
ooo0oo 
7000000 


of the following in an average month: 
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What You Think: 


How often do you read each of the following weekly features in the 

Optimist: 2x/mo. Less than 
or more 2x/mo, 

Click & Clack 

Community Calendar 

Comix / Crosswords Page 

Community Chat 

Current Projections 

Cyberia 


z 
3 
? 


000000000000000000000F 


4 


Emotional Fitness 
Horascopes 
Letterman's Top Ten List 
Local Answers 

Main Attraction 

Movie Times 

Music Calendar 

News of the Weird 
Optimist Arts 

Optimist News 
Personals 

Positively Real 

Record Reviews 

Stock Watch 

UMass Hoops 

What else would you like to see in the Optimist? 


COODDDCDDOODOCOCO0000N0N0 
000000000000000000000; 


What is your favorite feature in the Optimist? 


How often do you read the Optimist? 

O Every week OAt least 3x/mo  O At least 2x/mo 
How many people read your copy of the Optimist? 
How many times during a typical week do you refer to the Optimist?__ 
Do you read any daily newspapers? O Yes O No 

If so, how often? 

© 1-2x per week © 3-4x per week © 5-6x per week O Every day 
What other publications do you regularly read? 

O The Valley Advocate O The Springfield Advocate 

O The Daily Hampshire Gazette O The Amherst Bulletin 

O The Springfield Union-News O The Greenfield Recorder 

O The Brattleboro Reformer O Any of the Reminders 


O Less than 2x/mo. 


O Many Hands O Collegian (other college paper) 
Which radio stations do you listen to? 

O 88.5 WFCR 093.1 WHYN O93.9WPVQ. 094.7 WMAS 
O91.9WMUA = O95.3 WRSI 097.9 WKIX O 98.3 WHAI 
092.7 WKVT 099.3 WHMP ©100.9WRNX O 102.1 WAQY 
O 506 WHYN O 640 WNNZ ©1400 WHMP © 1430 WITT 
O 1520 WGAM 


Comments: 


Thank you for taking the time to help! 


Mail This Page To: 


Optimist/Reader Survey, 13 Old South St Northampton MA. 01060 


Address: 
City, State, ZIP: 


Daytime Phone# 


All information will be held in strictest confidence and will not be given or sold to any other organization. Survey must be completed 


and all of the above information must be supplied to qualify for free ice cream & prize giveaways. Deadline for entry is 12/30/95. 


December 21 - 27, 1995 


Always special... 
always the perfect gift. 


Christen Bauer * Lazare * Quadrillion ¢ John Atencio ¢ Ed Levin * Movado *® Tissot 
¢ TAG Heuer ¢ Rado ¢ Van Craeynest *Paul Klecka ¢ Tension Ring * Scavezzi Gold Smiths 
Etienne Perret * Concord ¢ Britt Andersen ¢ Alex Primak ¢ Joel Soskil 


SUTTER'S 


NORTHAMPTON’S JEWELER FOR OVER A QUARTER CENTURY 
231 Main STREET - NORTHAMPTON - 586-1470 


TRY A FREE 
PERSONAL 
IN THE 
VALLEY 
OPTIMIST 


WE REACH 


50,000 
PEOPLE IN 
THE VALLEY 
EVERY WEEK. 
CALL 
586-OPTI 
TRY US! 


BUSINESS 
SERVICES 


$50 WORTH OF FREE 
MERCHANDISE 
for hosting a House of 
Lloyd party. Call Peggy 
@ 543-3619 or 594-5767, 


A#1 1st Quality Work, At 
low honest prices. Lic. # 
31263E. Commercial, 
residential. Free 
estimates. Call Bruce at 
547-0422. 


A UTTLE know Federal 
Law Stops Foreclosure, 
Debt Collection Activity, 


Eviction Process, 
Automobile 
Repossession, _ Federal 


and State Tax Collection. 
Atty. Lafayette, 796-1270 
or 1-800-447-7570. 


A-1 PAINT. Ext - hil 
wallpaper - carpentry. 28 
years exp, 783-9724, 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

EXCELLENCE, Why hire 
a secretal | 
rovide the 
ersonalized to meet 
our distinctive demands ; 


jetters/resumes, 
proposals, business 
cards, greeting cards, 


banners, etc, Top quality 
color printing, Call Linda 
at (413)527-9224, 


ALL TRASH 
Dumping - Recycle, 
Property clearance, fast 
response, free estimates, 
team work trucking. Call 
584-3897, 


ALL YOUR drywalling 
needs. Over 30 years 
exp. Reasonable. Frank 
789-1581, 


APPRENTICESHIP OR 
MENTOR WANTED. 
Jewelry » eat al 
lapidary, Three 
years ach iechook Tasty 
ong hated ae: fe | 
enjoy, wi ople | en| 

Call Joy at 4 13)586-8490 


BASEMENT REPAIRS. 
Wall, floors, —_ cracks, 
hatchways waterproofed 
and damp-proofed, Call 
(413)789-1626. 


BENNETTE'S. OLDE 
TIMER. Refining / repair 
and stripping of antiques 
and contemporary 
furniture. Residential and 
commercial, Where our 
customers send their 
friends. 527-7936. 


pti 


BILL MILLER 
Construction 
Remodeling, painting, 
repairs. Amherst, HIC 
#119919. Call 549-7460. 


BILL POIRIER. Framing, 
roofing, siding, windows, 
doors, drywall, 
etc. Insured. HIC 
#119607, CSL #065012. 
Call 268-7332. 


BOBCAT WORK $35/hr 
(min 3 hrs) or $240 for an 
8-hr day. 569-5857. 


BOSTON BARTENDERS 
SCHOOL 
Assisted job placement, 
days/evenings. Call for 
free brochure. 
(413)747-9888. 


BRANVADO & SON. 


Carpentry, Masonry, 
Excav. Roofing. Le 
#013553, Insured. Call 
569-0016. 

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY. Own 


our own limousine 
jusiness. Call 292-2647. 


CALVIN & SONS. 
Chimney lining, all kinds 
of Masonry, additions. 30 
fears experience. Call 
‘ony at 586-6146. 


CANZANO PAINTING. 
Quality work at an 
affordable price. 
Insured, 18 years 
experience. Free 
estimates. Call Ed at 
586-7906. 


CHINESE LESSONS 
Learn Chinese with a 
native speaker, Call 
Chou Yung Hua aka 
Annie at 584-6441, 


CHUCK'S DRYWALL 
Service - sheetrock, tape, 
spray, and swirl ceilings. 
Fully insured, 533-1635, 


CLARKE COMPUTER 
Services, Encheapii: 
wordprocessing and 

transcription. 

Call 268-7693. 


CLEAN AND GREEN 
Earth Advocate animal 
care products now 
available. Call today for 
free catalog. 
(802)362-2766 


CLUTTER BUSTER 

Organize office, archives, 
household, studios. 
Develop a maintenance 
system. Optional follow- 


up visits. Empower 
‘ourself with — order. 
15/hour. Call Deborah 


(508)544-6701. 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
work. Sprayed ceilings. 
Call 592-9309 


ERT PROFESSIONAL 
Painting. walpaper 
and painting, ree est, 
insured, Call 783-7113. 


EXPERT 
ACCIDENT REPAIRS 


MIRANDA AUTO BODY 
289 Mill St, Springfield 
736-2288 


FAST, EASY new credit!! 
Get 100% new credit file 
regardless of past history. 
Not credit repair. Call 
(413)735-1576, 24 hours. 


FOLEY MASONRY. 
Fully licensed and 
insured, Free est. Call 
594-5945, 


FREE ESTIMATES. 
Snowplowing lots and 
driveways. Chic/Spfid 
area. Call 594-9024 or 
531-8952. 


FREE REMOVAL of 
unwanted articles also 
rubbish removal. Free 
estimates. 747-7327. 


FREELANCE 
ADVERTISING & 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 
SERVICES 
Call for a free no- 
obligation presentation. 
(413)536-4746, 
FULL BOOKEEPING 
Service. Beat tax 
season. $10 off through 
12/22/95!! Money matter, 
Call 584-1202. 


GRAPHIC DESIGN 
specializing in strong 
Graphic identi 

levelopment for 
alternative businesses. 
Contact Jim Sadler 
(413) 586-4092. 


HOMETOWN 
REMODELING. 
Replacement windows, 
Additions, decks. Honest 
/ reliable. #061674. Call 
Larry @ 527-0165 or Ed 
@ 247-9782. 


HOUSEKEEPING 
Efficient, reliable service. 
Excellent local 
references, flexible hours. 
Call 586-3986. 


LEARN BOXING with 
retired pro, G. Djata 
Bumpus. People of all 
ages, genders and 
physical abilities are 
encouraged to participate. 
Call for brochure. 
549-5752. 


MACINTOSH 
INSTRUCTION and 
consultation. 
QuarkXpress, Adobe 
Illustrator and Photoshop, 
Aldus Freehand. All 
levels. Jim Sadler. 

(413) 586-4092, 


MARBLE / Ceramic tile 


installation. 20 years 
erience. Commercial 

/ Residential. Call Ed at 

586-7906. 

MARNEY BUILDERS. 

Additions, remodeling, 

replacement windows, 


siding, kitchens, baths. 
Free estimates, Lic. and 
insured, Call 586-5512. 


OAK HILL Landscaping 
Lawn renovation and 
aeration, slice seeding, 
Fall clean-ups, _ lime, 
fertilization, retaining 
walls, brick patios/walks, 
sprinkler installation. 

Call 527-1356. 


PARK VIEW 
MAINTENANCE. 

Mowing, Fall clean-up, 
eaves cleaned, snow 
removal. (413)467-7554. 


QUALITY INTERIOR 
WORK 


Special Winter rates. 
available. Call today for a 
free estimate - ask for 
Cesar (413)585-8815. 
Oliva Hells Painters 


R.A.M. DRYWALL. Any 
. Reasonable pri 
. by state. Call 
592-7256. 


586-OPTI 


SHERWOOD PAINTING. 


Spray, brush, roll, 
commerial and local. 13 
years of painting 
rience. 

Call 529-2461, 

SMITH GLASS. Your 
complete glass shop 
since 1944, at 6 Service 
Center, Northampton. 
Call 584-3707. 


SNOWPLOWING 
from 
Goshen to 
Northampton 
Call Dean e 


WRITING, EDITING, 
Publication design, 
dissertations, promotional 
copy editing. Janet 
Sadler. (413) 247-5140. 


EMPLOYMENT 


DRIVERS WANTED 
Part-time, good pay. 
Perfect for students, 
retired, and fora 
second job. Call 
Today @ 586-7070. 
Ask for Patrick, 


DUNHILL TEMPORARY 


SYSTEMS of West 
Springfield. Specializin, 
in light industrial an 


clerical support. F/T, P/T; 
temp-to-perm. 

Call 733-5147 for 
appointment 


FREELANCE 
WRITER AVAILABLE 


Journalism 
Public Relations 
Advertising 


15 years of 
experience. 
Published nationally; 
corporate accounts, 


(413) 529-0019. Leave 
message, 


SECRETARIES WITH 
word a oped wanted. 
Call Kelly Services. Call 
586-6868 or 737-1157. 


ZEPHYR HOUSE 
AND OFFICE 
CLEANING 


Expert cleaning 
services for your home 
and workplace. 
Quality work done with 
asmile. Call now : 
(413)529 - 0019, 


Very, Very 
Reasonable Rates. 


AUTOS 


50 CARS AND TRUCKS 
AT FRAN'S 
Mostly $1995 to $3995. 
1-owners wagons all 
models like: 
‘85 Civic, 4WD 58K 
for $3995. 
“86 Chev, Pickup 72K 
for $3995 
‘89 Cavalier Wgn 115K 
for $3995 
47-Year Dealer in 
Northampton! 
245 North King St. 
584-4306 or 584-3367 


BUICK SKLARK, 1972. 
Runs great. Joined the 
Army, must sell! 
$1000/best offer. Call 
after 4 p.m. 584-6398. 


CHEVROLET 
CELEBRITY, 1987 
Eurosport. Need a 


reliable car? High miles. 
Runs excellent. Call for 


all the extras, $1200. 
Call 247-5760. 

CHEVY SS_ Camaro, 
1969. Automatic, 350. 
$6000/ best offer. Call 
532-5714. 


FORD FESTIVA, 1991. 
49,000 miles, 5 speed. 
Engine, excellent 
condition. $2500, Call 
(413)548-9533, 


FORD LTD. 1983. V6. 
79,000 miles, Excellent 
condition. Many options. 
$1,500/best offer. Call 
586-2762, 


HYUNDAI SONATA, 
1991. 4 door sedan, 
automatic, air, new tires 
and = muffler. 44,000 
miles. New brakes. 
Asking $6350. 

Call 546-4567. 


READY TO GO, Fully 
ted and tuned-up. 
aru 1800 DL, 1982. 1 
pets Runs great. Very 


clean. Reliable. $1099. 
Call 323-0285. 

SUBARU GL, 1985. 
Good engine and body. 
Needs work. feng 
$400 or best offer. 
582-0368. 


SUBARU LEGACY L, 
1991 wagon. 4 x 4, all 
gener cruise, 5 speed, 

ule rack. Asking 
$7500. Greg at 665-0138 
or at work 545-3916, 


TRUCK CAP. Fits Chev. 
S-10 Long body. $125. 
Call 562-2439, after Spm, 


VOLKSWAGON GOLF, 
1985. Well maintained, 5 
speed, 96,000 miles. 
Clean. Asking $2500, 
Call 256-1959. 


GOOD STUFF 


NEW FOR 
CHRISTMAS 
JVC Car Audio & 
Code Alarm Security 
System. Avalable at 


wholesale prices!! 
Free installation. Call 
Vision Enterprises for 
a quote. 
(203)749-8166. 


18 TH Century Mahogany 
dining room set. Sells for 
$15,000. Asking $5,000. 
Call Franco, after 4p.m, at 
789-1186. 


2 1/4 CAMERA Mamiya 
64s, lens, prism, grip. 
Professional lium 
format. Asking $1450. 
Call 253-0509. 


25" MAGNAVOX 
Console TV, Oak cabinet, 
cable ready. $200. Call 
(413)786-1555. 


AMIGA 3000 Super Art 
Computer - Over $5000 
invested. 
deal at $750. Call Bill at 
(413)323-8658, 


ATTENTION MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS: 
Nursemates size 7, never 
worn (gift from mom - 
wrong size) will take $30. 
Call 582-1889. 


CALL OR FAX 
NOW 
For your free 32 - 
page catalog chuck 
full of T-shirts, post 
cards, posters, 


bumper stickers, all 
custom made!! 


Place your order using 
Visa or Mastercard via 
fax 1(800) 553-0006 
or callus @ 
(203)455-9621 


EXQUISITE 
engagement 
carat heart shaped 
diamond widiamond 
chips. Beautiful setting. 
Asking $1,000 or best 
offer. (203)749-8097. 


FURNITURE FOR Sale : 
2 benches in light pine 
$195; dk pine drysink 
$125; lane cedar chest 
$135; antique three 
drawer rock maple buffet 
beaut cond. $195, 
Everything in beautiful 
cond, Call 782-1982. 


GREAT FOR MOM OR 
SPOIL YOURSELF 
Lenox tea set with 
Christmas motif. Paid 
$325 - will take best offer 
by X-mas. Call Nicole @ 

582-1889, 


HAND HAMMERED wine 
joblets and champagne 


18K = gold 
ring, 1/2 


jutes. Beautiful sterling 
silver w/copper inlay 
design. A great gift in 


sets of 2, 4, or 8. Call 
582-1889, 


JADE TREE LANE 
Handcrafted works of 
wearable art 


You've admired the 
jewelry in ead 
stores for years - Now 
you can place your 


custom order for 
holiday gift giving. 
These exquisitel 
designed pieces are 
available at incredible 
discounts for the 
holidays, Call 
(413)582-1889, ask for 
Nicole or Susan. 


NINTENDO GAMES : D. 
Kong Country, St Fighter 
Il Turbo, Zombies ate my 
Neighbors, Dracula. $20 
each. Call 527-7272. 


NOW BUYING used 
bikes and in-line skates, 
Call Peloton Sports at 
584-1016. 


PURE KONA 
GOURMET COFFEE 
Buy direct from the 
best little coffee farm 
in Hawaii and save. 
FREE INFO 


1(800)766-8559 
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed! 
Keokea Kona Farm, 
Honaunau, HI 


SOLID WOOD Dinette 
wi4 chairs. $200. Call 
734-4170, 


STEREO RACK Sytem 
w/dual 
tumtable, equi.» co} 


speakers, 
734-4170. 


STEREO SYSTEM, Bang 
and Olufsen Beomaster 
2000, Stereo, am/fm, 
cassette, rose 
wood/aluminum. New 
$2500, now $1000. Call 
586-3262. 


TRAILER HITCH, like 
new, for Volvo model 240. 
$100, Call 586-2117. 


UNUSUAL AND 
THOUGHTFUL GIFTS 
From the American 
Lung Association : 


1) Mistletoe gift box $5 
2) Ski Privilege Book 


$50 
3) Radon Detection Kit 

$10 
4) Golf Privilege Card 


10 
Call 1(800)LUNG-USA 
Today! 


WILD WOMEN 
ENTERPRISES 
Clothing and 

accessories 
celebrating the spirit of 
women!! Send for our 
catalog. P.O. Box 114 
North Dighton, Ma. 
02764 or call 
(508)880-0555. 


WOODBURNING STOVE 
$350, Elec. garage door 
opener, $75; sleeper 
sofa, $85; rocking chair 
sofa, $50; or B.O. Call 
789-3049, 


MUSIC MAR 


DRUM LESSONS by top 
area pro: A.J, Lankarge 
formerly with Diver 
jown) Accepting 
students, all styles and 
ability levels. Call days 
586-0068. 


POYCHEDE LIC 

@ARAGE BAND 
Dead, Dylan, Band, 
Stones, Hendrix, Cream, 
etc, plus Space Jams. 
Put the Fillmore in your 
function. Call 586-3039, 


Wanted, 
Needed 
Good, Used 
Acoustic Guitar 
Good Price 
Let's Talk 
529-0019 
Evenings. 


APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 


AMHERST. Large 
furnished 1 bedroom , on 
bus route. Close to 
colleges, $600 inclusive. 
Avail 1/1. Call 253-3510. 


HADLEY, 13’ x 10' room 
in our home,  $250+. 
Quiet. No smoking/pets. 
549-0060, 


HOUSES FOR 
RENT 


BELCHERTOWN 
COMMONS. Large 
a, 2 bedroom, large 
yard, oil heat. $600+. 
Cal 256-1586. 


HOUSEMATES / 
ROOMMATES 


WANTED 


FLORENCE 
HOUSEMATE sought for 
Jan, 1st. Non-smoking, 
outdoor enthusiast 
preferred. Washer/Dryer 
$265+. Call 584-5167. 


must Classifieds 


HOUSEMATES 

WANTED 
2 Br open in beautiful 4 Br 
farmhouse in Whatley. 
10 mins to Northampton, 
Amherst or Greenfield. 
We are a student and 
professional, vegetarian, 
mellow, — non-dogmatic, 
and easy-going, 
Currently living without a 
TV by choice, 250+ per 
Br. Call (413)665-7374 
(leave message) 


SUNDERLAND. Person 
to share quiet, beautiful 


farmhouse. 12 minutes 
from UMASS, $325+ 
Call 665-8797. 


WE HAVE A 
JUICEMAKER and lots of 
other great stuff in our 
large South Amherst 
home. One room 
available for Jan, 1st. 
Share house w/3 en, 
Great location, only 
miles from UMASS. call 
today at 253-1594. 


PETS 


AKC BICHON Frise 
pups, Male $450, 
Parents on premise. 


(413)589-0075 


AKC GERMAN Shep. 
pups, qual. bred. Shots, 
wormed, Raised w/kids. 
$300 - 350. 
(413)253-0306 


AKC REGISTERED 
Alaskan Malamutes, first 
id and wormed, 
ymees 11/8/95. sigs 
for the holidays. 
(413)238-5557. 


BLUE CROWN Conures, 
hand-fed, learning 
speak, $300/B.0. Also, 
cockateils, hand-fed, $30 
+ up. Call 786-3565, 
after 5pm. 


CANINE CONCEPTS 
Unique approach to dog 
obediance. Assisting you 
in making your pet a 
better companion, Call 
(413)586-8694, 


DACHSHUND RESCUE - 
Reliable placement 
service. Many Doxies 
need good homes, Call 
(413)586-8694 


FREE TO a good home. 
Adorable long-haired 
Calico cat and her kitten. 
Really cute. A must see. 


Call 584-6441 

LOOKING FOR a 
Siamese male — stud. 
Negotiable. 

Call 534-0936. 


PERSIAN KITTENS 
Chinchilla, shaded silver. 
Grand champion 
bloodline, green eyes, 
CFA, shots, health 
certificate included. Very 
affectionate. 458-8560. 


THE ONLY love money 
can buy. AKC German 
Shepherd puppies (2) Ch. 
sired by Fox Hills Inferno, 
qual. puppies bred for 
temperment, intelligence, 
loyalty and beauty. $550, 
Call 788-8277. 


ZOOM & GROOM 
Mobile Pet Grooming 
Service 


Claudia's low stress 
techniques assure a 
positive grooming 


experience. 
4(800)482-8694 


timist/Personals 


Send your ad to: 


( 
l 
Call 413-586-OPTI from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday. Ask for the Personals 


Department and we will hi ‘ou write your ad and ‘ou instructions on using our 
Personols System. ont - we: j 


Optimag 


413-586-OPTI 
@aol.com. 


OLDER WOMAN 
SEEKING 
YOUNGER MALE 
1am 53, 5'2", long black 
hair, green eyes, like 
motorcycles, stock car 
races, and monster 
trucks. Looking for a 
friend or possibly more 
between 25 - 45. (1306 


BLONDIE SINGS 
THE BLUES... 
..and rock, country, folk, 
classical, liturgical...you 
name it! Mellow, artistic, 
creative, progressive 
SWF w/ many goals/ 
interests wants to meet 
SWMs, 36 - 45, from 
greater Northampton 

area. (1303 


SBF IN SEARCH 
OF ASM 
Preference is SBM or 
DBM who is easygoing, 
likes to be adventurous, 
has good sense of humor 
& likes children, I’m 
looking for you, I’m well 
educated, careerorient- 
ed, love to sing, sew, 
dance, enjoy jazz and 
plays. (1301 
LET'S SKI IN THE 
NEW YEAR! 

Dwr S/DM_ for 
friendship, possibly 
more. Prefer NS. Let's 
ring in the New Year ski- 
ing down a big moun- 
tain, | love jazz, rock & 


seeks 


roll and the classics. 
1300 


WINTER WARMTH 
by the fireplace w/ 
DWPF, 50s, 5’8”, who 
enjoys the outdoors, XC 
skiing, plays, music & the 
arts. Seeking DWPM, 
educated, w/ similar 
interests for friendship & 
possible LTR (1298 


WISHING ON A STAR 
Are you tall, good-look- 
ing, secure, compassion- 
ate, trustworthy, a good 
conversationalist, 
humorous, considerate, 
understanding/tolerant of 
children and _single-par- 
ent responsibility, unas- 
suming, non -smother- 
ing, outdoorsy, athletic, 
NS/D, emotionally ready 
for commitment? Thank 
God | finally found you! 
Happy Holidays! (1293 
LOVELY HOUSEWIFE 
LOOKING FOR 
MILKMAN 
SWF, 21, seeks SWM 20- 
25, Looking to go back to 
the beginning to share a 
soda w/ 2 straws. 1284 


OLD-FASHIONED 
PERSON 
SWF, 38, w/ children. 
Looking for long-term 
relationship w/ NS, ND, 
no-drug SWM. Weight & 
age unimportant. Need 
to be mentally stable. 
Kids OK, (1280 
CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPING EARLY 
For a S/DWM, 42-49, 


USING THE SYSTEM 

To LISTEN & RESPOND Call 1-900-820-4008 
(Optimist Personals cost $2.19 per minute, 18 or 
older). Enter the 4 digh code tor the person you want to 
Meet, of browse and respond to operators instructions. 
‘To PLACE YOUR FREE Ap Call 413-586-OPTI 
from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday. Ask for the 
Personals Department and we will help you write 
your ad and give you instructions on using our 


Personals System. 


w/an off-beat sense of 
style. SWE, 45, designer, 
who loves rock ‘n’ roll, 
dining out & creative art 
would like to hear from 
you, No single parents. 
Letters Only. (1279 


V'VE BEEN LOOKING 
FOR YOU BUT 
CAN'T FIND YOU 
You've searched for me 
for years. Let’s meet now 
and head for Valentine's 
Day together! Educated, 
warm, loving jokester, 
40s, trim. 

(1276 

DEAR HEART, 

am a tall, fit DWF seek 
ing a WM companion 
(40-50) who has chem- 
istry w/ me. I'm attracted 
to tall, trim, athletic, 
handsome, masculine 
men who are affection: 
ate, sensuous, funny, 
intelligent and have a 
self-confident demeanor, 
Have a casual sense of 
style, good manners and 
treat others as you wish 
to be treated. | have a 


attractive, 


Women Seeking Men 


BLONDIE SINGS THE BLUES... 
..and rock, country, folk, classical, litur- 
gical...you name it! Mellow, artistic, cre- 
ative, progressive SWF w/ many goals/ 
interests wants to meet SWMs, 36 - 45, 
from greater Northampton area. (1303 


childlike heart and 
would like my compan- 
ion to cherish that part of 
me because that’s where 
| let go of myself and fall 
in love. (1267 


SF, ARTIST, 38 
Likes museums, movies, 
cooking, travel & out- 
doors. Physically fit. 
Seeks independent, 
drug/alcohol free M_ w/ 
sense of humor. Children 
OK. 1263 

YOU CAN BEA 

LITTLE GOOFY 
But you can be counted 
on too, You're bright, 
broad-shouldered, com- 
passionate, and fun to 
talk to, I’m 35, well-trav- 
elled, well-read, progres 
sive, affectionate, engag: 
ing, and spending way 
too much time alone. 
241 

BEST FRIEND 

FOR LIFE? 
This Piscean, 
“boomer”, 


SIF, 
seeking 
friendship w/ honest, 


intelligent, progressive, 
nurturing, educated, 
tragi-comic, — spiritual, 
emotional, conscious, 
loving male kindred spir- 
it, sharing — interests 
including writing, music, 
film, dance, growth, 
recovery, teaching, heal- 
ing, ocean, family. (No 
Republicans, gun- 
slingers, fitness fascists, 
or semi-detached mar- 
ried men), (1169 


DWM, 40 
Attractive 
seeks attractive, slender, 
S/DWEF, 26-36, for friend- 
ship, fun & relationship. 
1310 

HOLD MY HAND 
SWM, 24, 6’, 165, hard- 
working, down-to-earth, 
enjoys music, travelling 
& quiet times at home. 
Seeking SWF, 19-25, 
who is honest, sincere, 
caring, humorous, light 


professional 


G:,, 15299 


drinker/smoker OK. 


1309 


WINTER EXPANSION 
49, loving, caring, atten- 
tive, Jewish, divorced, 
ex-macro, virtually vege 
tarian, kosherly con- 
scious, unsuccessfully 
retired, fit, youthful, 
truthful; probably not the 
‘one, but worth knowing, 
Letters welcome. (1307 


RUBENESQUE MAN 
SEEKS RUBENESQUE 
WOMAN 
I'm young 405, attractive, 
and very sensual. Lets 
mutual 
exploration, Creative let 

ters only! (1305 
ICONOCLASTIC 
Artistic, affectionate, 
multi-faceted, sensitive, 
pissy, conversant, liter- 
ate, DWM, 37, vaguely 
quaintly 
eccentric, boyishly pxu- 
berant, staidly hedonistic 
seeks winsome cohort to 
savor panoply, 
share laughter, adven- 


connect for 


altractive, 


life's 


ture, romance. (1304 
SWEET CHILD IN TIME 
You'll see the lines, lines 
drawn between the good 
of us and the bad, SWM, 
32, 5/7", NS, social 
drinker, intelligent, sin- 
cere, down-to-earth 
seeks SF w/ a sharp mind 
and considerate soul. 
1302 


SEEKS SWF. | WOULD 
SPOIL HER ROTTEN 
\'m a SWM, 35, & enjoy 
bowling, roller skating, 
movies, Riverside park, 
travelling, rock & roll & 
country music, basket- 
ball, football and foot- 

ball. 1299 


EASYGOING 
SWM, 37, interested in 
meeting SF, 30-45, NS 
slender preferred. | enjoy 
spontaneous living, love 
beaches, mountains, 
campfires, music, ani- 
mals, sporting events, 
champagne /wine & din- 
ing w/ a nice down-to 
earth woman. Sense of 
humor very important. 
(1297 


NO FEAR 

Leave inhibitions at the 
door. SPWM, 35, 63", 
200 Ibs,, DOE, sense of 
humor, ISO SDWPF for 
possible LTR. Travel, out 
doors, fitness, Kids OK 
(1296 

DWM, 42, MUSICAL, 

ROMANCEABLE 

Grown children, | enjoy 
dancing, pool, movies, 


volleyball, dinner, travel- 
ling, playing guitar; I'm 
healthy, attractive & 
ready to share life's plea- 
sures w/ right woman 
over 30, (1295, 

EAT YOUR CAKE 
Tired of the hunk vs. 
geek conundrum? Then 
break out of itw/aSWM, 
27, who is strong and 
kind, dependable, not 
predictable, humorously 
serious and seriously 
humorous, trustworthy, 
active, patient and pas- 
sionate, who will treat 
you like a goddess, a 
buddy and an equal. 
Please be fit and ready to 
move past the primary 
colors. 1292 


DWM, 26 
511", great sense of 
humor, like to travel, 
music, outdoors, danc- 
ing, open-minded, Seeks 
S/DF wi/sense of humor, 
fit, someone who likes to 
have fun, 25-40 for 
friendship, possible LTR, 
1290 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
Looking for someone to 
share the holidays and 
possibly life, SWM, 31, 
working student, active, 
happy, healthy, secure, 
NS, light drinker. 1287 

ATTRACTIVE, LOYAL 
KIND- HEARTED SWM 
33, 5°9", brown hair, 
hazel eyes, hard-working 
entrepreneur. | have a 


sense of humor and 


ABBREVIATIONS 


SB ~ SINGLE 
- DivorncED 
W- Write 

B® - BLACK 

A> ASIAN 

J Jewisne 
H- HISPANIC 
M- MALE 

F- FEMALE 
Wi» WipowED 


B - BIGEXVAL 
G- Gay 

+ CHRISTIAN 

P - PROFESSIONAL 
‘TY ~ TRANSVESTITE 
LTR - Lona Term 
RELATIONSHIE 

180 - IN SRARCH OF 
NS - NON-SMOKING 
AND - NON-DRINKING 


ONone of the Above oFriends 


Please choose a Category: OW seeking M OM seeking W oW seeking W OM seeking M 


ae ES ee ea mee ge ee ee ee 


Mail to: OPTIMIST PERSONALS, Fax to: 413958690412 
13 Old South St. e-mail to: Optimag@aol.com 
Northampton, MA 01060 


ul 


NN 


COptim st Personals is for single people 18 or over seeking relationships. To ensure your safety, carefully screen all responses. First mesting should occur in a public place. Ads and messages containing sexual suggestions or anatomical language will not be accepted. Optim ist 
Personals reserves the tight to reject any advertisem ent. Optimist Personals assumes no responsibility for the content or reply in any Optim st Personals ad. The advertiser assumes com plete liability for the content and ad replies to any advertisement or recorded message and for 
ary claims made against Optimist Personals. The advertiser agrees to indemnify and hold the Optim st and its employees and agents exempt from all costs and expenses (inchiding reasonable attorney fees, labilties and dam ages resuRing trom or caused by the publication or 
recording placed by the advertiser or any reply to any such advertisement). By using Optimist Personals, the advertiser agrees not to leave his/her phone number, last name or address in his/her voice greeting, Ads will be printed on a space-avallable basis 


FIRST 40 WORDS FREE 
50c PER WORD THEREAFT 


27, 1995 


ptimist/Personals 


believe in natural health 
& fitness, |am a cultured 
man w/ morals, values & 
ambition, | am sensitive 
& caring to others who 
try hard at helping them- 
selves. | have an appre- 
ciation for the arts, 
adventure, nature, hik- 
ing, biking, travel & 
cooking. | am seeking a 
NS, honest achiever 

SWF 25 - early 40s for 
heartfelt. relationship to 
share life with, (1285 


SEXY LATINO. 
Tall, dark and handsome 
young man w/ muscular 
build seeks SWM 25-35 
w/ good looks and intel- 
ligence, | like rock music 
& riding double on my 
snowmobile to VT for 
fun-filled — weekends, 
Send photo, 1283 

SID LOOKING 

FOR NANCY 
SWM, 25, very loving 
and nurturing, a little 
wild and a lot crazy. If 
you are into music 
movies and would like 
to share the sunrise or 
sunset — give me a call. 
(1282 

SEXY & ROMANTIC 

Attractive DWM, 39, 
active, humorous, busi- 
ness owner, college 
grad. Warm, sensitive, 
music lover. Seeking 
pretty S/DF, 20-46, NS, 
bright, affectionate and 
caring for fun times & 


possible — relationship 
(1278 
WHY ARE WE 


LOOKING HERE? 
SWM, 30, I’ve spent 
enough time building a 
strong career & house. 
Now | need to provide 
for someone special in 
my life. We may be 
looking for the same 
thing for our paths to 
cross here, Lama gentle- 
man who is a very good 
listener, always been 
old-fashioned, romantic 
& a handyman, Can you 
be a friend to love, com- 
mitted to a relationship 
& NS? Do you need a 
close companion to 
talk/be with, share life 
with? (1277 


LAID BACK 

SWM w/ a passion for 
life seeks positive female 
to share bright moments. 
Interests include: music, 
arts, DTP, fine wine & 
good food. No ciga- 
rettes; age, race unim- 
portant, Jah lives. 1273 
STRICTLY BALLROOM- 
SWM, 19, 6’, passion: 
ate, amorous, ballroom 
dancer. Enjoys rock, 
singing, massages, and 
stargazing. Seeks SF, 
5'8"+, of similar age and 
interests, Long straight 
hair and a good figure 
are musts, 1272 


A WHOLE 
PERSON SWM, 

30, wanting tobe real. 
Mindful, gentle, and 
humorous. Intelligent & 
passionate. Enjoys 
romance, quiet evenings 
at home, movies and 
dancing. If you are 25- 
35, share similar quali- 
ties and are someone for 
whom honesty is impor- 
tant — call. (1266 

AN EYE FOR THE 
LITTLE THINGS 
SWM 25, 5/4”, good- 
looking, intense at times, 
passionate, compassion- 
ate, loves life, all kinds. 
Always growing and 
willing to take risks. If 
you are 21-29, NS & 
share these qualities, 

please call, (1262 

1 HAVE A PASSION 

for classical music and 
lots of TLC. M, young- 
looking 50, seeks gentle 
attractive woman, slen- 
der to medium, to pam- 
per, Other passions 
include hiking, Scrabble, 
tepnis, reading & week- 
end getaways. | live in 

Northem CT, willing to 
drive, (1253 
NICE DECENT FELLOW 
Alas! Love's labor lost. 
Not getting anywhere. 
We deserve _ better. 
SWM, 42, seeking nice 
decent woman of any 
description. Am friendly, 
adaptable, planetary cul- 
tured, spiritual, funny, 
educated, cute, funny & 
a listener. 1243 


FOOD FOR THE SOUL 
Single Gentleman, 40- 
something, new to 
Northampton, financial- 
ly secure but overwork- 
ing. Seeks romantic rem- 
edy, Loves travelling, 
exploring, exercising, 
Cape Cod, and just plain 
fun. In pursuit of S/(OWF 
for _relationship/friend- 
ship that is mutually 
nourishing. (1238 
INTELLIGENT 
WOMAN 
SIM, 43, 5'8”; 180Ibs., P, 
enjoy hiking, museums, 
opera and intelligent 
conversation, If you are 
a JW, 30 to 40 w/ similar 
interests, please call and 
let’s. get in touch; we 
might become good 
friends or something 
more. (1236 
HIGHLY CREATIVE 
ARIES ARTIST, TALL W/ 
GOOD LOOKS 

50, prefers nature and 
freedom over money 
and status,..Fit, resource- 
ful, tactile, educated, 
good looks? Me too!! 
Looking — for 
gypsy, of lithe and sultry 
nature: prefer letters to 
voice message. Incl 
photo if possible, 1204 


dancer, 


FREEZER BURN. NOT! 
Seeking love in all the 
wrong places? Attractive 
SWM, late 30s, seeking 
a soulmate/lovemate, 
S/DF 30-45, to romp 
around in the winter 
snow. If you enjoy the 
arts, books, politics & 
romantic interludes, give 
me a try, This guy won't 
bite or burn. (1185 
LET'S HAVE FUN! 

SWM, 33, financially 
stable with broad shoul- 
ders, brown hair and 
brown eyes seeks S/DF, 
age 22-38, who is happy 
with herself, enjoys 
moonlit walks and qual- 
ity conversation, Also. 
likes romance, gaod 
food, music and movies. 
1103, 


BIG BEAUTIFUL 
SBM 35, seeking to meet 
a full-figured lady of any 
race for friendship. 6'3” 
with interests in movies, 
dancing, reading, opera, 
popular music, theater, 
beaches and = much 
more. (1102 


MARRIAGE-MINDED 
TEDDY BEAR 
Romantic teddy bear 
SWM, 40s, NS and 
social drinker. 
Financially & emotional- 
ly secure, Seeks profes- 
sional SWF, 30+, never 
married, who enjoys ten- 
nis, movies, ocean, X- 
country — skiing, and 
romatic candle light 
evenings at home. Write 
me a letter or call. 1088 


(CHEERFUL LESBIAN 
BODY 
19, substance-free, sin- 
cere, kind, romantic 
earthy, a tad messy, soft 
butch, loves life, likes: 
chatting, making pottery, 
snuggling, — camping, 
family dinners, 
Halloween, ISO a kind 
woman, 18-22, sub- 
stance-free, for a loving, 
healthy friendship, per- 
haps eventual romance. 
1308 
LET'S SLOW DANCE 

GBF, 40+, attractive, 
playful spirit seeking G 
women of any race to 
dance, play, movies, 
sports, walks, — quiet 
times, NS, Social drinker, 
ND. Let’s get together & 
enjoy life! (1291 


WILD WOMAN 
BiWF, 25, intelligent, 
diverse fun-loving, 


seeking friendship /rela- 
similar 
woman, 21-30, who is 


tionship — w/ 


proud of her bisexuality 
and knows it’s NOT ‘just 
a phase.’ Love of alter 
music, Kerouac and 
Billie a plus! (1281 


VIRGO WOMAN 
SGWF looking for 
friendship. Likes walk- 
ing, coffee, Melissa 
Etheridge, seeking Butch 
Fem, 28-35 who enjoys 
life. 1274 

SUBTELY SEXY 
Intelligent, fun-loving, 
humorous, good-look- 
ing, soft butch, early 40s 
desires to hear from les- 
bians who like what 
they've just read and 
want to know more, Lets 
take a walk, drink coffee 
& laugh, 1269 


“COME TO MY 
WINDOW” 
GWF, 32, looking for 
friendship/possible rela- 
tionship. Likes biking, 
walking, coffee talks, 
fine dining, Broadway 
shows, dancing, Melissa 
Ethridge, quiet evenings, 
holding hands. Looking 
for NS, someone who 
can accept me as | am, 
and who has a sense of 
humor. Age, race, and 
physical appearance not 

important. (1265 

BE BOLD WITH 
BANANAS 

Meeting me could be the 
first day of the rest of 
your life, or, at the very 
least, your ticket to a hell 
of a good time and a 
good friend. Let’s laugh 
ourselves silly at bad 
movies, plot a world 
takeover, have intelligent 
conversation, poke fun 
at the high & mighty and 
other pretentious sorts, 
count the stars in the sky 
on a clear night, and 
make smiles. | am 31, 
You can be anywhere 
from 25 to 40 if you like, 
| am African-American. 
You can be anything you 
want. Lam most definite- 
ly a lesbian. You should 
be a woman w/a yen for 
women, too. | am seek- 
ing women who appre- 
ciate good food, have 
brains and know how to 
use them, and, most 
importantly, have good 
sense of — humor. 
Hesitant? Don't be, Do 
be bold w/ bananas. 
(1094 


MUSCULAR & 


MASCULINE 
Bi-WM, 43, 5°10", 165 
Ibs, youthful, good-look- 
ing, attractive, muscular 
& masculine, Hilltop 
Thoreau seeking similar 
spirited body builder 
into perfecting the pose, 
its pump, the high & 
staying there, For a nat- 
ural, clean, innocent, 
mutual inspiration (1288 
NORTH OF AMHERST 
GWM 49 8711" 150 


LISTEN AND RESPOND TO ANY AD BY CALLING: 


Cptimist Personal calls ‘cost $2.19 per minute. 


Ibs, lover of the rural 
meditative life, hiking, 
forests & firewood; 
quiet, patient, thought- 
ful, educated, ISO some- 
one of like mind and 
spirit. (1286 

LITTLE GUY 

SEEKS SAME 
34, 5'5", 125 Ibs, look- 
ing for slim/avg. males 
under 35. For fun & 
friendship, (1275 


EASYGOING 
GWM, 26, blond hair, 
brown eyes, 6’, 160lbs., 
into movies, dining out, 
music, conversation & 
safe fun. Seeks 
friends/playmates for the 
long cold winter months 
ahead. Possible LTR, 
271 
GOOD THINGS COME 
IN SMALL PACKAGES 
411”, 100Ibs, 33, brown 
hair, green eyes, hairy 
chest, would like to meet 
someone who is 18-40 
for friendship or relation- 
ship. 1264 


VIRILE YOUNG GUYS 
Sought for. passive, 
pleasing — encounters 
from a skillful older man, 
Average & above per- 
sonality/physique, 18- 
35, any race. No experi- 
ence necessary, possible 
psychological and tangi- 
ble support for college 
men, (1206 


TEEN GAY 
WHITE MALE 
seeking other teens. 18. 
blonde hair, blue eyes. 
5'9" 130Ibs,, slim build, 
cute, very open-minded, 
seeks slim, smooth male 

under 21. (1096 


MUSCULAR MALE 
SEEKS YOUNGER 
GWM. 27, 5/10” 155lb.- 
cute, muscular, great 
body, tan. Seeks younger 
Male 18-22, slim. 
Swimmers build. Must 
be slim, any race. 1.095 


NONE OF 
THE ABOVE 


LOVER 
Full-figured, attractive, 
passionate, 45-25. I'm 
42, attractive, earthy; a 
very giving — lover 
please write.(1311 
BISEXUAL SEXY WF 
5’3", | need love & 
romantic evenings alone 
w/ my M/F lover. | love 
life, good times, movies 
& friends. | need some- 
one to share my dreams 
and fantasies. Call me 
please! 1289 
PHENOMENON 
Paranormal investigator, 
24, seeks any and all 
who have had ghostly 
encounters, hauntings, 
UFO. -sightings/abduc- 
tions, visions & dreams 
etc. Share & support 
farmineleave 


prow 


message. (1270 
“BM BABY-BOOMER, 
WELL-SINGER,” 
looking for band. Do 
jazz, R&B, Blues, Pop, 
some reggae singing —all 
with a lot of soul. Only 
serious bands please. 

(1268 


GAY HISPANIC 
FEMALE 
22, seeks down-to-earth 


JANUARY 6TH * 8PM-12PM 


COMPATIBLES 


Dorr Cit, Ine. 


COMPATIBLE 


Day Cita, Ine. 


Op timis 
Personals 


Questions? Call The 
Optimist Personals 
1-413-586-6784 


1-900-820-4008 


18+ only. 


Responding To A Personal By Mail 


*Place the letter of the person you want to reach 
in a SASE envelope with your return address in 
the upper left corner. 
*Write ONLY the box number your are mauling 
to in the middle of the envelope. _ 
*Write check or money order for $2.19 payable to 
Optimist Publications® Buss 

*Place the envelope & money in a larger enve- 


lope. 
Pon] SE] fT 


*Mail vase enyelo} 


“Letter will not be forwarded without 4 fill prepayment. You will not be billed. 


and outgoing females of 
any lifestyle and age for PLACE YOUR OWN 
friendship. (1182 OPTIMIST PERSONAL! 


to: Optimist Personals 


13 Old South St. Northampton; MA 01060 


Starting January 6th, EVERY 
FRIDAY NIGHT is Singles 
Night! The kick off 
Compatibles hosts is its’ third 
annual post-New Years bash. 
Start the new year at the 
Sheraton by meeting hun- 
dreds of Valley Singles! Cash 
bar, prizes, a free 40-word ad 
and a Dj will entertain all 
night long! Admission is 5§. 


TALL WOMEN. StageWest is 
located on 1 Columbus Avein 
downtown Springfield, one block 
from The Peter Pan Station and the 
Baystate West Shops. 


am een 


Give The Card That 
Gives The World. 


241 Main Street 


Think of it as a gift certificate to Cyberspace. 
With the JavaNet e-cash card, your friends ‘ 
and family have access to all of the exciting 
internet and café services at JavaNet, 
Western New England’s first Internet cafe. 


With as little as $10, you can put the future in 
their stocking. Stop by and pick one up today. 


JavaNet 


A cup of coffee in cyberspace. 


241 Main Street | Northampton 
413-587-3400 | http://www.javanet.com 


